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In the News

Mines Assistant Professor Wins Scialog Award in Sustainable Energy Research.
Mines newsroom
Mines Researchers Look Below Surface for Climate Change Answers. Mines
Magazine.
Mines alum John Akinboyewa develops HungreeApp to reduce food waste and food
in-security. Bold Journey Magazine and the Denver Post. 
Fast Fashion - Why Choose Sustainable Clothing Brands for the Holidays. Denver
News
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November Events
Environmental Awards - Capstone Senior Design Showcase

From left to right: Marie Kleine (Project Advisor); Goat Waste Composter Team:
Lilly Abourezk, Jane Horn, Kylie Hill, Dan Pack, Jeeva Senthilnathan. Greenhouse
Team: Coach Jones, Maddie Fox, Lauren O’Sullivan, Jeysa Wright

Mines Sustainability Office partnered with Capstone Senior Design students on a passive
solar heating and cooling project and engagement improvements on the Mines Park
Community Greenhouse. Congratulations to the Greenhouse Team for the Second Best
Overall Capstone Award. The Goat Waste Composter Team, also shown in the above
photo, won Best Societal Impact and Best Environmental Impact award. More
details about these and other sustainability related projects will be available in early 2025
on Capstone EDS.

Students on the Greenhouse capstone
team designed a vertical pond for passive
solar heating in winter paired with a trellis
system for cooling in summer.
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International Day
The International Student Council once
again partnered with Mines Sustainability
to make International Day eco-friendly by
sponsoring composting services and
reusable cups from rWorld. Watch the I-
Day video here.

Eco-Friendly Bake Off
In November, the LGBTQ+ Mines Community Alliance (MCA) partnered with the
Sustainability Office to host an Eco-friendly Bake-Off. Ten people across campus entered
baked goods to be judged for who had the best entry. A wide variety of baked goods were
submitted, from caramel apple pie to spiced focaccia breads, baileys white chocolate fudge
to good ol’ chocolate chip cookies! The LGBTQ+ MCA is a community group for staff and
faculty on campus that bring advocacy, education, and community to campus. They host
events alongside oSTEM, the LGBTQ+ student org on campus. People photo (left to
right):  Colleen Pritchard, Carter Kubic, Grace Wagner (winner), Kelsie Diaz, Cadi
Gillette.

Eco Winter Break
Power Down
According to the EPA, idle OFFICE electronics are equivalent to the annual output of 12
power plants and associated greenhouse gas emissions, highlighting the significant energy
savings that can be achieved by implementing "power down" practices for computers,
monitors, and other office equipment when not in use:

Use power management features on computers and monitors
Turn off equipment and lights at the end of the day
Report water leaks and other issues to Facilities Management (drops = watts)
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For more information, visit the EPA website or data.gov.

Share a Ride
Reduce emissions by carpooling or taking a shuttle to
Ski Areas this winter. The Outdoor Recreation Center
offers affordable shuttles to Ikon resorts on Sundays and
select Saturdays. The Mines Freeride Collective is where
ski and snowboard enthusiasts of all levels meet up and
carpool to the mountains. Check out these shared and
public transportation options to the ski resorts.

Traveling? Here are tips to reduce your air travel carbon
footprint from TerraPass.

Sustainability Days

Dec 4 - World Wildlife Conservation Day
Dec 5 - World Soil Day
Dec 11 - International Mountain Day! Mountains  are not only important
recreational areas that offer spectacular views, they also host around half of the
world’s biodiversity hotspots. Moreover, they provide freshwater to a large part of
the world’s population!

Opportunities
2025 DOE Scholars Program - The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is looking for
talented undergraduate and graduate students, and recent graduates interested in
addressing the nation's challenges in clean energy, climate change, environmental and
nuclear sciences and security. Deadline to apply is Feb. 16, 2025. More details here.

Colorado Environmental Film Festival at the Green Center
CEFF will once again host their environmental film festival at the Mines Green Center in
partnership with the university February 21-23, 2025. Registration is open now for their
Expo tables. Applications are due Jan. 10th.

Spring 2025 - Fundamentals of Solar Engineering (ENGY550). 
Graduate course on solar resource, system design, devices and materials; energy
production and cost analysis; integration into conventional energy systems; concentrated
solar systems, solar water heating, solar ventilation air preheating, and passive solar
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building design. Instructor: Dr. Andy Walker has authored several books including the
course textbook and recognized with Thomas Alva Edison Patent Award for Renewable
Energy Optimization software. He has a BS, MS, and PhD in Mechanical Engineering and
is a Registered Professional Engineer. Dr. Walker serves as Senior Research Fellow at the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory.

The Green Program - Study Abroad Weeks - The Green Program has week long study
abroad sustainability and renewable energy project internships and faculty/staff learning
trips coming up in spring 2025 and summer 2025. They have a variety of
scholarships available to help fund the trip! 
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