
Voyager 7 Tomcat WebVoyage
Interface for Dummies

or: What will it take to customize 
our new user interface and remain 

sane?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is this “Dummies” stuff?



Who am I?

• Laura Guy

• lguy@mines.edu

• Systems Librarian at the Colorado School of 
Mines

• Working with Voyager for eleven years.

• Working with Tomcat since early 2008.

• *NOT* a programmer!

mailto:lguy@mines.edu


Agenda
• Tomcat Overview

• Cascading Style Sheets

• XML/XSL

• webvoyage.properties

• Quick Changes

• Resources & Tools

• Patches & Upgrades

• Why Tomcat?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
May or may not make it through this entire thing.  If you want to stop and talk about something, we can.



Tomcat Overview

• Different toolsets (CSS, XML, XSL, JavaScript).
• Content is dynamically generated.
• Information from the Voyager database (and 
other sources like Google or Amazon) is 
combined with formatting properties of CSS, 
etc. to render displays.

• myAccount page = myAccount.xsl + 
cl_myAccount.xsl + myAccountLinks.xsl + 
myAccount.css + stdImports.xsl (and others!)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More than a dozen files are used to create the myAccount page, but many are used in EVERY page.  (See the Architecture Overview manual!)

BTW, “cl_” prefix for filenames stands for content layout…

On the Architecture Overview manual “myAccount” flowchart (fig 2-2, shown in next slide), you’ll notice that fairly high on the list of files is the stdImports.xsl file (stdImports imports frameWork.xsl).  Everything from there down is shared by a lot of pages.  That means that, for XSL unique to My Account, you’ll be looking to myAccount.xsl (doesn’t really build anything: mostly organizes importing other files like stdImports and cl_myAccounts), cl_myAccount.xsl (builds most of the page), and myAccountLinks.xsl (builds the buttons to other pages linked from My Account, like Personal Info and Search Preferences).  You can abstract the architecture to most pages in WebVoyáge: the XSL file with the sensible name (e.g. …/[skin]/xsl/login.xsl) will import a number of other files, including the contentLayout file that actually builds the page (e.g. …/[skin]/xsl/contentLayout/cl_login.xsl).






Out of the Box

• Tomcat “out of the box” is designed to be 
quite functional.  

• Various searches are preconfigured (basic, 
advanced, subject, author).

• Default functions (limits, sorting) are working.

• Format icons in results list.

• Google books embedded in record display 
“Action Box.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is one of the great advantages to Tomcat (we’ll discuss others later). 

A paradigm shift: We’re used to thinking (with the old UI) that we had to be ready to make massive changes.  Things are different now!  You can relax (at least a little bit!)

Let’s take a look!



Tomcat “Out of the Box”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the “exl_default” skin on our production server.

Basic search has “all fields”, “title”, “journal title”, “author”, “subject” and “call number” searches.  Basic limits (2006 and after, English language, videos).   

Advanced has all the filters.

 



Tomcat “Out of the Box”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Results list has format icons as well as sort by and filtering functions.



Tomcat “Out of the Box”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Record display has action box with link to Google plus “Actions” options, staff view toggle.  Redirects for authors and subjects.

You’ll noticed that there is just one patron view rather than two.  This may or may not cause you “issues”.  We argued long and hard about what to put into the single record view.  It was Reference versus Catalogers and in this case the Catalogers won.

BTW, chapter 27 of the Architecture manual is entitled “how do I create additional record views?”



Out of the Box

• As we’ve seen it is pretty functional.

• There are a few things you’ll probably want to 
change right away and we’ll talk about those 
later.

• Meantime, in order to make changes you must 
understand Tomcat and how it works.

• Here the Architecture manual comes in very 
handy.  Read it!  Really!!



Tomcat Organization

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The /tomcat directory and subdirectories along with the /vwebv directory comprise the engine that drives the new WebVoyáge user interface. Note that the second or lower /vwebv directory (yellow box) also acts as the top layer of the WebVoyáge application.

For example:

http://catalyst.coalliance.org/vwebv/ui/en_US/images/csm_banner.gif

And yes – there are two vwebv directories – get over it!

<The /tomcat engine obtains data from the /vxws directory which is acting as the data provider.>




Skins

• A skin is a user interface’s appearance.

• In the U.S. the default skin is /en_US. 

• /exl_default is the (‘read‐only’) skin. Never 
mess with it (note it is not really read‐only!).

• To make a new skin:

cd /m1/voyager/xxxdb/tomcat/vwebv/context/vwebv/ui

cp –pr en_US new_skin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A skin gives a Web application a different look and feel. A skin changes the way the user interface appears when a user clicks a button, but does not change the UI's behavior. A change in the skin thus results in a change to an application's appearance.



In the example if you make a new skin it will give you a URL like this:

http://catalyst.coalliance.org/vwebv/searchBasic?sk=new_skin

To make it more “friendly” you’ll need to do work in Apache.



/ui/en_US [“skin”]  Organization

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The /ui directory provides the opportunity to customize the default skin (/en_US, and/or to add others. Libraries may add as many skins as are desirable. Note, however, that having many skins will complicate the customization process following upgrade. Still, libraries may wish to offer multiple skins so that multiple views of the OPAC are available. These views could focus on the needs of a particular user group such as library staff or mobile device owners or for any other specialized use.



File Naming

• Recall the myAccount page example: 
– myAccount.xsl
– myAccountLinks.xsl
– cl_myAccount.xsl
– myAccount.css

• (In reality over 12 files! css, xsl, xml, etc.)
• Naming is used to show relationships between 
files that build the HTML (header, footer, main 
content).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “primary” .xsl file used to build the pages are generally found here: /m1/voyager/xxxdb/tomcat/vwebv/context/vwebv/ui/[skin]/xsl/

The name of a xsl file used for building the display page usually reflects the page’s purpose (myAccounts.xsl). This “primary” file imports other files which in turn import even more files.

Page processing and display properties are combined with data to produce the HTML.  The HTML is built “on the fly” and doesn’t “really” exist!

The xsl page takes input from various components: xml, js, css and templates and a “magic black box” generates the HTML.

The myAccount.xsl imports the following:
• stdImports.xsl. (This is an important part of the page processing. Every page uses it. It imports frameWork.xsl.)
• myAccount.xsl also imports cl_myAccount.xsl. (This is a key component. The cl stands for content layout.)
• and it imports myAccountLinks.xsl.
• and myAccount.css.

The myAccount.xsl calls the following templates which are used to construct every page:
• buildHtmlPage.
• buildContent.

The frameWork.xsl takes input from the following components:
• .xml files.
• .js files.
• .css files.
• buildHtmlPage template.
• Timeout mechanism.

And subsequently, the frameWork.xsl generates HTML output with the following page components:
• Header.
• Main content based on the buildContent template.
• Footer.

And why am I telling you this?  Well, because it is complicated and many files are involved.  All must be “perfect”.  Messing up one file can do considerable damage to many pages!  Also, while it seems there are many places to “look” to make changes, in fact there is a discreet set of “important” files.  I’ll be pointing out some of them.



Cascading Style Sheets

• CSS is used to describe the presentation of a 
document.  

• Controls colors, fonts, layouts, etc.

• Processed hierarchically.

• Specified priorities allow one style sheet to 
override another style sheet.

• “Baseline defaults” used in combination with 
page‐specific controls.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) is a style sheet language used to describe the presentation of a document. CSS is commonly used to apply style to web pages or more specifically colors, fonts, layout, and other aspects of document presentation. These are processed in a specified priority scheme or hierarchy that determines which style rules apply. As a result, pieces of one style sheet may be overridden by another style sheet (or even by controls appearing later in a single style sheet!).

Thus baseline defaults are used in combination with page-specific, overriding controls for formatting.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you see something that looks like this, you’ve lost your CSS!

In general if you see this, it’s a bad sign.  And yes, I’ve seen it and yes, I’ve probably done everything wrong that you can possibly do wrong.



Important CSS Files

These are the “baseline defaults” and are used

in almost every page:
– pageProperties.css

– quickSearch.css

– header.css

– frameWork.css

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In WebVoyáge, the baseline defaults are provided by the following .css files that are used by almost every page that is generated:

1. pageProperties.css
2. quickSearchBar.css
3. header.css
4. frameWork.css

This list illustrates the order of precedence for each of these .css files. In this hierarchy, pageProperties.css provides overriding characteristics to #2 through #4. Specific page .css files like myAccount.css always override the baseline defaults.

In other words, among these baseline files, pageProperties overrides the other three controls.  header.css trumps framework.css.

Variations in a specific page .css file only apply to that page. For more global changes like a font change for all pages, the files controlling the baseline defaults need to be modified.

The latest rule wins: if you have the same rule twice in a stylesheet, the second one “wins”.

A stylesheet that is loaded after an earlier one “wins”.




pageProperties.css

• Search tips font sizes and colors

• Instruction text font sizes and colors

• My Account instructions font sizes and colors

• Error text font sizes and colors

• Block messages font sizes and colors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consumer Warning: I’ve made few changes to the CSS. I have a basic understanding of it and how it works, but am no expert. We’ve decided to leave much of it alone and concentrate on customizing other aspects of the UI.  We did start out making line padding changes and such to the default, but then realized how trivial those changes were and that in general while we noticed is that our users didn’t really notice if there was padding here or an extra blue line there.  

If you do make changes double-check your work in various browsers!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
IF you could see this you’d see that I’m using a tool called Firefox Firebug (we’ll talk about it later) to mess with one of the controls in pageProperties (.instructionText is set larger to 1.7.5 em).

You’d also see that in this example pageProperties.css “trumps” frameWork.css (it’s higher up in the style frame window in the lower right-hand corner).

Microsoft IE has a similar tool.



quickSearchBar.css

• Color of bar

• Positions of elements within bar (form, 
button, search history image, labels, etc.)

• Font sizes and colors; text alignment and 
decoration



header.css

• Position of tabs, horizontal and vertical
• Space provided for header and footer
• Placement and organization of patron login 
and help links

• Font sizes and colors; alignment
• Default pointer for components in header
• Position and placement of logo image
• Library link and copyright details in footer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is where we made a change to accommodate the width of our banner.  



frameWork.css

• Every page uses it.

• Font sizes and colors; alignment

• Header size; position of components

• Footer size; position of components

• Hyperlink colors

• Border width and height

• Position of main content



Other Important CSS Files

• resultsFacets.css

• displayRecord.css

• myAccount.css

• highLight.css

• displayCommon.css

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The only one of these we changed was the displayCommon and that was because we didn’t like a padding change around the Bib Title.

resultsFacets.css:
– font-sizes and –colors; alignment and decoration for static text and search terms
– position of buttons in both footer and header; button graphic
– numerous things related to the jump bar
– checkbox behavior
– colors for alternate rows
– spacing within results list
– Available/Not Available images

displayRecord.css
– color, font-size of This Item and Actions boxes
– placement of Bib title
– font-size and –weight of Bib title
– position of record display, including relationship between labels and data
– appearance of holdings and item information, including related records

myAccount.css:
– buttons of several kinds
– placement of patron summary box; color, font-size and –color
– customization of Fines/Fees, Charged Items, Requests tables

highlight.css:
– colors used to highlight search terms in Titles results lists

displayCommon.css:
–  action box
–  book covers
–  field tags
–  bib title, etc.






Changing CSS

• Some CSS changes are easy (for example, 
colors and other changes that don’t alter the 
structure of the page).

• Other CSS changes are hard (like the ones that 
move elements such as search boxes around 
the page).

• All CSS changes require testing in various 
browsers and different display types.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locating which CSS file you need to change can be challenging – Firebug comes in handy here (we’ll talk about that later).

Ditto with finding the specific line that styles a given element.



CSS Resources

• CSS Zen Garden: 
http://www.csszengarden.com

• Firebug home: http://getfirebug.com (more 
on this when I talk about tools)

• W3Schools CSS Tutorial: 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/default.asp

http://www.csszengarden.com/
http://getfirebug.com/
http://www.w3schools.com/css/default.asp


XML/XSL

• XML (Extensible Markup Language): specifies 
document structure and like HTML before it, 
does markup.

• XSL (Extensible Stylesheet Language): takes 
input from other components, allows one to 
format or transform files encoded in the XML 
standard.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
XSL takes input from XML, etc.

XML: logic of what displays  (good example: displaycfg.xml)

XSL: what displays and how  (good example: display.xsl)

The XML makes stuff accessible to the XSL

XML data (record data from the database, SYSADMIN settings, labels and actions that are established by config files like webvoyage.properties) that the XSL files use to generate each page.

If you are familiar with HTML you’ll have an easier time.  But some rules:

Non-empty elements like <h1> Text here </h1> are the same, but empty elements like </ br> are not.

Also proper nesting of tags is essential.

It’s a lot touchier than good old HTML and a lot less forgiving.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the difference, really, between XSL and XML?

(Norman in I, Mudd)

“I am not programmed to respond in that area.”





Important XSL Files

• displaycfg.xml

• displayHoldings.xml

• display.xsl

• pageProperties.xml

• frameWork.xsl

• limits.xml

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may want to spend some time looking at these.



displaycfg.xml

• Configure Bibliographic record display.

• Decide which MARC tags to include.

• Change labels that describe Bibliographic 
MARC fields.

• Change the display order of the MARC fields.

• Set up redirects.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found in /contentLayout/configs directory.

This is where you’d add the Syndetics or other book cover if you want one on the record display.

We’ve done a huge amount of customization here.  It is one of the few files I generally do not replace during patch/upgrade.



displayHoldings.xml

• Configure Holdings/Items record display.

• Decide which MARC tags to include.

• Change labels that describe MFHD MARC 
fields and Item statuses.

• Change the display order of the MARC fields.

• Set up redirects.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found in /contentLayout/configs directory.

We’ve done minor changes here – specifically to set up Call Number redirecting which isn’t (wasn’t?) turned on by default.



display.xsl

• How the data in the displaycfg.xml and 
displayHoldings.xml files displays.

• Change how something looks or behaves on 
the record display page.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ve done  a lot of work here adding, for example, “title” information to the book cover so when you mouse-over you get an idea of where clicking will take you.

This is where you’d add (for example) code to change the 856 field label to an icon (this was discussed recently on Voy-L)

A template that identifies all the display codes that can be processed




pageProperties.xml

• Change order of search tabs in header and 
footer

• Change order of buttons in Browse bar

• Edit search tips for each search page

• Provide instructions for various activities

• Modify labels for Bib format/description

• Edit hover text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found in /userTextConfigs directory.

We’ve done a lot of customization here, including changing login screen info, changing nohits message, changing search tips, results page book covers, additional block codes, NewBooks and spellcheck code.

REMEMBER that this code is very unforgiving!  Making a “bad” change can impact the UI in weird and unexpected ways.  




frameWork.xsl

• Takes input from numerous components 
including xml, js and css files as well as 
templates.

• Generates the HTML output including a 
header, quick search, main content, and a 
footer.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found in the /pageTools directory.

One place where highlighting is enabled.

Jim’s spellcheck code added here.




limits.xml

• Identify the specific entries that are included 
on the Advanced Search page

• Relates to the different limit groups
– format

– status

– type

– language

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In xsl/userTextConfigs

I haven’t touched this but have seen it discussed on Voy-L.



Other Important xml Files

• emailcfg.xml

• emailBody.xsl

• printCommon.xsl

• briefRecordconfig.xml

• fullRecordconfig.xml

• 104X_config.xml

Presenter
Presentation Notes
emailcfg.xml:
– configure Bibliographic record display for email
– decide which MARC tags to include
– change labels that describe Bibliographic MARC fields

emailBody.xsl:
– configure footer information to include institutional details for email messages sent from WebVoyáge

printCommon.xsl:
– configure footer information to include institutional details for individual or multiple title lists printed via the Print function from within WebVoyáge

briefRecordConfig.xml/fullRecordConfig.xml:
– configure Bibliographic record display for print brief and full record details
– decide which MARC tags to include
– change labels that describe Bibliographic MARC fields

104X_config.xml:
– configure either “NISO” or “Standard” display for serials holdings

display.xsl
–  a template that identifies all the display codes that can be processed




XML Resources

• W3Schools Online Web Tutorials (including 
tutorials on XML, XPath, and XSL): 
http://www.w3schools.com/

• WebVoyage “Show XML” button in 
.../[skin]/xsl/pageTools/frameWork.xsl 
(change “false” to “true” to use for 
troubleshooting)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As far as I know there aren’t any nifty tools like Firebug to really help with this.  You can of course get XML editors.  There’s a WIKI page of them and Oxygen is one I’ve seen mentioned frequently.

http://www.w3schools.com/


webvoyage.properties

• Organized into three main sections:
– Options (answer Y or N)

– Connections (Remote Databases)

– Page Customizations (the new OPAC.INI)

• Each section has stanzas.

• Huge, complicated, important…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a very good file to spend a lot of time looking at.  Often times if you are looking to change something that isn’t CSS, it pays to look here first.



Customizations Section

• Search codes

• Headers and footers

• Action Box

• Limit To

• Quick Search bar 

• Enable email



Quick Changes

• Banner image

• Get rid of “start page”

• Page Footer

• Search Types on Basic Search Page

• Quick Limits

• Search Page Names and Tabs Text

• Enable Email, disable Holdings Jump Bar



But First a Word From Our Sponsor

• Back up your files!

• Comment your work!

• Make changes one at a time!

• Move changed files in one at a time!

• Keep previous versions of good files!

• TEST!  TEST!  TEST!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Having to back out of changes is never fun but be ready to do it.



Banner Image

• Specified in webvoyage.properties.

• Don’t change filename (webVoyageLogo.jpg). 

• Easiest of you leave it the original size (175 
pixel width by 35 pixel height).

• Create a transparent gif if you want it to work 
better with the default background.

• Default background is a .png file

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Default banner background file: img_headerBackground.png

If you change the size you will need to fuss with other stuff (like header.css) and beware weird issues.  Make sure you look at your site in a variety of browsers, on a variety of display types.



Get Rid of Default Start Page

• Most sites do not want to use this.

• …/vwebv/context/vwebv/htdocs/index.html

• Change contents to (example!):

<script language="javascript"> 
window.location.href="http://catalyst.coalliance.org/vwebv/searchBasic?sk=en_US" 
</script>

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I don’t know why they do this. It’s kind of funny.



Page Footer 

• webvoyage.properties file

• Look for “Footer” section or stanza and 
customize:
– page.footer.library.linktext=Your Library Name 
Here

– page.footer.library.link=http://your.librarylink.here



Customize Basic Search Types

• webvoyage.properties file.

• Basic Search Codes stanza.

• Review the instructions there.

• Decide on your search types, what you want 
to call them, their order of display, and how 
they should behave.

• There are four lines per code.



Modify Search Codes

• Example (active):

page.search.basic.search.code.leftAnchorTitle=

page.search.basic.search.code.leftAnchorTitle.code=TALL

page.search.basic.search.code.leftAnchorTitle.order=5

page.search.basic.search.code.leftAnchorTitle.display=Title Browse (omit leading articles)

• Example (inactive):

#page.search.basic.search.code.titleKeyAnd=

#page.search.basic.search.code.titleKeyAnd.code=TKEY^

#page.search.basic.search.code.titleKeyAnd.order=10

#page.search.basic.search.code.titleKeyAnd.display=Title Keyword



Modify Quick Limits

• webvoyage.properties file.

• Limit To stanza.

• Used both in Basic Search and post‐search 
filter.

• Decide what limits you want to use, their 
order, display name.

• Each entry has four lines.



Limit To Stanza

• Example:

page.search.limitTo.selected=none

page.search.limitTo.none=

page.search.limitTo.none.limit=none

page.search.limitTo.none.order=1

page.search.limitTo.none.text=All Material

#

page.search.limitTo.Archive=

page.search.limitTo.Archive.limit=LOCA=Archive

page.search.limitTo.Archive.order=2

page.search.limitTo.Archive.text=Archive

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you’ve configured the classic webvoyage this will look familiar.  



Enable Email

• webvoyage.properties file.

• “Action Box” text:
actionBox.actions.email.linkText=E‐mail

• Search Results bar:
page.searchResults.browseBar.email.button=E‐mail

page.searchResults.browseBar.email.button.message=E‐mail the search results

• option.email variable:
option.email=Y



Disable Holdings Jump Bar

• webvoyage.properties file.

• Primarily used for multi‐database sites

db.holdings.jumpBar=N



Search Window Titles & Headings

• webvoyage.properties file.

• Search Basic stanza.

• Example:

page.search.subject.title=WebVoyáge Subject Search

page.search.subject.heading=Subject Search



Search “Button” Text

• webvoyage.properties file

• Search Pages stanza.

• Example:

page.search.buttons.author.button=Photographer

page.search.buttons.author.message=Search by Photographer



Quick Changes (Not!)

• Colors are more difficult than one might think.

• Some changes are CSS others are images.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I remember during field testing thinking “WHAT?! I have to make new graphics?!”  But yes indeed, the “tabs” are graphics and you need to work with PaintShop or some other program like that (NEXT SLIDE!)



Tab Colors

• The tabs (for both the header and the search tabs) are one of the few elements of the pages 
that are constructed with images. To change the colors, you need to replace those images. 
The easiest way to do it, though, is by editing those files using an application like PaintShop
to replace the existing colors with what you would like to use. 

• Each tab is composed of two images‐‐a thin one on the left and a wide one (that stretches to 
the appropriate width) on the right. Both images have the same colors, and there are two 
different versions of each image for active and inactive (for a total of four images per tab 
type). The images are all located in: 
/m1/voyager/xxxdb/tomcat/vwebv/context/vwebv/ui/your_SKIN/images/ 

search_nav_right_off.gif <‐‐ standard wide side 

search_nav_left_off.gif <‐‐ standard thin side 

search_nav_right_on.gif <‐‐ active (mouseover/selected) wide 

side search_nav_left_on.gif <‐‐ active (mouseover/selected) thin side 



Search Form Colors

• Update searchPages.css to change the color of 
the search form itself, as well as the little line 
between the active search form and its tab. 

#searchForm

{ 

background‐color: #ccccff; border: 1px solid #000; clear: left; margin: 0px; padding: 0px; 

}

#searchNav li#on a, #searchNav a:hover 

{ 

color: #333; border‐bottom: 1px solid #ccccff; cursor: pointer; 

} 



Quick Search Bar Color, etc.

• Colors live in many other places.

• For example: resultsFacets.css for browse bars 
at top and bottom of results.

• Also: quickSearchbar.css

• Header background:    
img_headerBackground.png

• Endless fun for the whole family!



Architecture Manual

• Separate display for serials.

• Persistent link to record.

• Add new search or header tab.

• Hide limits on the Advanced Search page.

• Disable AutoComplete.



Resources & Tools

• Architecture Manual and etc.
• WebVoyáge Highlights (John Larson’s posts)
• Voy‐L, WIKI, etc.
• WinSCP
• UltraEdit
• Firebug
• Name That Color
• MS I.E. Script debugging/Dev. Tool

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WebVoyáge Architecture Overview and Configuration Models. 

Upgrade and other documentation.




WinSCP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Free, open source SFTP Client includes on-board editor.
There are many others.  
http://winscp.net




UltraEdit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Powerful text, xml, html editor.
Very useful File Compare function
Inexpensive.
www.ultraedit.com




Firebug

Presenter
Presentation Notes
designed to integrate with Firefox, “lite” version for IE available.
provides easy-to-use development and troubleshooting tools
It is both an inspector and an editor.
http://getfirebug.com
Can help you to figure out what files to look at or to change
CSS mode lets you make color/font/etc changes on the fly (but be forewarned these are Firefox displays, not IE!)
Example: messing with the displayCommon.css file to change color of “Action Box”.

**

Firebug has an “inspect” feature that streamlines the identification of relevant CSS.  When you’re looking at a page in WebVoyáge and you have Firebug open, click the “Inspect” button at the upper-left of the Firebug window.  Then move your mouse over different elements of the page in WebVoyáge and watch the Firebug window.  The left side will be navigating around the HTML source of whatever you’re hovering over, and the right will show the CSS that affects it.here are many, many tutorials available: http://getfirebug.com/docs.html



Presenter
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http://chir.ag/projects/name-that-color/
Drag and drop color wheel to make colors.
Get the Hex and RGB values
Many other similar sites and sites that specialize such as http://www.colblindor.com/color-name-hue/



Microsoft Internet Explorer

• Turn on script debugging in I.E.
– Tools‐>Internet Options…‐>Advanced‐>Disable 
Script Debugging

• I.E. Developer Toolbar (for IE8 use on‐board 
dev. tools by pressing F12).



Patches and Upgrades

• Where the do‐do hits the fan.

• “Easy to create, hard to maintain.”

• New Tomcat files moved into exl_default.

• New files need to be moved to your 
production directories.

• Any changes/customizations you made need 
to be incorporated into the new files.

• UltraEdit “Compare” function is great!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In general, but not always, your old files should work.  At least that’s the hope.
The more changes you make, the more work for you!
Some changes may not work any more.  This can be bad, especially you got the change from someone else and you don’t really understand the code.

From Mike Dicus:

It is our intention to only overwrite the exl_default skin with a service pack or minor release and leave the en_US skin untouched.  We reserve the right, however, to overwrite the en_US skin in a minor release if there are significant changes and we determine that features don’t work correctly unless the skin is replaced—we hope that never becomes necessary.
 
As to whether customers’ en_US skins are currently being overwritten, I can only guess that the upgrade engineer is missing a step when the upgrade is finished and not putting the en_US skin back in place.  The good thing is that the previous skins are saved to a separate directory when the upgrade begins so that they aren’t truly lost J




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the List of Changed Skin Files document in the Upgrade Release Planning section of Supportweb.

Determine which of those files you’ve altered.  (This is where good documentation comes into play!).  Recommit your changes to the new files.

Test, Test, Test.

This is my organizational method.  I’m sure you’ll come up with your own.







Why Tomcat?

• It’s all in the skins!  You can create different 
skins for different contexts.  

• Persistence: Copy any URL and use it later.

• Reliance on CSS means broad customization is 
possible.

• XSL allows you to easily add small, static 
elements (or even dynamic content)

• XML allows sophisticated customizations

• Independent definition of elements

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We already mentioned: very functional “out of the box”!

But wait, there’s more:

Localize the interface for multiple languages to run side-by-side interfaces for, say, English and French!
Set up separate interfaces for distinct user groups or locations—offer a different look with different searches for your campus’s main and law libraries!

You can bookmark most pages.  “Canned” searches are a snap!

No more dreaded webconerr.htm!

With CSS you can fairly easily change colors (as long as you know the hex value!) and erase specific elements of a page with “display:none” (for example it is easy to get rid of the post-search filter box by going to resultsTitles.css and locating the “.filters” selector.  It tells the selector to not render without deleting the original code.

With XSL it is relatively easy to add static HTML to a page, such as the Login page (for example, add a link to your Policies document).

With XML you can do very advanced things, for example altering a page based on the data in the record (i.e., Serials display)

The independent definition of elements (independent of the pages on which an element appears) allows for greater flexibility.



The Good, the Bad, the Ugly
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