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The following extracts were copied from a letter written June 9, 1954 by 
a mining engineer to J.H. Marks. This engineer had spent some tin 
Fourmile district. This statement can be verified. 

"The small machine put out by the Mine and Smelter people gave excellent 
results on a 100 pound sample and I bought one of them and sent it to the dis­
trict. The machine has been in operation for about a month and it gives excel­
lent extraction, but the yardage which it is able to handle is so small that 
I am a fraid it is not going to pay its way. Practically all that sand goes 
through the screen and throws all the load on the riffles and elevator and 
thus cuts down the yardage. 

"The little placer machine is extracting gold at the rate of 67 cents per 
cubic yard on the present price of gold. This indicates that there is no 
question about its being a paying proposition if worked on a large enough scale 
to take care of the expense. 

"The water is still a problem, but I feel sure that our work practically 
solved that. There appears to be ample flow in the bottom of those gulches for 
large scale operations and we dug a sump that is fitoiishing an ample amount. 
I am convinced that one does not have to look farther thai the bottom of the 
gulehes for all the water needed." 


