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dﬁﬁﬂgﬁff‘  OF WHAT USF WOULD THE MOFFAT TUNNEL
G

BE TO ARVADA AND VICINITY

The matter of trensportation has been so fully discussed thot I
will not touch on ﬁha& mattar,

Arvads is in the center of an irrigated sres snd there are certain
features of the diversion of water through the tunnel that may be new
to my recders or which may be presented in a new light,

‘ One of the hardships which the irrigated distriot near Arvads hss
to bear ;q thet of having its water supplies shut off to supply older
water righte down on the Platte, This ocours year after year. Just at
the time when the farme need the water th& most the order comes from
the B8tate Engineer's office to the local water commissioners that the
old rights down the Platte are short of their quota and the hesd gates
of the junior ditohim bn Clesr Oreek end on Boulder Creek snd their
tributaries are shut down, '

To meke & close estimate of the amount of water thus lost to the
Moffat Tunnel Distriet in Jefferson County would involve sn enormous
amount of detsiled work, but approximstions can easily be made which
will illustrste the point almost as well aes exact figures,

Roughly spesking, sbout one-sixth of the available supply of Boulder
Creek, Clear Creek, Beur COreek and the Plstte ase it issuee from the
mountaing, must be sllowed to flow down the stresme to satisfy older
priorities on the lower Plutte,

The yeerly discharge of pll these stresms is sbout 540.000 gore
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feet, Of this amodnt the Moffat Tuanel Distfict’ in Jefferson County
gives up gbout 20,000 gore feet annuslly,



I think 1% will be sdmitted that this water is worth §1,60 per
pore foot., It takan but s littls tiguring'ta sea thst this amounts to
$60,000 annuslly, which in turn ie 6% of the principsl sum of $1,000,000,
In other words it would be warth §$1,000,000 to Arvada and snvirons 1f
the old water rights on the Platte could be supplisd from some other
sourge then from the woters of Clesr Creek, Boulder Oresk snd other tribe
uteries of the uppsr Platse,

How let us savume for the moment that 100,000 gore feoet of water
is brought through the tunnel and thet not one drop of this water is
given to the farmers bBut that sdl of it 1s selfishly used by the City
of Denver,

A ¢ity doss not potually consums or evaporate much water, MNost
of 1t 1» wsad for washing Or oleunsing in thousands of different waye,
It flows out of the faeuoet snd into the sower wiﬁhau& metoriel diminue
tion. Of that portion whioch is used for irrigating lawns the ssme pro-
portion returns to the stress bed e is the csse in farm irrigation,
Thie form return is sold o be about 70% but for s city the return ie
about @Qﬁ!

8o the oisy will retura to the Platte 90,000 nore foot of the Tun-
nel water, This will be in addition to what it now returns,

This emount equals %hs ruu@h satip §1240f the dexpnd of t }gggtzz
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8o wo meos that a o nnuat:y ArVaaﬁ wmulm be bvensfitted to
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If some or all of the tunnel water 1s used directly on the ferms
near Arvads then the benefit will be just so much grester,

But some objectore say that bringing water through a tunnel from
one side of the range to another is ®new, untried, unprseticel and il-
legel.® Now guch a project is not new nor untried nor imprsoticel as
a very little study will prove, and the best lawyers in the state have
sald thut there 1s no law which prohibits it,

The largest tunnel diversion project which I hove seen was builg
by the Reclametion Service in Utsh, The heed weters of the Strawberry
River are cbllaatad by & diteh and conveyed through a 4-mile tunnel
which plerces the divide between the Colorado Rivcr water shed and the
Salt Lake Basin, The water is used on ferms neer Prove. About 150,000
sore feet sre diverted onnuplly,

The Chambers Lske project, which is over 20 yesrs old, tukes water
from the strecms which flow into Grend Lake end conveys this water across
the Comtinental Divide to Chsmbers Lake which is on the heasd of the
Cuche ls Poudre which is & tributsery of the South Platte., The water is
used on 10,000 gores nesr Fort Colline, Thie projeect, from s legal
standpoint, is a counterpert of the Moffat Tunnel project, The source
of supply of both projects is the upper reschee of streems flowing into
the Colorado River snd the plece of use in both cuses is in the bsein
of the South Platte, _

Govaernor Eston built & similar but smsller diverdon on Sheep Creek
over 38 yeurs ago.

Strange to aay. one of the first ditches buiit in the State wee a
diversion of weter across the Continentel Divide., Ite purpose was to

sugment the woter supply for the working of the high plucers above



Fair Play. It took water from tributeries of the Blue, which flows into
the Colorado, and used it in the besin of the South Platte.

I could go on and mention several more similar projects but space
forbids. I think that sober second thought of any of my experienced
'readers will dispel the idea that there is anything "new or untried or
impractical" about bringing water through the Moffst Tunnel. As to the
legelity of the enterprise I understand that the rule is no different
from thet of -emaller enterpriees, namely that if the water csn be taken
without injuring those who have a prior right to it, then the law sanc~-
tions 'its use. So let us see what chance there is of someone proving
injury.

The western slope is mostly mounteins, There are relatively few
places where the land lies flst enough to farm, The tael farmsble sres
in the basin of the Colorado (Grand) is 250,000 scres, snd of this
amount 160,000 is now irrigated. The Colorado (Grend) River as measured
by the Government just below Glenwood Springs flows 3,000,000 sere
feet yearly, These figures do not include the basins of the Gunnison
and Uncompahgre which have a superasbundant water supply of their own,

It ies apparent that diverting a few hundred thousand acre feet to
the eastern elope would never be missed, so far as the furmers sre con-
cerned,

The rights of the Colorado Power Company are more spt to be affect-
ed than those of any other interest and all conservative estimates de-
duct a certain smount of the low water flow,,whioh occurs in midwinter
on thia.ancount.

The estimates of available water which can be brought through the
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Moffat Tunnel are not besed on gussses. They are besed on the results
of Government messuring htﬁttena located gt the altitude of the tunnel,
The records for 14 years are now apvailable,

The total assessed veluation of the Tunnel District is Just about
$300,000,000,00, The ss-essed valuation of the Tunnel District in
Jefferson County is sbout $3,700,000,00, The totsl lisbility, assuming
the whole project is an utter failure, is $6,720,000,00, The lisbility
of the Tunnel Distriet in Jefferson County is about $83,000,00,

A simple wuy of putting it is this--the tunnel district in chfeém
son County is peked to loan ite oredit up to & meximum of §83,000, 00,
to & project which is thoroughly sound, which hes every prospect of bsing
very prasperous and which is officered by the best men in the dietriot,
And for this losn of eredit the district is prectically sure of getting
its woter supplies sugmented to the extent of $1,000,000,00 end will
share in the other benefits of the project,



