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The Library’s Most Recent Additions—
Direct to Your Computer Screen

The “New in Catalyst” feature in our online catalog, Catalyst,

(http://catalyst.coalliance.org/cgi-bin/newbooks.cgi) provides patrons 

the ability to search or view new books and other items added to 

the collection during the most 

recent four weeks. Searches 

may be narrowed to a location 

(i.e., Archive, Book Stacks or 

Government Publications), by 

period of acquisition (i.e., the 

previous week, previous two 

weeks, etc.), or by keyword. 

Search results can be sorted in a variety of ways, including  by Call 

Number.

In general, books come to the Library through three different 

channels. Over 85% of the items are from book approval plans. This 

process ensures important works published by major publishers, 

learned societies and other organizations in subject areas pertinent 

to the School’s mission are sent to us in a timely manner. Some 50% 

of the approval plan books are selected by Library subject experts or 

recommended by faculty, students and/or staff. This makes certain 

both faculty and students have input in the collection building 

process. The remainder of the collection comes from items donated 

to the Library. Donations not added to the Library collection are sold 

at the Annual Book Sale (see p. 10).
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Accessing New Books
You can access this resource directly from Catalyst by 

selecting the “New in Catalyst” tab, or from the Library’s 

Home Page – click -> User Services -> New Books. 

For further help, consult the “Catalyst Online User Guide” 

at: http://www.mines.edu/library/catalyst/index.html.

We’ve Got Mail!
Our email addresses can be found at 
www.mines.edu/library/staff.html

or from the home page under
“about us” > “directory”.

 Assistance

new in Catalyst



Library Catalog Goes Unicode

The Library Catalog, 

Catalyst, has recently 

been enhanced to 

support Unicode, 

a character coding 

standard that allows 

computers to display 

and process almost any script in the world.

What does this improvement mean for you? In the Unicode interface you can 

see the actual characters of the materials being cataloged, regardless of the 

language or character system (romanized forms of non-English information 

will also be available). With Unicode, searching and retrieval will more 

accurately handle alternate character forms such as simplified and traditional 

Chinese characters and special symbols.

To take full advantage of this enhancement you must have a web browser 

that supports Unicode UTF-8 encoding, such as Internet Explorer 6+ or 

Netscape 7+. In addition, you will need to select the Arial Unicode MS 

font for web page display. The Arial Unicode font works well for displaying 

language scripts such as Swedish, Norwegian, Chinese (Simplified), Chinese 

(Traditional), Japanese and Korean.

To learn more about Unicode, see http://www.unicode.org/.

Art Show in the Arthur Lakes Library
Painting, photography, drawings and sculpture from CSM students, 

faculty, and staff is decorating the walls and display cases in the Arthur 

Lakes Library. The show includes 77 pieces of art by more than 40 

artists and runs from mid-March to the beginning of May. The show is 

expected to be the first in a series of art exhibits in the Library.

Library materials are damaged through the normal wear and tear of use; over 
the years books will tear along the binding and the covers will become brittle and 
torn. Margaret Katz, Collections Conservator, and her student assistants take 
care of the repair and maintenance of our collection of books, serials, and maps.

Collections Conservation

Before Restoration
The overall condition of the Colorado 

Reports (1864-1916) is extremely dry; many 

have torn covers and weak bindings. 

Treatment begins with the restoration 

of the structure of the book. This is done 

by reconstructing and strengthening the 

bindings with Japanese paper. Japanese 

paper is used because it is about the same 

strength and color as the original paper. 

After the structure of the book is stable, the 

book receives cosmetic treatment to keep 

the cover intact, as it is very flaky before 

this treatment.

After Restoration
The books are now complete and more 

durable than before. They are ready to be 

put back on the shelves for further use.

G
ET C

O
N

N
EC

TED
C

O
LL

EC
TI

O
N

S 
C

O
N

SE
R

V
A

TI
O

N
 

4 Inside Arthur Lakes Library - CSM CSM - Inside Arthur Lakes Library  5

information agebook preservation



crown jewels

problem in his theory of how mountain ranges could have formed by positing 

his theory of the “Mundane Egg”.  The earth was originally formed like an 

egg:  the yoke was molten, with the white of the egg a water filled abyss on 

which a thin crust or shell floated that was perfectly flat in form, without 

oceans or mountains, hills or valleys.  Over the years after the creation, this 

shell began to crack, fracture, and decompose, until finally at the behest of 

the creator, the crust failed in places and the waters from the abyss below 

flooded out.  Eventually these waters receded leaving what Burnet described 

as “a world lying in its Rubbish.”  God had allowed a perfect world to fall 

into ruin because of the sins of man. After the flood, oceans formed where 

the crust had failed and collapsed.  

Mountains were rubbish heaps that 

the flood left behind and indeed all 

landscape features on earth were the 

result of this catastrophic flood that had 

swirled over the original, perfect world.

This idea was a shock to inhabitants of 

the 16th century who believed the earth 

was, except for minor changes, much as 

it was at the time of creation. This book 

was the first to theorize that landscapes 

had drastically changed over time 

and had not always looked the same. 

Burnet’s Sacred Theory of the Earth was 

the most widely read geological book of 

the 17th century and paved the way for 

new thinking about the earth’s origins.
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Burnet, Thomas, 1635?-1715.

Sacred Theory of the Earth: 

Containing an Account of the 

Origin of the Earth, and all 

the General Changes Which 

It Hath Already Undergone, 

or Is to Undergo, Till the 

Consummation of All things. 

London: Printed by R. Norton, 

for Walter Kettilby, at the 

Bishops-Head in St. Paul’s 

Church-Yard, 1690.

Thomas Burnet was an 

Anglican churchman who had 

spent time in Europe, especially 

in the Alps where he observed 

a geology that baffled and 

astounded him. He wanted 

to make sense of what he 

saw and began to formulate a 

theory as to how a mountain 

range like the Alps came to be. 

However, Burnet had to take into account his religious background when 

concocting his theory. As a seventeenth century clergyman, Burnet believed 

in the biblical account of the creation of the earth; therefore, he had to take 

into account two biblical events in his theories: first the earth had come into 

being at 9:00 AM, Monday, October 26, 4004 B.C., and second a worldwide 

flood had inundated the entire planet.  This was a problem since Burnet 

calculated it would have taken more water than a rain of forty days and 

forty nights could have provided to cover the entire earth. Burnet solved this 

We continue our examination of great books in the Arthur Lakes Library with 
another treasure from the Russell L. & Lyn Wood Mining History Archive.

Great Books in the
Arthur Lakes Library, Part II
By Robert Sorgenfrei
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Chuck has served as a member of the Center’s Advisory Board since its 

inception in 1991. He has supplied abstracts for many of the records in the 

ROPEWAY database (http://ropeway.coalliance.org); the database contains 

3,000+ records of journal articles, symposia, books, reports, handbooks, 

manufacturer catalogs and other information pertaining to the history, 

theory, design and operation of ropeway systems. The database averages 

approximately 250 searches a month, and the Center handles requests for 

information from around the world.

In February 2004, the National Ski Area Association 

honored Chuck for his work with the Information Center 

for Ropeway Studies. Through his generous gift, passion 

for ropeways and many volunteer hours, Chuck has made 

a worldwide impact on the study of ropeway systems. 
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ropeway center

making an impact
Contributions help make the Library a world-class source for information 
in the study of energy, the Earth’s subsurface resources, advanced materials, 
the environment and engineering education. 

You Can Make an Impact in Your Own Way
• Donate today by using the enclosed postage paid envelope.
• Give the gift of a book in honor or memory of a loved one.
• Include the Arthur Lakes Library in your estate planning.
• Make a leadership gift to support a special project,
collection or service.

Please contact Joanne V. Lerud-Heck to discuss how you can 
make an impact. Call (303)273-3690 or email jlerud@mines.edu

In 1991, after a concerted effort by interested parties, the Information Center 
for Ropeway Studies became a part of the Arthur Lakes Library. Charles 
“Chuck” F. Dwyer, P.E., a retired ropeway engineer, donated his personal 
library of books, periodicals, papers and photographs. Collected over 50+ 
years of work in the industry, his library forms the Center’s core collection. 
Chuck encouraged others in the industry to contribute materials to the Center. 
The Information Center for Ropeway Studies is only one of three publicly 
accessible centers in the world and the only one located in the United States. 

A Denver native, Chuck was born in 1921. He 

attended the University of Colorado, graduating in 

1942, BS Civil Engineering. After college, he served 

in the U. S. Naval Reserve, seeing action in both 

the European and Pacific theaters. He entered the 

ropeway industry in 1947 with Heron Engineering. His 

work with Heron included fabricating the structural 

steel and providing machinery components for the 

No. 1 single chairlift at Aspen, Colorado. In 1960, he joined the structural 

engineering firm of Ketchem, Konkel & Hastings. After just one year, Chuck 

returned to lift manufacturing with E. G. Constam. In 1965, Chuck was hired 

by Breckenridge Ski Area to be in charge of engineering and construction. In 

1966, Chuck became the Chief Aerial Tramway Engineer with the U.S. Forest 

Service. Throughout his career, Chuck was active in many professional 

societies and organizations, including service on the B77.1 Aerial Passenger 

Tramways Committee under the umbrella of the American National 

Standards Institute. After 20+ years with the USFS, Chuck retired in 1987. 

R
O

P
EW

A
Y

 C
EN

TE
R

8 Inside Arthur Lakes Library - CSM CSM - Inside Arthur Lakes Library  9

In this article, the term Ropeway is used as an all-inclusive 

word for various passenger and materials transport systems 

including: aerial tramways, ski lifts, gondolas, chairlifts, 

funiculars, tows, and materials tramways. All have one 

thing in common – they all use wire rope in the support 

and transport of carriers for persons and/or materials.
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Library Student Assistants Excel
“The Library receives excellent service from student 
assistants and could not operate successfully without them.”

Jennifer Conty
Jennifer Conty, a student assistant at the Circulation 

Desk, not only manages difficult classes at Mines and 

work at the Library; she is also an NCAA athlete. From 

October to May, Jennifer dedicates many hours to track 

and field. She admits, “My body gets tired, but I love 

the sport and I realize that being an NCAA athlete is 

something that some people only dream of. It’s a great 

opportunity.” Finding a balance can be a challenge and Jennifer says, “time 

management” is the key. She takes it one day at a time. “There is no use in 

stressing out,” she says, because everything ends up getting done somehow. 

Conty is also involved in several other activities at Mines. She participates 

in the Society of Women Engineers (SWE) and she attends Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (FCA) meetings. Jennifer says the things that make her a 

successful student are “always mixing fun in there somewhere and not being 

afraid to ask for help.”

Sarah Enoch
A Colorado School of Mines senior, Sarah Enoch balances 

her time between working at the Arthur Lakes Library, 

being a student, and raising her infant son with the help 

of her husband. Sarah has worked at the Library since 

2001, where she has spent time in both the Circulation 

and Preservation Sections. Sarah admits it is sometimes 

very difficult to find balance. “You really have to 

have your priorities set. That’s the only way you 

can handle things. I have to schedule breaks for 

myself to keep myself sane,” says Sarah. 

The 2004 Library Book Sale

The Library’s 2004 book sale was a huge success!  This annual event has 

helped the Library raise needed funds since 1993. Each February, the sale 

begins on the Presidents’ Day Holiday and runs throughout the week. The 

sale is a fantastic way for students, faculty, staff and community members to 

pick up books at reasonable prices. Pricing for regular books decreases each 

day of the sale by about half. Items available at the sale also include maps, 

government documents, and the occasional journal run.

The first day of the sale includes a silent auction for the more expensive, rare 
and collectible books. Auction books are generally sold at a bid price lower than 
market value. Most auction items are classic titles on mining history, mining and 
metallurgical technique and practice, and geologic studies. USGS Professional Papers 
on mining districts in the 19th and early 20th centuries are popular auction items. 

The majority of sale items are donated to the Library by businesses, 

estates and individuals. Donations are evaluated for addition to the Library 

collection; duplicates and other unneeded items are sold at the book 

sale. Books on any subject are accepted as donations; however, volumes 

scientific in nature are especially appreciated. The Library welcomes 

donations throughout the year; contact Bob Sorgenfrei at 303-384-2075 or 

rsorgenf@mines.edu. To be added to the book sale mailing list, contact Cathy 

Van Tassel at 303-273-3690 or cvantass@mines.edu; you’ll receive a flyer 

about the 2005 sale in late January. A
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Connected Learning Community: 
Honoring the 10th Mountain Division
When President John U. Trefny, articulated the concept of Mines as a “Connected 
Learning Community” (www.mines.edu/admin/president), he might not have 
imagined all the creative directions this vision would fuel. Sometimes the connections 
in our learning community are unexpected - such as the October 2003 connection 

between the Arthur Lakes Library and the Outdoor Recreation Center (ORC).

As part of the Magnificent Mountaineers speakers’ series, the ORC invited 

adventurer and author, Lou Dawson to campus to present his multi-media 

show Trooper Traverse on October 24, 2003.  The 1944 mid-winter crossing 

from Camp Hale (near Leadville, CO) to Aspen, CO made by thirty-three 10th 

Mountain troopers fascinated Mr. Dawson. In fact, he was so intrigued, he 

and two colleagues retraced the route in 2001. The show, Trooper Traverse, 

recounts both trips. Dawson characterizes the original 1944 traverse as, “one 

of the most forward-thinking and aggressive ski traverses ever done in North 

American mountaineering” (www.wildsnow.com). 

The ORC enlisted the Arthur Lakes Library to promote the Trooper Traverse 

show with a display honoring the 

10th Mountain Division. The exhibit 

included a collection of books, 

magazines and artifacts. In addition 

to featuring print materials from the 

Library’s resources, photographs and 

unique memorabilia were on loan 

from the Denver Public Library’s 10th 

Mountain Division Collection and 

Mines Trustee Mr. Hugh W. Evans, EM ‘49. Featured items included Mr. 

Evans’ mountaineering boots, gaiters, crampons, hand broom, goggles and a 

commemorative ice axe. 

Before the Trooper Traverse show, a small group gathered in the Library for 

a private viewing of the display and reception in honor of the veterans. The 

show held particular significance for the Colorado School of Mines, as 12 

Mines Alumni served in the 10th Mountain Division during WWII. As Thomas 

H. Cole recalled, “3 of the 5 Company Commanders in the 126th Combat 

Engineer Battalion, 10th Mountain Division, were commissioned from the 

CSM ROTC program.” 
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(from left to right) Fredrick A. Nagle, EM ’40; Lois Nagle; Thomas H. 
Cole, EM ’43; Connie Cole; Hugh W. Evans, EM ’49; Ann Evans.

President John U. Trefny opened the evening 

with remarks about the work of the 10th 

Mountain Division during WWII.  Kathi 

Conner, Director of the ORC, spoke about 

the unlikely, but productive connection that 

developed between the ORC and Library.  

During a question and answer period, Mr. 

Evans explained to students that, “compared 

to the D-Series, the traverse to Aspen was a lark.”  

The D-Series was a grueling five-week training test for 

the entire Division.  

If you’d like to learn more about the 10th Mountain 

Division’s activities during WWII and the 

subsequent contributions to the Colorado ski 

and outdoor industry check out the Arthur 

Lakes Library home page at: www.mines.edu/

library -- click on 

“About Us” -> 

“Newsletter” ->

“Website 

Extras” for a brief 

bibliography and list of 

relevant collections 

and exhibits.

Mines Alumni in the 10th Mountain Division
(Listed with their 10th service unit & Mines degree, [D] denotes deceased)

Ø Capt. Norman L. Amend, C Company, 126th Engineer Battalion, PE ‘40

Ø Sgt. Hugh W. Evans, C Company, 85th Mountain Infantry Regiment, EM ‘49

Ø Ronald F. Lestina [D], Headquarters – 2, 87th Mountain Infantry Regiment, Geol E ‘50

Ø Maj. Robert Sayre, Jr. [D], Headquarters, 126th Engineer Battalion, EM ‘34

Ø Capt. Thomas H. Cole, B Company, 126th Engineer Battalion, EM ‘43

Ø Howard W. Gray [D], 10th Mtn. Div., F Company, no degree – attended Mines in ‘46

Ø Capt. Fredrick A. Nagel, D Company, 126th Engineer Battalion, EM ‘40

Ø Lt. Richard Stewart [D], C Company, 126th Engineer Battalion, EM ‘48

Ø Lt. Walter M. Chapman, Headquarters – 1, 86th Mountain Infantry Regiment, Geol E ‘50

Ø Lt. Bob Greider, C Company, 126th Engineer Battalion, Geol E. ‘43

Ø Pierson M. Ralph, Headquarters – 2, 86th Mountain Infantry Regiment, Geol E ‘48

Ø Harold W. Stouffer, E Company, 85th Mountain Infantry Regiment, EM ‘51
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2004donations
Enhancement of the collections 

and services of the Arthur Lakes 

Library are made possible 

through generous contributions 

of individuals, corporations and 

foundations. We are especially 

grateful to those listed to the 

right who remembered the Arthur 

Lakes Library in their 2004 

(Dec.’03 - Mar.’04) giving.

The collections of the Arthur 

Lakes Library are also enhanced 

by donations of library materials. 

Materials are evaluated for their 

appropriateness to our collection; 

some materials are added to our 

collection, while others support 

the Library by being sold at our 

Annual Book Sale. If you would 

like to learn more about donating 

materials, please contact Robert 

Sorgenfrei at 303-384-2075 or email 

rsorgenf@mines.edu

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan T. Bennett

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh W. Evans

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald P. Hannes

Mr. Edgar T. Hunter

Drs. Todd K. Jones & E. Tracy 

Turner-Jones

Ms. Caroline B. Pachello

Mr. Thomas C. Pool

Mr. Daniel G. Mar

Mr. Rodney W. McNeill

Dr. and Mrs. Terence P. McNulty

Mr. and Mrs. Pete A. Montano

Novatix Corporation

Reading for Pleasure Club

 – in memory of Murray C. 

    McKinnon, PE ‘52”.

Library Donors
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volunteering
Do you feel like you have special 

skills to offer the Arthur Lakes 

Library? Get involved! 

You can fill out our volunteer 

application at www.mines.edu/

library/reference/forms/vform.html

or call (303)273-3690.

 
The High Cost of Scientific
& Technical Information
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Travel costs and registration for a professional conference $1,500

OR Journal of Petroleum Science and Engineering $1,513

Luxury Town House in Aspen, 1-week, off-season rental $3,500

OR Campus-wide E-access to The Journal Science $3,500 

One Colorado Avalanche season ticket, rinkside, rows 2-5 $6,160

OR Journal of Geophysical Research A-E $6,500

Christmas Week at the Bellagio, Penthouse Suite $8,775

OR Journal of Materials Science $8,875

Tiffany 18” cultured pearls, 8-8.5 mm $10,500

OR Thin Solid Films Journal $10,910

Four Colorado Ski Resorts “Gold Passes” at 24 resorts $12,000

OR Journal of Polymer Science A and B $11,795

1 year in-state tuition to CSM, board and fees $12,533

OR Surface Science Journal $12,917

Two years of mortgage payments on average house $41,520

in Denver, 6%, 30-year mortgage, $290,000 loan

OR IEEE ASPP Package of 120 Journals (online + print) $42,995

Mercedes G55 AMG SUV, with a few options $100,000

OR Library Wish List: Web of Science $100,000

(current year plus 10 year backfile) 

Other libraries have created similar analogies, including Cornell’s Engineering 
Library, the University of Queensland and the University of Maryland’s 
Health Sciences and Human Services Library. We appreciate their inspiration.

Library volunteer Ray Eklund hard at work.

A Real World Comparison to Put
 
 
into Perspective
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Design by Medulla, a graphic design studio 
dedicated to providing quality services. From 
creative direction to artful execution, we 
take each project to the next level through 
thoughtful and completely authentic solutions. 
www.medullastudio.com

Photography and editorial assistance by Patricia 
Andersen, Laura Guy, Cathy Van Tassel and 
Jennifer Ward.
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Arthur Lakes Library Staff, from left to right:

Roz Parker Yocom, Library Technician
Timothy Ramstetter, Library Technician
Patricia Andersen, Public Services Librarian
Wendy Shortridge, Library Technician

Arthur Lakes Library Circulation Staff 


