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Content of This Talk
• Who are we?
• Introduction to the Center for Ropeway 

Studies
• The ROPEWAY Database and Website



Establishment of Ropeway 
Center

• Support for Research Center
• Working library of Charles Dwyer, 

Ropeway Engineer
• Supports scope and mission of the Colorado 

School of Mines





Growth of the Center

• Core ropeway engineering library
• Supplemental resources of Arthur Lakes 

Library
• Additional resources of the Russell L. and 

Lyn Wood Mining History Archive
• Database



Growth of the Center cont.

• Personal Collections
– Robert Diener
– Vernon Kelsey
– Casper Meals
– Bob Heron

• Memorials
– Bob Ficker

• Grants
– Colorado Digitization Project
– OITAF-NACS



Uniqueness of the Center

• None Other in United States
• ETH – Zurich
• University of Reading, United Kingdom
• O.I.P.E.E.C.



Uniqueness of Center cont.

• Holdings
– 3500 items on history, theory, design, and operation of 

ropeway systems
• Monographs
• Handbooks
• Technical Reports
• Symposia and Conferences
• Serials
• Manufacturers’ Catalogs
• Slides, videos, photographs





The ROPEWAY Database

• The complete collection of the Information 
Center, including pertinent articles, 
proceedings, manufacturers’ catalogs, 
reprints, slides, and photographs, is indexed 
and abstracted in the ROPEWAY Database



The Ropeway Center Database



The Basic Search Screen

• Search by item’s exact title or first few words of the title
• Browse an author’s list of works
• Browse by subject term
• Generate a relevancy listing
• Combine search terms with Boolean operators



The Custom Search Screen

• Search for a title when the first few words are unknown
• Combine different fields in a search like Author and Title
• Use drop-down menus



The Title List Screen
• Most searches result in a “Title List”
• Click on the hyper-linked list entry to go to item record
• This example: Title Browse search on “American Steel”



The Item Record
• Includes all information associated with the record
• Hyperlinks facilitate discovery of related resources



Online Help



Linking to Online Resources



The Center Website

• Enhanced Internet presence
• Design considerations
• Content development
• Future directions
• http://www.mines.edu/library/ropeway





The Future is Digital
• Digitization technology is becoming 

cheaper
• Online material enhances access
• A wide variety of material can be digitized
• Does not replace originals (Leschen)!
• Library staff has experience in developing 

strategies for creating, preserving and 
making accessible digital resources





For Your Consideration

• Preservation assistance
• Dissemination assistance
• Premier engineering education institution, 

Colorado School of Mines, in partnership 
with AWRF
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