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THE KEY STONE MINE

J.H.Collard,

Owner.
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Without going into an extended report of this mine,

and in order to summerize its salient points, I herein state

the following facts.

1st.

This mine is twenty miles from. Oast ana, about 150

miles south of Eivers Negros, which is my shipping station

on the I.M. By. in the state of Coahuila, Mexico, with a good

wagon road right up to the foot of the mountain.

3nd.

It is a tunnel proposition, with fifty pertenancias

located the long way of the vein, and can be worked for years

without sinking a shaft. I have atunnel in on the vein five

hundred and fifty five feet from which I have shipped the

ore, having one mile on the vein with a thousand feet of back
ing above the tunnel,

3rd.

The metals are lead and silver, but it has as high

as twelve per cent of zinc on which I paid a penalty of

seventy five cents a unit.

In my smelter sales I netted on some of the ore,

although I lost on some that was shipped without being sorted,

over |15.00 Mex. a ton above all my expenses, and my lead was
at four cents, and the silver around fifty one cents, paying
the above mentioned penalty on the samej whereas, lead is
now selling around 13 cents, silver has gone to |1,00.
By the erection of a Huff Electro Static process we can
separate the zinc from the other metals and make it a friend
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instead of an enemy— at present prices for zinc, it would

bring forty to fifty dollars per ton.

About six years ago some promoters at Calumet,

Micbigan sent Andre Formis to expert the mine; in his report

to them he allowed me two hundred and fifty thousand tons of

ore, and his assys went to twenty two dollars per ton (gold).

They fell down on the first one hundred thousand dollars,

and after an expense of six hundred dollars I got his report.

Since that time and during the Orosco rebelion I undercut

the vein one hundred and seventeen meters, and found it much

wider than abovej I also found an overflow from the main

vein of almost pure metal, but will have to drive this tunnel

back some in order to reach the main body of the ore.

Mr, Formis is one of the best known mining engineers

in the great copper range or lake peninsular country; he is

a graduate of the Michigan school of Mines, is now superin-

tendant of an iron mine and known as one of Cole and Ryan's

best men. Since his examination the same crowd has tried

many times to get in on this mine, but as I did not care to

lose control, I declined every proposition they made.

My honest opinion is that Mexico is completely

pacified, and inas much as the revenue from the producing

mines is their greatest source of wealth, and the whole

history of Mexico's Progress is a history of encouragement

of those who open up her mines, I am sure that we can expect

fair and liberal treatment from the Carranza government as

I have just returned from Mexico City, where I have been

staying for five months.

(Signed) J. H. Collard.
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EEPOET ON THE KEYSTONE MINE.

By Andre Formis, Supi;. on the Oj ibway Mine.
i

Calianet, Mich., April 9,1909

Gentlemen

I herewith submit my report on the Keystone Mine

which I examined.

The Keystone Mine is situated about 20 miles from

Castano Southwest, in the State of Coahuila, Eepublic of

Mexico, in the Purissimo Range of mountains.

From Castano, a fair wagon road leads to the foot

of the mountain on which the mine is located. The road

crosses several small carrancas, dry almost the entire year,

but difficult to cross in time of heavy rains.

The country passed through, supports the scant

vegetation of arid zones. Cactus, and Mosq,uite bushes. The

latter furnishes some small poles strong enough to be used

in mining operations. Barren limestone foot hills flank

the road on both sides, which rises more rapidly as the

Keystone Mountain is approached. At the foot of the

mountain the road ends and a very steep, burro trail ascends

for two miles to the Keystone workings, gaining a height of

1,500 feet above the end of the road.

The Keystone workings comprise three adits, with

one accessible stope, several shallow winzes and pitts. All

the work has been done on the vein or fissure, in massive

limestone at about right angles to the trend of the mountain.

The vein is well defined, and strong, and can be easily

followed on the sides of the mountain, for several hundred

feet. The width of the accessible part of the vein, varies

from six inches to at least 15 feet in the stope. The


