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OF WfIAT USF. WOULD THE MOFFAT TUNNEL
BE TO ARVADA AND VIOINITY

The matter of transportation hos been tiO fully ~1aoU$Ged th~t I

will not touoh on tha.t l!Iatter.

Arva.da 18 in the o'enter of an 1rr1gate~ .ree anu there are oertllin

features of the divera10n of WD~8r througb the tunnel that may be new

to my rel.dera or wh1ch may be presented 11'1e. new l1ght.

One at the hl;.TI1Bhipnwhioh the irr1gated distriot nl,ll/"rArvada h!lll

to bear i8 th!,t of hcving 1ts water supplies shut off to supply older

water ril;i'hts down on the Platte. Thia oocurs yeall after year. Juet at

the time when the t,-:rmft naed the water the most the ord.er oomes from

the State Engineer' I'l off10e to the looe,l water oommll'lll1onero thl't the

old rights down the Platte are ahort of their quota. and the heed gotes

of the Junioc ditoheo on Clear Creek end on Bould.er Creek and theIr

tributarIes are 8but down.
To Illtlk(la -::1088estimate of the amount of water thus lost ta the

Moffat Tunnel Dlatrlct in Jefferson Oounty would involve an enormous

amount of' detailed. work, but &pproxim tiona Can easily be mads whioh

w111 illulItrd:e the point a,lmol'lt u.s well Wi! eXaot figlll'OIil.

Roughly Gpef~l~~, about one-eixth of the BV$ilable supply of Boulder

Creek, Oleer Creek, Bear Creek and the Platte as it 1ssues trom the

Illounte!ne. lllust be allowed to flow down the stres,llllilto eat1afy older

priorities on the lowel' Plt.<tte.

The yeWl 1y d1eoharge ot all these streams is about 540 000 aore
~ kt:I ~ cr/~~ pr~~./'L~ ;7&000 CL~ ~r
feet~ Of this amoUnt the Moffat Tunnel D1s~1c1f1n Jefferson County

g1ves up o.bout 20,000 acr e teet annually.



I .h1idt 11\ 11tH be iill1mlthd th t tMrI Wl'l.tlU' "'" worth $1.60 P~l'

~crft foQt. It t~k."~ut 3 11ttl& tl~uri~)to .~. th-t thiea~~nt. to

$60,000 unnUttUy. \'flllch In turn lit S1' of the prlnolpe,l a\lfll of 11,00'),000.

In o'tnerlllOl"tlll 1t WQuld bill worth t1., UOQ.O,~ to Arv dn. 1I,P!.-1 on'tirone 1t

the oIl:! "dG:!.' Jl'lghtn on U,e Pll\\tU OQuld be liuppllt'1d frem .Hlm. O1\bllt'

IH'lU1'oe the.l:l tJl'QIfl the ",tGn of 01,u'lJ:- Or eel' , tlou'ldot Q):eo)l: ~nd, <ltb4U' trib-

utlO.rll1l8 of t11<1UPPI'll' Platt.,.

)fOlt let Ul1 11',1'1\lIl'Ietor tiltl 1ll0000ellt thot 100,000 &or. t., Qf lIrA.t t

1e brought. tt,rough thil 111mnel ,uK! tiL' not one (11'<;1'of ~bill .nUI:' 1.

glv6n to ttv~ tu.rIOOU b\~t th/!lt dl or it 11& nlfhhly ulHild by tn. Olty

of IlIlIa.Vo!ll' •

A city ~oe. nut ttotua!ly oon_ume or ey~potatemuch wat~r. Koet
of U 19 OOIlJ.tor ifl'lJhllli~ or ole n»1ll;~ 1n tnoWilanda of l1ittoreut "tty'.
It flows out ot' the !rrll,oat nllil 1nto the \'UIIUU' wlUau'!: lll&t rhl dlmlnu-

t lon. Of th;,t. pOl'Ucm l'lV j 011 16 UiuHl for l.rt'i/(ntlrtp bwnfl thlt IH llI4Ip.ro-

p""UCI'l l'etu:ttu4 to t}llt at..relffl bert alii,ltns OMI. In hrlll lrrl'atlon.

'1'h1& :f 1', l"llturn h R/1Id 'to be DbQut 7\f1, but to,. a eitrth. :rliturtl 1.

about 01$.

So tll8 aUy ,,1.11r turn to the P1 tte :,,0,'00 &01.'. tut of thA' Tun-
nnl WI tel'. Th1n "u t bo 11l addition to lfh t it nOilr rIt1\l.1t'1~.

'th1l1 Mlount l':I'iUalfl t.ha roui:h IU,Up,: ttl of the 110 11,1Or th~ J.()\IJI\I~r
fi,.,rtZ:v. ~ ;r:Lt ~~t:-& ~L-¥i ~~
--~~-,f~~·~4/V~~LJ£d.$'1".". (.l). 0)0 I.or'~ I'll t).:h~ '~{;J <rU ~ ~ (/" ~ ~ ~

~~~~~ ~~v.,
So \'!f$ IUHj ~c oOl.ln1:ry Vl'OWld UYt<rt", "')1,11,1be bCf1!lt1Uftl) "'0

the (txtent of $1,000000 in a I!$fmrl@:t' which h poulUvfi., <Uuot ~n:i
..-l

e"f,-i"*y Ill."'""'l!'~ .



It IIMlliI o:r: all of the tunnel. v/tt!lr 1& uaed direotly on the 1'liJl'mlll
nEt/ir ArVMIl then the benefit 71111be just eo lIIuohgreeter,

But Gome objectors $~Y th~t bringing water th~ougha tunnel from
one $1de of the rlingo to anothor 1a "new, untried, unprfct10el and 11-

leglll." Now suoh a proj aot 1lI not new nor untried nor impr "otioo1 aa

a very 11tt16 study w111 11t'OVe, nil the boat lll.tI'yel'll in the st.te beve

said tllut there is no law which prohibits it.

Tho largest tunnel diversion projeot whioh I h$ve Geen WAS built

by the Reolamation Service in UtBh, The IH'Ia.dw",tera of the Strllwberry

Rt vel' sr9 oi>llaoted by fl di toh I'md oonveyed th:rough a. 4-mUe tl,lnne1

whioh pie£oeB the divld$ between the Colorado River water shod and the

Salt LI'Jt(:l Bl,l.eln. The wuter is UiJod on t~l'mG nelll' Provo. About 150,000

acre faet are diverted annually.
The Chombera Lake ~rojeot, whioh is over 20 years old, tnkee water

from the s1irelllls which flow 1n1io Grfln,tLake aM oonvllya thifl \'tutor acr oaa

the O~ntlnental Divide to Ohambers Lake whioh is on the head of the
Caohe 1" Poudro which is e, tributury of the South Plette. The water 1e

used on 10,000 aares n8£r Fort Oolline, Thie projeot, from a legal
at~ndpoint, 1~ a oounterpel't of the Moffat Tunnel projeot. Tbe souroe
of supply lilt' both projeots 18 the upper reaobes of streeJlltl flowing into

tlH' Oolorad.o River DJ'ldthe plros of use in both 0!I1lat'l iii Ln the bvein

of the South Platte.

Qov<'.ll'nol'it ton built a siml1ar but smaller diveraon onShee'P Oreek

over as yeurs 1l1l'O.

Str.mge to GUY one of the first ditohes buiit in the 8t tew.s a

diversion of 1flltll1' across the Contiul.'lfitial Divide. Ita 1'Ul'l"0BA Wafl to

uUgttlflnt the \'tv.'tel' l'upply for th6 working of tho hign pllloers above



Fair Play. It took water from tributaries of the Blue, which flows into
the Colorado, and used it in the basin of the South Platte.

I could go on and mention several more similar projects but space
forbids. I think that sober seoond thought of any of my experienoed
readers will dispel the idea that there is anything "new or untried or
impractical" about bringing water through the Moffat Tunnel. As to the
legality of the enterprise I understand that the rule is no different
from that of,smo.ller enterprises, namely that if the water cen be taken
Without injuring those Who have a prior right to it, then the law sanc-
tions its use. So let us see what chance there is of eomeone proving
injury.

The western slope is mostly mountains. There are relatively few
places Where the land lies fl!tt enough to farm. The te:talfarmable area
in the basin of the Colorado (Grand) is 250,000 acres, and of this
amount 160,000 is now irrigated. The Colorado (Grand) River as measured
by the GOvernment just below Glenwood Springs flows 3,000,000 aore
feet yearly. These figures do not include the basins of the Gunnison
and Uncompahgre whioh have a superabundant water supply of their own,

It is apparent that diverting a few hundred thousand acre feElt to
the eastern slope would never be missed, so far as the f!ll'lDersare con-
cerned.

The rights of the Colorado Power Company are more apt to be affeot-
ed than those of any other interest and all conservative estimatee de-
duct a certain amount of the low water flow, which occurs in mldwinter
on this accoun t ,

The estimates of available water whioh Can be brought through the



Morfa.t Tunnel are not be-ned on gU.lillfiWl!I. Thoy are 'blillu:d on the l'ltflUlts
of Oov6rnment ma $\1I'1Illst. tlonll' looht.,d lit the altitude of the tunnel.

The reoorda tor 14 Y<h~a O,,1Ie now IJ,vdlo.ble.

The total ll-SSeSlHld vlJ.luntion of the Tunnel Diatriot 10 .1111'lt ebout

$300,000,000.00. The os !!PGod valuation ¢f the Tunnel D1striot 1n

Jeff'l1'!lon County ill /lbout $3,700,000.00. The tote-I liability, a.8lJUlll.l.ng

the whole projeot in an utter tnilure, ie $e,120,OOO.00. The ll~bl11ty

of the Tunnel Distriot 1n Jefferson Oounty 18 a,llout $83,000.00.
A eimple w~y or puttln~ 1t in thlu--the tunnel distriot in Jeffer-

aon Oounty 1n ceked to loan ite oredit up to 0. maximum of $83,000.00.

to a. proj aot Which 18 thorough 11 aound , whioll htll ev,1'y prOflp8ot of being

Vf1EYprol'lperOUfl and whioh hl off.l.olll'ed by the befit men in the dhtriot.

An,l for th.l.l" loan of ored.it tllil distriot 19 prectioa,lly £lure of getting

11;s l'I:,1;6r t:lUppl1tl& Ei.U!7!!lcnted to the 6lLUnt ot $1,000,000. JO end will

shuro in th~ ot~er b~nfffltG of the prOjeot.


