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MINES IN THE NEWS: August 2023
  
 

Got a story or area of expertise that Mines Communications & Marketing should be
pitching to the media?  

  
Drop a note to our university media relations team: Emilie

Rusch at erusch@mines.edu and Jasmine Leonas at jleonas@mines.edu.  
  

Editor's Note: Some links may require a subscription. 
 

 

Featured topic: M Climb 
On Aug. 18, first-year students continued the annual Mines tradition of marching up Mount Zion with 
10-pound rocks to the mountainside M. Mines welcomed about 1,623 new first-year and transfer 
students to campus this fall. 
 
9News 
This Friday Good News is brought to you by the letter M 
 
Axios Denver 
Colorado School of Mines freshmen march up Mount Zion in century-old tradition 
 
 

 
Faculty Experts 
 
BBC 
Why there's a rush to explore the Moon's enigmatic South Pole 
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Kevin Cannon, assistant professor of geology, paints a picture of how mining for water ice on the Moon 
would work and how it could fuel development of human settlements there. 
 
Wall Street Journal 
Big Oil’s Talent Crisis: High Salaries Are No Longer Enough 
Jennifer Miskimins, professor and department head of petroleum engineering, explains why students 
with the right background are in demand for oil industry jobs and internships. 
 
Inside Higher Ed 
Tackling the STEM Skills Gap in 3 Weeks 
Justin Shaffer, teaching professor of chemical and biological engineering, and John Spear, professor of 
civil and environmental engineering, along with graduate students Kalen Rasmussen and Patrick 
Thieringer, wrote a piece about how Quantitative Biosciences and Engineering Field Session is helping to 
address a workforce skill gap.  
 
U.S. News & World Report 
A Guide to STEM Majors 
Wendy Winter-Searcy, director of the Mines Career Center, gives advice to high school students hoping 
to pursue a STEM education in college. 
 
Civil Engineering Source 
Behind the scenes of the TallWood shake table test at UC San Diego 
Shiling Pei, associate professor of civil engineering, talks about the National Science Foundation project 
he led this year to earthquake test a 10-story building made of wood. 
 
The Colorado Sun 
Opinion: The need for balance in the regulation of the oil and natural gas industry 
Miskimins and Jim Crompton, professor of practice in petroleum engineering, co-wrote this piece on 
how collaboration is needed to balance environmental action and economic success. 
 
Denver 7 
How Colorado’s oil and gas industry helps and hurts the economy 
Ian Lange, associate professor of economics and business, gives context on Colorado’s oil and gas 
industry and how it balances drilling new oils, cleaning up old ones and dealing with their operations 
being in close proximity to residential areas. 
 
Denver Gazette 
Denver’s Lockheed Martin to build nuclear reactor engine for spacecraft 
Jeff King, professor of metallurgical and materials engineering, explains why nuclear thermal propulsion 
is important to space exploration. 
 
Chalkbeat Colorado 
Colorado banned legacy admissions at its public colleges. Two years later, the impact is unclear. 
Lori Kester, associate provost for enrollment management, explains how universities like Mines have to 
adapt how they attract applicants. 
 
The Colorado Sun 
Two years after Colorado banned legacy admissions, the state’s public colleges and universities say the 
only real change is perception 
Jen Gagne, interim executive director of admissions, outlines Mines’ approach to legacy admissions. 
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Focus on: Payne Institute for Public Policy 
 
New Hampshire Union Leader 
Elizabeth Wilson, Morgan Bazilian and Simon Lomax: Faster permits alone won't build a U.S. clean-
energy supply chain 
Morgan Bazilian, director of the Payne Institute for Public Policy, and Simon Lomax, program manager, 
co-wrote an opinion piece about what will be needed for the U.S. to fully support a clean-energy supply 
chain. 
 
 
-- 
Emilie Rusch (she/her)
Director of Communications
Colorado School of Mines
1600 Jackson Street, Suite 310
303-273-3361 (office) | 720-432-5203 (cell)
erusch@mines.edu
 
Get the latest Colorado School of Mines news: minesnewsroom.com
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