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HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SCHOOL OF MINES

ORIGIN AND EARLY YEARS

The first attempt made in Colorado toward the establishment
of an institution for instruction in mining and cognate subjects s eems
to have been in 186L, when some of the practical miners of Gilpin County
set aside for that purpose a portion of the receipts derived from the
recording and sale of mineral claims.

What became of this fund, who were its guardians, and what
was the outcome of the effort? We are without data.

In his "Early History of the Colorado School of Mines}) published
in the "Quarterly" of the institution, Capt. Jas. T. Smith, for many years
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, claims this date, (186L), as the one
to which should be referred the origin of theexisting institution, and
calls attention to the fact that the Columbia School of Mines was estab-
1ished in the same year, upon plans furnished by Thomas Eggleston.

This gentleman, "a graduate of Yale and of the ﬁcole des Mines
in Paris," became Professor of Mineralogy and Metallurgy in the Columbia
School of Mines, retaining his position until 1897.

Prof. Fggleston died in New York in 1900.

Most ancient dynasties have a legendary period, from which
they emerge into the certainties or conventionalities of accepted History.
Without attempting to decide whether this praiseworthy action of the
Gilpin County miners had any dynastic connection with the later foundation
of the Colorado School of Mines, we take refuge in Captain Smith's phrase:
"The will was taken for the deed." 5
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Three buildings figure in the original plans, "Jarvis Hall,"
a general college for boys and young menj "Mathews Hall," the Divinity
School from which Canon Marshall of Denver graduated; and the "School of
Mines"™ building.

In an old copy (probably unique) of the announcement of 187l of
the School of Mines, then just erected into an independent Territorial
institution, there is a somewhat primitive looking print, on the back, of
the three buildings, from which we infer that they stood lined, north to
south, Mathews Hall to the south, Jarvis Hall in the middle, and the "School
of Mines," a small three-story building with a tower at one corner, at the
northern end. The group was long designated simply as "Jarvis Hall."



: The two "halls" were destroyed by fire in 1874, when the Schools
were moved to Denver. In the same year the School of Mines became an
independent Territorial institution.

Act of 1870
E. J. Mallett, 1871

The Act of 1870 published herewith makes the first appropriation
of $3872 for a special building, which was finished in 1871.

Professor E. J. Mallett, wnose specialty was Chemistry, was put
in charge of the Schocl, giving instruction in assaying and elementary
chemical tests.

At this pericd there was a prevalent opinion that Colorado coal
was unfit for either smelting or railroed purposes. Professor Malletti
started a series of tests, aided by Mr. Jno. W. Nesmith, then master
mechanic of the Colorado Central Railroad, afterward President of the Colorado
Iron Works Company. Students of the School assisted in this investigation.
The results were favorzable, showing a variety in the coals not appreciated
at that time, and indicating their value for various uses.

This investigation is of interest as it shows that very early
in its history the School of Mines tried to demonstrate its relation to
the development of the resources of the Rocky Mountain region.

Act of 187k
Title is Transferred

The time had arrived where it was thought best to sever the con-
nection between "Jarvis Hall" and the Mining School, and erect the latter
into a Territerial (afterward a State) institution. It would be difficult,
and hardly profitable to attempt the reproduction in detail of the nego-
tiations which resulted in this separation.

The Act of 187L, here published, is self-explanatory. The apprc-
priation that constitutes its main feature was secured by the efforts of
Dr. Levi Harsh, representative from Jefferson County. The Boulder-J PS4
District was at that time represented in the Territorial Senate by Hu
Jno. B. Fitzpatrick of Golden.

When the appropriation became available, the "School of Mines"
was transferred by Bishop Randall to the Territorial authorities. Five
acres of land, originally the gift of the Hon. C. C. Welch to the Episcopal
University, were deeded to the Territory in connection with the School.

The first Board of Trustees met in Golden, July 6, 187L, when
Hon. W. A. H. Loveland was elected President and Capt. Edw. L. Berthoud,
Registrar.






