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MINES IN THE NEWS: September 2022 
 
 

Got a story or area of expertise that Mines Communications & Marketing should be pitching to the media?  
  

Drop a note to our university media relations team: Emilie Rusch at erusch@mines.edu and Jasmine 
Leonas at jleonas@mines.edu.  

  
Editor's Note: Some links may require a subscription.  

 
 

Featured Topic: Mines in the Rankings
 
Once again, Colorado School of Mines is the top national university and public school in the state of Colorado, according to U.S.
News and World Report. In the 2023 edition of the annual rankings, Mines landed at No. 89 in the Best National Universities
category – higher than any other university in the state. 
 
Denver Business Journal  
Colorado School of Mines leads Centennial State universities in new US News 'Best Colleges' ranking 
 
 
Campus News
 
Law 360 
A Major Test For Mass Timber 
Shiling Pei, associate professor of civil and environmental engineering, discusses the 50 increasingly intense seismic tests that will be 
conducted at UC San Diego early next year as part of his NHERI Tall Wood Project.
 
9News Denver 
Colorado School of Mines learns how to work with moon dust 
Angel Abbud-Madrid, director of the Center for Space Resources, chats about the Over the Dusty Moon Challenge, which is coming
back to Mines in 2023 in partnership with Lockheed Martin to showcase students ideas for transporting lunar regolith. 
 
KUNC 
Colorado colleges team up to help manufacturing businesses cut costs and emissions 
Timothy Ohno, associate professor of physics, talks about the Rocky Mountain Industrial Assessment Center, which is offering free
energy efficiency assessments for small manufacturers and training students at Mines and Red Rocks Community College. 
 
 

Faculty Experts
 
Chemical & Engineering News 
Forever Chemicals No More? PFAS Are Destroyed With New Technique 
Jessica Smith, professor of engineering, design and society, discusses how mining companies are now focusing on producing 
minerals responsibly. 
 
VOA 
FLASHPOINT UKRAINE: How Ukrainians Purchased Military Equipment  
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Kathleen Hancock, associate professor of humanities, arts and social sciences, explains the potential impact of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s threat to cut off natural gas supplies to Europe. 
 
Bangor Daily News 
The Maine company pioneering ways to remove PFAS  
Timothy Strathmann, professor of civil and environmental engineering, discusses the challenge of claiming a true “zero” 
concentration for PFAS removal. 
 
 

Focus on: Payne Institute for Public Policy 
 
Foreign Policy 
The Inflation Reduction Act Is the Start of Reclaiming Critical Mineral Chains 
Morgan Bazilian, director of the Payne Institute for Public Policy, co-authored this opinion piece on how the Inflation Reduction Act 
will boost the production of critical minerals in the United States. 
 
Bloomberg
Russia Is Keeping Unsold Gas Underground Rather Than Flaring It
Satellite data analyzed by the Payne Institute’s Earth Observation Group was used to calculate the amount of gas being flared for this
story.
 
Marketplace 
High energy prices could threaten European utilities’ ability to keep doing business 
Bazilian gives context to the recent changes in energy costs and why companies make decisions to raise prices. 
 
The Hill 
Europe vows ‘robust’ response to alleged sabotage of Russian gas pipelines 
Bazilian explains the implications to Russian-European relations if the Nord Stream leaks originated with Russian involvement. 
 
Grist 
How a clean energy future is colliding with mining’s dark past 
Jordy Lee, program manager at the Payne Institute, explains why it’s difficult to run mining operations for critical materials in the 
United States. 
 
Colorado Sun 
Opinion: Colorado must move quickly to keep pace on carbon capture 
Anna Littlefield and Brad Handler of the Payne Institute co-authored this op-ed with Bazilian on what Colorado needs to do to move 
forward with carbon capture. 
 
The Hill 
EU official unveils proposals to address energy crisis amid Ukraine war 
Bazilian says Europe is facing an on-going energy crisis, which will become more critical as winter approaches. 
 
 
-- 
Emilie Rusch (she/her/hers)
Director of Communications
Colorado School of Mines
1600 Jackson Street, Suite 310
303-273-3361 (office) | 720-432-5203 (cell)
erusch@mines.edu
 
 
Get the latest Colorado School of Mines news: mines.edu/news
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