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MINES IN THE NEWS: December 2021   
 
 

Got a story or area of expertise that Mines Communications & Marketing should be pitching
to the media?  

  
Drop a note to our university media relations team: Emilie Rusch at erusch@mines.edu and Jasmine

Leonas at jleonas@mines.edu. 
 

Editor’s Note: Some links may require a subscription. 
 
  

Christian Science Monitor 
Asteroid blasting and moon dust mitigation: You can major in that 
Angel Abbud-Madrid, director of the space resources program, and current space resources students are
featured in this in-depth story about Mines’ first-of-its-kind graduate program. 
 
Colorado Public Radio  
These Colorado School of Mines seniors designed the future of outdoor accessibility for their finals 
Capstone Design students demonstrated final projects ranging from a solution for making avocado farming
more efficient to autonomous transportation for lunar surface missions.     
 
Associated Press  
Proposed Nebraska mine might produce more rare elements  
Rod Eggert, Viola Vestal Coulter Foundation Chair in Mineral Economics, explains how rare element mining
projects respond to the market. 
 
Washington Post  
Phasing out coal plants worldwide won’t be easy. These four approaches could help.  
Brad Handler, senior researcher at the Payne Institute for Public Policy and Morgan Bazilian, director of the
Payne Institute, co-authored this opinion piece on how countries around the world can phase out their coal
plants. 

KUNC  
Geothermal energy could mean a renewable future for Colorado's oil fields  
Jennifer Miskimins, department head of petroleum engineering, and Will Fleckenstein, professor of practice
in petroleum engineering,  explain the advantages geothermal energy has over other renewable energy
sources.  
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Chemical & Engineering News 
PFAS destruction technologies are starting to emerge 
Timothy Strathmann, professor of civil and environmental engineering, discusses thermal technologies for
PFAS destruction.  
 
Nature  
Giant cracks push imperiled Antarctic glacier closer to collapse 
Matthew Siegfried, assistant professor of geophysics, explains why changes in Antarctica’s Thwaites Glacier
are important to keep an eye on. 
 
Golden Transcript  
Mines Academy signing event fuels excitement in STEM students  
In partnership with Red Rocks Community College, Mines has created a direct pathway for community
college students who want to transfer to Mines in pursuit of a bachelor’s degree. 
 
KUNC  
Colorado’s new AES-to-BS engineering degree aims to help students 'thrive and be successful'  
The new Associate of Engineering Science degree, which will soon be available throughout the Colorado
Community College System, is another pathway to transfer into Mines. 
 
Associated Press  
Nebraska project finds key minerals, but can it mine them?  
Rod Eggert discusses why knowing where mineral deposits are located doesn’t always translate to
commercial viability. 
 
Colorado Sun  
Opinion: 3 lessons from the energy crisis  
Brad Handler and Morgan Bazilian co-authored this opinion piece about energy markets and why price
spikes have been occurring. 
 
 
-- 
Emilie Rusch
Director of Communications
Colorado School of Mines
1600 Jackson Street, Suite 310
303-273-3361 (office) | 720-432-5203 (cell)
erusch@mines.edu
 
 
Get the latest Colorado School of Mines news: mines.edu/news
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