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As the leaves begin to turn and the crisp autumn air fills the Rocky Mountains, we are thrilled to bring
you the latest update from your alma mater in the September edition of the Alumni Newsletter. 
 
You will find exciting news, alumni achievements, campus developments, and upcoming events that
promise to keep you connected to the Colorado School of Mines community.
 

Featured News

Trajectories 2023: Stories from Countdown to Launch
October 20
 
Trajectories brings together an outstanding panel of aerospace professionals to reveal what goes on behind
the scenes of rocket launches. Join us for an evening of networking and stories and bring questions that will be
answered by experts who have been involved in some of the most prominent space launches in recent history.
Hosted by the Mines Aerospace Interest Group and the AIAA Chapter at Mines.
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Ideate, Instigate and Invent
 
The McNeil Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
brings the Mines Community together to “Ideate, Instigate
and Invent.” Alums are getting involved and having fun
doing it: Gary Hoffman ‘70 rolls up his sleeves, Jim
Thorson ’85 (Volunteer of the Year) and Alan Lindsey ’84
volunteer with Innov8x.  Visit the new webpage to learn
about programs and opportunities for you to engage from
near or far.

Learn more

’22 grad mixes passions, skills and a
“village” to build a forestry tech startup
 
Trevor Bachand ’22 co-founded Instinct Environmental
while he wrapped up his electrical engineering degree.
Today, the company has five employees—including two
more Mines alums—and successful venture funding.

Read more

Meet Dominic, 'DiggerDialer
 
'DiggerDial calling begins this month. When you see a
number from Mines, don't hesitate to answer the call.
You can connect with current students like Dominic
Sands, Class of 2026 who is studying chemical
engineering. Through 'DiggerDial, he's enjoyed
speaking to other chemical engineering alumni about
their successful careers and swapping Oredigger
memories.

Meet Dominic

Register today

Alumni news

Featured Events
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Homecoming 2023
September 29 & 30
 
Homecoming weekend is a time to celebrate all that makes
Mines special and the opportunity to connect with your
classmates and current students.
 
Join your fellow Orediggers to cheer on Oredigger athletics,
run/walk in the 5th annual Homecoming 5k and more.

Join us

Sep

16

Alumni Tailgates
Come out to the Mines football tailgate and game. Join your fellow Orediggers as we
celebrate the team and the season.

Sep

20

Fall State of Mines
Join Mines leadership for this virtual event and hear updates on campus, student life
and the Campaign for MINES@150.

Sep

21

Lunch Bunch: Early Oredigger Experience
Learn about the thoughtfully engineered framework that supports and shapes every
student's journey—and makes a Mines experience unlike any other.

Sep

22

Colorado Springs MINES@150 Road Show and Pep
Rally
Hear the latest Mines updates as we progress toward our goals for the Campaign for
MINES@150 and get pumped up for the game!

Oct

17

Dallas MINES@150 Road Show
Celebrate with us in Dallas as we discuss the impact Mines has made through our
students, faculty, research and more.

Oct

17

Chicago MINES@150 Road Show
Connect with Mines in the Chicago area for two unique opportunities to hear campus
updates. Learn about  the exciting progress of MINES@150 and the latest
developments of E&I initiatives.

Alumni events

Campus News
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Mines team advances to finals in NASA Watts
on the Moon Challenge
 
Two Colorado School of Mines graduate students are
finalists in NASA’s Watts on the Moon Challenge, a
competition to design and create a system to distribute,
manage and store energy on the Moon’s surface.
 
 

Site preparation underway for USGS energy
and minerals research facility
 
Construction will begin next month on the $240 million
Energy and Minerals Research Facility that will jointly
house researchers from the U.S.G.S. and Mines. When
complete in 2026, the 190,000-square-foot building will
house 250 USGS researchers, 68 Mines researchers, and
150 students.
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