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TBE UmCOKPAHGRB PLACBR
Report by Thoa. Jluclg(11llel'. i. D.

The UDIllompahgrelacer eontaw tw. tbouland aoN. of' landee 1t-
ua~ed In tbe county of Qul'0l, State o1 Colont\o. lying on the
tTnoanpahgl"8:vllir IInd cowert, in ita boUndary 1lneae 11 of tbe land
fr«4 the point or oonfluence 01' DaUal Croulewltb the tTnoClllipehgN
rIWI' - at the uppal' end of thi1 UnOCIII\pahdawe.. oarum.. to tbe
town ot .R1dpt\.Y,a dbtence 01' about two lIBdone-hUt (Zi) 11114.
Th. property 11n.a cover all o1 the erawl bare on eaoh alde of' the
riwr.

The water ahed area 01' the Unoompahgrand Ita bran.hee. tributary

to the enrlchnleDto1' thl18 plll.cer. 18 about f'our hundred (4(0) aq'l3re
.Uea. Th:leeDOrmouwater ahed area le a MnerelUea lone abounding
in 'I'lW 081'l'yinggold. allver. copper, dno and leecliorea.

The UnoompllhgrH\CIW'1talhinge. 111 I'IM.chth. riwr baa Ite souree.
ri..a to a great altltude. [1IQlleof' the peak:ebelng lll. eseeaaot
fourteen thouaand (14.000) teet in hel(l;bt. Th.a. mountain heighta
are a.llllledwWith hUndredaot well lialDwn ore produoing ...ina. The
erodon of th... tremorutouely high OUDtalna,and the ecoring a..ay
of the apez ot tblll1llllllel'OHeoh 'I'lin8. primarlly by glaoial action
and euooe ding pnat glaoial floodll, wiii wl7 gre.t.  The preolbua
metel8 camedClllitthe ateep .oulltun aidea by the !'lovemenbr 4ebri'
t'lund It, ...y Into the ravine. and wat»r oour8ell and eventually into
the oliaMel of the UnoCllllpahgra.

The Channel of the UDIICIIlIpahgeznalts trlbutecry .tN.8  above the
nat landa, in the bil..in of which the tTnOOIlllpahgPdacer 18 8ltuatea,
18 very .teep. and natureclly wry little gold a. pleceelWCl!ilcem.In
on the bed-rock in the gorge or in the laterel ravtne8 above the point
ot eut tr the canon. The cre-tel' portlon passed Ofll' the lillllootb.
glaeler ‘'oored bed-rook. oarrled toiwiid by the Irreelitable  f'orCleot
the mountain river, and tal' out Into the nat land 01' the basin, where
it toUl'l4 U8 tiMI re.t.Ing plaoe on the bed rook) the clnpellt polJit
of depreeelon on the plane of' its [I'8llloval1& alwa;vsthe greatest polint
of conceDtratlon.

Ouray end the gJ at gold alld .11'9'91produolngmine. In ita hlm.edl.te
..s.olnlty tOI'lligthe North half' o1’ the greate.t an4 I'lohe.t 8014 quart.
llIln1lndlootlon in the Stats g Colorado. !1hla 18 the seotion allUded
to in a preoeding paragraph the drainage or ....ter shed area trlb-
utal'y to the enliollllento1 the placer tiol4 aubjeot matter of tlbl.
report.

The erosion by g18016l1aotlon alld I.ts luoceedlng pe8t glacial tlOOd
.0Uon, fOllowedby ellllllontal scoring away of the apea of.'the great
gold belll'lDg veins on the .te8p IllountlllZlalde8 arut the 08rrylng ot
the pantoles ot gold. med byelllllental attrttlon t'Clil the quarts
lInd gnnlte  matl'1:1l)the mOVillllewt the portlole8 ot preolOWInmetal
dong the steep plane ot aulch, ravine arut atrelllll oourae to Its
point ot lod~ent in the nat larute of the UnOCIllIpabgPé80.r hae
been going oil. tor oenturies and cyoles of centuries.

Inmy ezemlnatlon ot the UnoCllllipQbdtkacer land. 1 tou!ld gold
dinemlnatod eWJY'lIfhe@WI'tM 8Ul'tlleelllrea 01’ the property. 'I'hl.
8urtace gold 1llusually of ilha character danOlllinateGs flour gold
With eOllleode gold. 1'l11dn quantity llufflolent to warrant a oqi-
.erollll prOduot abo... the oOlltof washlng arut rocovery of the gold.



Tbl&character of the gold _t.ets to. great eatentin,the nvel'
sands. but onthe ua. or under ourr$lit tBbl&sand blanket surf'llaes.
80jC ot tM ... lue8 oembe reoovered.

|
In the hi", bara .. ea of <lJbe.. 11 be.n work.d .. the gol4 t. ot
& dittolI'GDt oharaot.... being 008rSel', what to lalcMn - In PI&08 mine..".
parlance .... Shot gol4, leee the panioles are rOUlldecand hea"1,
.a.Uy saved tnlllutoe box or 1'Oak:.lI' and In g,uantlty to I'l'ant an
&""&'8gdt fU'f;y cent. (.60) pel' aubto yard. ‘lld.s obaracter of gold 1&
tound in tba great d.poaltll ot U'lti"ollgrllval on the hIG!Isr me.a
land and would ealllly oameunder tM wiBp ot e ltvdraullo pl4nt.

In tM oOUrll.of mY examlnatlon sane alBIng ot pits _s dons. aQINlvel’,
thsrawat no grea't depth atilL.wd. IWverin .DIvinstan08 owr  elw

teet in daptb and these pllls.eN nw.rlably al\llken tblit 1011 bar

grawl depoolt Marthe 1'lwr'a OOUI'Be the point. Wherework bad

bean _I"I'led on by torm&! _ i-u. 'Ihe result of the WIIshingot grawl
Jtedr:Ul fN:1, these plt8 sboWeda IllUohooa... 1 /!,Oldhan attained 8lae-
Where. and an inonase tn the wilitlee; but be'Ulderain eltu _re en-
oountered Ul all of these pits and in .... ry InstanM 1 tound a depodt

i depth 01'a cal rous olay ver;ylll'Uolm... bUng voloanlo .sh.

a secUmelJ'rtlarsubstanoe that pointed oonolulll”17 to the e:rtstanoe, at
.Qlle ~ote  p.riod, ot an ob.trudtion at tbe b.ad of th& box non and
a resulting lab. 1lAdoolllleqd,l.enlily deposition ot allllll' ss .. aedSment.

'I'n.re 'RO8no gold ot eD:1 HilllOUtthll .edSmentary aepodt and 1 Il
fUlly convtn08d that pl'08peoting. Ollrried on b)' llleanaof drUUng
_oh1M <= would demOl‘\stratethat thte .e.um.nt ..., d.poalt 1e In " Uty
a lake d.po81t QOwringtho ancient II'8wl deposit; the glaol81 depoalt
of pay grliTel, lllldt 1s wlthin the bound, ot realon to pl' .,..tbllit

thlo anol.nt d.po.it ot grawl holds anomlouaw.llle. in p140er gold.

DI'UUnNg teet' would be the only lop_|  nalna of deteminlng the
depth' to .otual bed-rook in the rlverohannel. Until thl. point 1.
tully demonstrated then can be no detel'lllining of the Illount of head -
B;ydraulloPreee ure .. aceeeearf to the propel' .orkings ot the land by
Hydraulic Elevator ethods.

In J08S. 01'.bl: thou.and (6.000) ainu' Inohe. of w.ter pel' S'COM
of 1 any head dealnble can be obtalneclb)' putting the Intalr:, fllr
enouss=up the .tpe ...... mY gradient. shena .. fall ot 60 te.t pel”
mUe through the baain. but the grado Inorea'.d, whenthe oetlOI'\..
entel"84. to an awrage ot 9S het pil" mUe to the town 01'Ollray.

Th.tJIlOCIIJpahgre rl:ftr at < nomal stage wlllgift a .01,.. of water

That the deeper rivet" ehannele oOl'ltalnenomou. quantitle’ of Placer
«old 1.8 beyond quee tiOl'\. the ooa"e gold 1llllpeU.dto tbe deepest
point of depre.elon b)' It8 great speoltlo gravity. and there 1Bor
baa been l'oUndrerf coal1is gold. nuee weighing over two oui.css
haw been found on bed-pook of tho low bare of box canon. elcht mile.
bel the Uno.pahgre  Plaoer.

Th.n can b. but one method .ployed In the worldng and recovery of
thAtgold In thla PI'Opel'ty.. dredsing 11 entirely out of ths question
Clil'ingo the tlUllIb$of bo'Ulderatoulld 1n the surfaoe of the land.

Hydraullo Il.w.tton of the grawl 11 entllrel)y teaelble and the only



10&loalmethod, .a the bOIlld... o&r1 he handled by dellil del"I'lClkand
th8 bed-rookh the greater d.pth8 ot th$ ohannal can be ... 4
and tbe gold, 11Otcmly in the gravel waah, but In the orel'l088 and
pot holea of the bed-rook oan be reooYered, a8 the 1:11dl'8ulldil.va-
L0l draina th8 pit of all under tlow or seepage _tel'.

t have the hollOl'to re8peotflll1:1.
I1_It the fONgola« report.
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