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HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SCHOOL OF MINES

ORIGIN AND EARLY YEARS

The first attempt made in Colorado toward the establishment
of an institution for instruction in mining and cognate subjects seems
to have been in 166U. when some of the practical miners of Gilpin County
set aside for that purpose a portion of the receipts derived from the
recording and sale of mineral claims.

What became of this fund, who were its guardians, and what
was the outcome of the effort? We are without data.

In his "Early History of the Colorado School of MinesJ' j^blished
in the "Quarterly" of the institution, Capt. Jas. T. Smith, for many years
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, clajjns this date, (186U), as the one
to which should be referred the origin of the existing institution, and
calls attention to the fact that the Columbia School of Mines was estab
lished in the same year, upon plans furnished by Thomas Eggleston.

This gentleman, "a graduate of Yale and of the Ecole des Mines
in Paris," became Professor of Mineralogy and Metallurgy in the Columbia
School of Mines, retaining his position until 1897.

Prof. Eggleston died in New York in 1900.

Most ancient dynasties have a legendary period, from which
they emerge into the certainties or conventionalities of accepted History.
Without attempting to decide whether this praiseworthy action of the
Gilpin County miners had any dynastic connection with the later foundation
of the Colorado School of Mines, we take refuge in Captain Smith's phrase:
"The will was taken for the deed." /

In 1868 when Bishop Randall, of _the Protest&nt Spiscop^j:_Chursh>
started a p"?^^osea univsrsiijLiiliO^njJje made_provision for_a_^chngl_^f

^  building, now incjndpri in a later prP0.1igii»-still
nn thft grounds of _j;lie^S:tataJlJxdustrial_Snhn^ for boys^^-abrmL-fi

mile -southeast of the present limits of Go_lden.

Three buildings figure in the original plans, "Jarvis Hall,"
a general college for boys and young menj "Mathews Hall," the Divinity
School from which Canon Marshall of Denver graduated; and the "School of
Mines" building.

In an old copy (probably unique) of the announcement of 187U of
the School of Mines, then just erected into an independent Territorial
institution, there is a somewhat primitive looking print, on the back, of
the three buildings, from which we infer that they stood /°rth to
south, Mathews Hall to the south, Jarvis Hall in the middle, and the School
of Mines," a small three-story building with a tower at one corner, at the
northern end. The group was long designated simply as "Jarvis Hall.



The tvjo "halls" were destroyed by fire in I87U, when the Schools
were moved to Denver. In the same year the School of Mines became an
independent Territorial institution.

Act of 1870
E. J. Mallett, I87I

The Act of 1870 published herewith makes the first appropriation
of $3872 for a special building, which was finished in 1871.

Professor E. J. Mallett, wnose specialty was Chemistry, was put
in charge of the School, giving instruction in assaying and elementary
chemical tests.

At this period there was a prevalent opinion that Colorado coal
was unfit for either smelting or railroad purposes. Professor Mallett
started a series of tests, aided by Mr. Jno. ¥. Nesmith, then master
mechanic of the Colorado Central Railroad, afterward President of the Colorado
Iron Works Company. Students of the School assisted in this investigation.
The results were favorable, showing a variety in the coals not appreciated
at that time, and indicating their value for various uses.

This investigation is of interest as it shows that very early
in its history the School of Mines t ried to demonstrate its relation to
the development of the resources of the Rocky Mountain region.

Act of I87U
Title is Transferred

The time had arrived where it was thought best to sever the con
nection between "Jarvis Hall" and the Mining School, and erect the latter
into a Territorial (afterward a State) institution. It would be difficult,
and hardly profitable to attempt the reproduction in detail of the nego
tiations which resulted in this separation.

The Act of I87I4, here published, is self-explanatory. The appro
priation that constitutes its main feature was secured by the efforts o-*"
Dr. Levi Harsh, representative from Jefferson County. The Boulder-J
District was at that time represented in the Territorial Senate by Hu
Jno. B. Fitzpatrick of Golden.

VJhen the appropriation becam.e available, the "School of Mines"
was transferred by Bishop Randall to the Territorial authorities. Five
acres of land, originally the gift of the Hon. C. C. Welch to the Episcopal
University, were deeded to the Territory in connection with the School.

The first Board of Trustees met in Golden, July 6, l87U,, when
Hon. W. A. H. Loveland was elected President and Capt. Edw. L. Berthoud,
Registrar.
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In the library of the School of Mines is a copy (above mentioned,
and probably the only one extant) of the first announcement of the Colorado
School of Mines. It is from this year (18?^) that we date the origin of
the School as a separate "entity."

This announcement gives the full list of the Trustees as follows;

Hon. W. A. H. Loveland

Hon. Alpheus. Wright
Hon. Nat'l P. Hill

Hon. J. Marshall Paul

Hon. Wn. Amsbary
Hon. W. Ware

C. G. Davis, Esq.

Golden, Jefferson County
Boulder, Boulder County
Black Hawk, Gilpin County
Fairplay, Park County
Canon City, Fremont County
Georgetown, Clear Creek County
Denver, Arapahoe County

Committee of the Trustees

Hon. W. A. H. Loveland

Hon. Alpheus Wright
C. C. Davis, Esq.

Roster

President

Registrar
Hon. W. A. H. Loveland

Hon. E. L. Berthoud

Faculty

E. J. Mallett, Jr., Dean- - - - - -Theoretical Metallurgy and
Chemistry

E. L. Berthoud, A.M.- - ----- -Civil Engineering and Geology
Richard Pearce, F.G.S.- ----- -Theoretical and Practical

Metallurgy
Julius Pohle, Ph.D. ------- -Mechanical preparation of ores
Francis Schmidt, A.M. ------ -Mathematics, German,and

Spanish
Arthur Lakes ----------- pree hand and Mechanical Drawing

We are without data as to attendance and indeed as to any statis
tics of the School, from its nominal estatlishment in 1870 up to the time
of its erection (Act of IS?!;) into a Territorial institution.

^As to the Faculty announced for I87ii, we know that it was in part
merely nonina^-. We also know that the s tudents were unclassified, coming
and going at irregular times, and that systematic courses existed to about
the same extent as a demand for them, negligible quantities both, unless
tradition has greatly exaggerated tie c onditions.

It seems that Professor Lakes, who may fairly be called the father
of Colorado geology, was not at this time recognized in the subject that
later became his specialty, but took charge of Drawing only, while Capt.
E. L. Berthoud was named as the geologist, in addition to his functions as
Professor of Civil Engineering.
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