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TBE UmCOKPAHGRB PLACBR

Report by Thoa. Jluc1e)(111el'. i. D.

The UDllompahgroPlacer eontaw tw. tbouland aoN. of' land•• 1t-
ua~ed ln tbe county of' OuI'01, State 01' Colont\o. lying on the
tTnoanpahgl"$d:vlllr Ilnd CO"Jer"l, in ita boUndary11nea•• 11 of tbe land
fr«4 the point or oonfluence 01' DaUal Croule:wltb the tTnoCllllpehgN
rlWI' - at the uppal' end of thl1 UnOClll\pahgralowe.. oarum .. to tbe
town ot .R1dpt\.Y,a dbtence 01' about two lIBdone-hUt (Zi) 11I11a.
Th. property 11n.a cover all 01' the erawl bare on eaoh alde of' the
riwr.

The water ahed area 01' the Unoompahgreand lta bran.hee. tributary
to the enr1chnleDt01' th18 plll.cer. 18 about f'our hundred (4(0) aq'l3re
.Uea. Th:le eDOrmouawater ahed area le a MnerelUea lone abounding
in 'l'lIW 081'l'yinggold. allver. copper, dno and leecliorea.

The UnoompllhgrelI\ClW'1tainl'IInge. 111. l'IM.chth. riwr baa lte souree.
ri..a to a great altltude. lIQlleof' the peak:ebelng 111. eseeaaot
fourteen thouaand (14.000) teet in he1(1;bt. Th.a. mountain heighta
are a.lIlIledWith hUndreda ot well liaIDwn ore produoing ... ina. The
erodon of th ... tremorutouely high OUDtalna, and the ecoring a..ay
of the apez ot tblll 1lllllle1'Ollarioh 'l'lIin8. primarlly by glaoial action
and euooe dlng pnat glaoial floodll, Willi wl7 gre.t. The preo1bua
metel8 camedClll!lthe ateep .ouIltun aidea by the !!Iovementor 4ebri' •
.t'lund It, ....y lnto the ravine. and wat»r oour8ell and eventually into
the oliaMel of the UnoCllllpahgra.

The Channel of the UDllClIllpahgre.ecnaIts trlbutecry .tN.8 above the
nat landa, in the biI..in of whlch the tTnOOlllpahgrePlaeer 18 81tuatea,
18 very .teep. and natureclly wry little gold a. pleceel'WCl!ildrem.ln
on the bed-rock in the gorge or in the laterel ravtne8 above the point
ot eut tr the canon. The cre-tel' portlon passed Ofll' the liIlIlootb.
glaeler 'oored bed-rook. oarrled t'01'Wlll'd by the lrreelitable f'orCleot
the mountain river, and tal' out lnto the nat land 01' the basln, where
it toU1'l4 U8 tiMl re.t.lng plaoe on the bed rook) the clnpellt po1J1t
of depre•• lon on the plane of' its l'8llloval 1& alwa;vsthe greatest polnt
of conceDtratlon.

Ouray end the gJ' at gold alld .11'9'91'produo1ngmlne. ln ita hlm.edl.te
..s.oln1ty tOl'lll8the North half' 01' the greate.t an4 l'lohe.t 8014 quart.
lIl1n1nglIootlon in the Stats ot Colorado. !1'hla 18 the seotion allUded
to in a preoeding paragraph II' the drainage or ....ter shed area trlb-
utal'y to the enl'iol1llent 01' the placer tio14 aubjeot matter of tlbl.
report.

The erosion by g180161aotlon alld I.ts luoceedlng pe8t glacial tlOOd
.0Uon, fOllowed by ellllllontal scoring away of the apea of.'the great
gold belll'lDg veins on the .te8p llIountlllZlalde8 arut the 08rry1ng ot
the pantoles ot gold. med byelllllental attrttlon tl'Cllll the quarts
llnd gnnlte matl'1:II)the mOVtllllentot the portlole8 ot preolOW1metal
dong the steep plane ot aulch, ravine arut atrelllll oourae to Its
point ot lod~ent in the nat larute of the UnOCllllpabgrePl80.r hae
been going Oil. tor oenturies and cyoles of centuries.

In my ezemlnatlon ot the UnoCllllpQbgraPlacer land. 1 tou!Id gold
dlnemlnatod eWJ'Y'IIfhereOWl'tM 8UI'tllee lllrea 01' the property. 'l'hl.
8urtace gold 1lI usually of ilha character danOllllnateG.s flour gold
With eOllle.ode gold. I!I1dln quantity lIuff'lolent to warrant a OQll-
.ero1ll1 prOduot abo... the oOllt of washlng arut rocovery of the gold.



Tb1&character of the gold _t.ets to. great eatentin,the nvel'
sands. but on the ua. or under ourr$llt tBb1&sand blanket surf'llaes.
80jC ot tM ... lue8 oembe reoovered.

In the hi", bara .. e.a of <lJbe_.. 1'1... be.n work.d .. the go14 t. ot
&dittol'GDt oharaot.... being 008rSel', what to IalcMn - In Pl&08.. mine..'.
parlance .... Shot go14, 1••• the panioles are rOUlldedand hea"1,
.a.Uy saved tnll1utoe box or 1'Oak:.I'. and In q,uantlty to _l'1'ant an
&""&'8g11ot fU'f;y cent. (.60) pel' aubto yard. 'lId.s obaracter of gold 1&
tound in tba great d.poaltll ot U'ltI"OllBgrllval on the hlG!lsr me.a
land and would ealllly oameunder tM WlBp ot • ltvdraullo p14nt.

In tM oOUrll.of m:Y exam1natlon sane alBlng ot pits _s dons. aQlNlvel',
thsrawat no grea't depth atil.Wd. IWver in .DIYtnstan08 OWl' elw
teet in daptb and these p11ls.eN nw.rlably al.\llken tbllt 10'11 bar
grawl depoolt Marthe 1'1wr'a OOUl'Be.. the point. Wherework bad
bean _l"I'1ed on by tol'lll&!' _I'll. 'lhe result of the Wllshingot grawl
. teJr.:Ul fN:I, these plt8 sboWeda lllUohooa.... 1' /!,Oldthan attained 81ae-
Where. and an inonase tn the wltlee; but be'Uldera in eltu _re en-
oountered Ul all of these pits and in .... ry lnstanM 1 tound a depodt
..t • depth 01' a cal_rous olay ver;ylll'Uohr... bUng voloanlo .sh.
a secUmeJ'rtlarysubstanoe that pointed oonolull1"17 to the e:rtstanoe, at
.QIle ~ote p.riod, ot an ob.trudtion at tbe b.ad of th& box_non and
a resulting lab. lIAdoolllleqJ,l.en1ily... deposition ot a11l111' ss .. aedSment.

'l'h.re 'R08no gold ot eD:1 IIiIllOUJ1tin thll .edSmentary aepodt and 1 lIIII
fUlly convtn08d that pl'08peoting. Ollrried on b)' llleanaof drUUng
_oh1M •• would demOl'\stratethat thte .e.um.nt ..,., d.poa1t 1e In ",Uty
a lake d.po81t QOwring tho ancient Il'8wl deposit; the glao181 depoalt
of pay grllTel, lI1ldtt 1s wlthin the bound, ot realon to pI' .,..tblllt
thlo anol.nt d.po.it ot grawl holds anomlouaw.llle. in p140er gold.

DI'UUng teet' would be the only lop_l lIaIIna of detemln1ng the
depth' to .otual bed-rook in the rlverohannel. Until thI. point I.
tully demonstrated then can be no detel'llllnlng of the lIlount of head -
B;ydraul1oPre •• ure .. aeeeeearf to the propel' .orkings ot the land by
Hydraulic Elevator ethods.

Th. Ul10CllJpahgre rI:ftr at • nomal stage w111gift a .01,.. of water
In _08S. 01' .bI: thou.and (6.000) ainu" lnohe. of w.ter pel' S'COM
of t_. any head dealnble can be obta1neclb)' putting the lntaJr:, f'llr
enoup up the .tpe ...... m:Y gradient. shena .. fall ot 60 te.t pel"
mUe through the baain. but the grado Inorea'.d, when the oetlOl'\....
entel"84. to an awrage ot 9S het pill" mUe to the town 01'OIIray.

That the deeper rivet" ehannele oOl'ltalnenomou. quantitle' of Placer
«old 1.8 beyond qu•• tiOl'\. the ooa"e gold 1lIIpeU.dto tbe deepest
point of depre.elon b)' lt8 great speo1t1o gravity. and there 1Bor
baa been 1'oUndverf coall"18 gold. nu•• weighing over two OU!l.C8S
haw been found on bed-pook of tho low bare of box canon. elcht mile.
bel the Uno.pahgre Plaoer.

Th.n can b. but one method .ployed In the WOl'ldng and recovery of
thAt gold In thla Pl'Opel'ty .. dredsing 11 entirely out of ths question
ClII'ingto the tlUIIlb$rof bo'Uldera touIld 1n the surfaoe of the land.
Hydraullo Il.w.tton of the grawl 11 entllrel,y teaelble and the only
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10&1oa1method, .a the bOllld.... 0&r1 he handled by delllll del"l'lClk and
th8 bed-rookh the greater d.pth8 ot th$ ohannal can be .... 4
and tbe gold, IIOt cml:y in the gravel waah, but In the ore1'l088 and
pot holea of the bed-rook oan be reooYered, a8 the 1:11dl'8u110lil.va-
1:001' draina th8 pit of all under tlow or seepage _tel'.

t have the hollOl' to re8peotflll1:1.
lI_lt the fONgola« report.
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