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Goldfields of Summit County, Colorado 

SUMMIT COUNTY 

Summit county lies in the heart of the great mineral 
belt of Colorado, and is one of the oldest gold districts in 
the state. 

Within a radius of thirty miles from its center 
$500,000,000 has been taken from its placer and lode mines 

within the past thirty years, not including the phenomenal 
output of Cripple Creek. 

In the center of this county, nestling at the foot of the 
Ten Mile range, lies Breckenridge, its county seat. 



BRECKENRIDGE 

Breckenridge, a thriving mining camp, with a popula
tion of from i,600 to 1,800 people, is located on the South 
Park division of the Colorado & Southern Railroad, run
ning between Denver and Leadville, being 110 miles from 
Denver and forty-one miles from Leadville. It is situated 
on the rich gravel bars of the Blue River valley, and is the 
business center of the great gold, silver, lead and zinc mines 
of the county. 

Having an altitude of 9,600 feet above sea level, the 
summer climate is temperate and its winters are compara
tively mild, so that mining can be carried on the year round. 

The surrounding country is very picturesque, which, 
together with the shooting and fishing in the spring and 
summer months, make it a first-class resort for visitors. 
But its one great advantage is the opportunities for invest
ment in mining in nearly all of its branches which it offers, 
seldom, if ever, equaled elsewhere. 

It has well appointed and comfortable hotels, stores of 
all descriptions, livery stables well filled with good vehicles 
and stock, bank, churches, good schools, two weekly news
papers and mining exchange. It is lit up by electric light, 
and has a local and long-distance telephone system, which 
latter connects it with other towns and cities of the state. 
The water works system is a fine one, and the local fire-
fighting organization is efficient and energetic. The Breck-
enridge branch of the Denver Smelting and Refining Com
pany has a complete assay and sampling plant, and affords 
a good local market for smelting ores. 

The Gold Pan Engineering and Mine Supply Company 
has extensive and well appointed engineering and fitting 
shops for the manufacture and repair of all kinds of mining 
machinery. 

Early Mining in Summit County 

GREAT PLACER MINES 
The section of Summit county lying north of the main 

range of the Rocky mountains, and east of the Ten Mile 

and Blue ranges, contains the valleys of the Blue and Swan 
rivers, and constitutes the greatest placer fields of Colorado, 
and is known as the banner gold-producing section of the 
county. 

Hydraulic Mining—North American 

Since its discovery in 1859 an(^ !86o it has produced 
$35,000,000 worth of placer gold. From the head waters 
cf the Blue, near Hoosier pass, to the junction of the Grand 
river, which is about sixty miles, the creek beds, benches 
and bars, and low hills, are one great gold-bearing placer 
deposit, which has been fed by the numerous tributaries 
which empty themselves into the Blue from the higher 
ground of the surrounding country, and the higher placer 
mines lying above the river beds have been worked every 
vear since their discovery at a profit to the owners and 
leasers. In the early days of the camp the placer mining 
was carried on by the individual prospector, and every 
gulch had the appearance of a canvas town, with here and 
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there an occasional log cabin. These early-day gulches pro
duced some phenomenally rich "patches," which are to this 
day known under the original names, such as the Wire 
patch, the Jeff Davis patch, the Stillson patch and Sissler 
patch. The principal gulches of the early days were Ameri
can, French, Gold Run, Galena, Humbug, Georgia/Illinois, 
Mayo, Negro, and the Buffalo, Yuba Dam and Delaware 
flats, which were rich producers. 

Many diggings, from the fact that they could produce 
twelve ounches of gold or more per day to the man, were 
known as "pound diggings," and these were by no means 
few in number. The famous McNulty placers, near Robin
son, were known to yield as much as $100 worth of gold to 
the pan in the bed-rock stratum. In these days of more 
advanced methods of working placer ground, and when the 
larger acreage of ground is allowed for hydraulic mining 
operations, many places are now available to the purchaser 

where the gold was not in sufficient abundance to satisfy the 
early individual miner in days when rich ground could alone 
be worked. These placers would pay handsomely now by 
being worked on a large scale, and many investors are tak
ing advantage of these facts by working these placers by 
giants, sluices, and by dredges. 

MODERN HYDRAULIC MINING 

The most extensive examples of hydraulic placer min
ing are the Gold Pan, North American, Gold Run Placer 
Company, Washington, Mecca, Salt Lick, Banner, Buffalo 
and Iowa placers, all of which are working their gold-
bearing wash with hydraulic giants, and long* lines of sluice 
boxes, fitted at the bottom with wood or iron riffles. In 
some instances, where there is any quantity of fine gold, 
quick silver is kept in the first series of riffles to collect it in 
the form of amalgam. 

Placer Pit of the Gold Pan Mining Co. Mecca Company's Placer Pit 

NUGGETS 
During the working of the various patches and gulches 

many large nuggets of gold, as well as of silver, have been 
found, some weighing eleven pounds, six pounds, two and 
one-half and one pound each, with many silver nuggets 
weighing one-half pound each. The largest gold nugget ever 
found in the district was unearthed in the Gold Flake mine, 
on Farncomb hill. It was a fine specimen of crystallized 
gold, and after cleaning weighed 156 ounces and seven 
pennyweights. The pocket from which it came netted the 
owners over $20,000. Many other nuggets of fine crystal
lized gold were found about Farncomb hill showing little 
signs of water wear, and the discovery of these led to the 
location of the great mines of Farncomb hill, where crystal
lized gold was found in large quantities. 

Farncomb Hill—First Discovery of Lode Mining 

METAL MINES 
As far back as 1883 prospecting was begun, in order 

to discover the sources from which the coarse gold, found 
in the placer mines, came; and the first discoveries of im
portance were the Ontario, Boss and Reveille veins, on 
Farncomb hill. Following these were the Key West, Gold 
Flake, Ontario, Bond Holder and others, which proved to 
be bonanzas for the owners and lessees. They have pro
duced in coarse gold nearly $13,000,000 since their discov

ery, the quality of the gold being high, and bringing a 
price of from $17 to $19 per ounce at the mint. 

Some of the most beautiful specimens of gold ever seen 
in the world came from here, and a collection from this dis
trict, exhibited at the World's Fair in Chicago in 1893. took 
the first prize, and a similar display at St. Louis in 1904 

Victoria Mine, The Masontown M. & M. Co.'s Property near Frisco 
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was awarded a special prize for its rare beauty and origi
nality. 

The rich production frotp Farncomb hill gave a zest to 
prospecting, and the adjoining hills were at once vigorously 
attacked, with the result of the discovery of many other 
mines in the county, and in this way the silver, lead and 
zinc mines were opened up, as well as new gold mines, on 
every hill around Breckenridge. 

Lying west of Breckenridge is the Ten Mile range, 
which extends to Robinson, the town being named after the 
famous Robinson mine, which has produced over $7,000,000. 
With it are the Champion, the New York, Colonel Sellars, 
Wintergreen, Wilfley, White Quail, Washington, Summit. 
Yellow Mask, Nettie B., Excelsior, Admiral, Copper Queen, 
North American, Four Most, King Solomon and the Vic
toria. 

Dredge Mining on the Swan 

Lying northwest of Breckenridge is the Swan River 
district, rich in its placer deposits, upon which is the North 
American Dredging Company, operating two dredg*es, and 
the Gold Run Placer Company, also the Lambing Dredging 
Company. In this same section and working on the ledges 
are the Jessie mine, with its forty-stamp mill; the Cashier, 

Jessie Mine and Mill 

with its forty-stamp mill; the Hamilton, ten-stamp mill, 
and other producing mines. 

Gibson and Prospect hills lie north of Breckenridge, 
which produces free-milling and smelting ores. Some of 
its principal mines are the Kellog, Eureka, Bullion King, 
New York, Alice A., Detroit, Johannesburg and Jumbo, a 
number of these properties having mills. 

East of Breckenridge lie Mineral and Farncomb hills. 
Some of the principal mines on Mineral hill are the Union, 
with its xoo-ton concentrating mill, Oro and mill, Welling

ton, Minnie and mill, Lucky and mill, Cincinnati, Orthodox, 
Mono and others, with those of Farncomb hill, which have 
already been mentioned. 

Just below Mineral hill, in French gulch, and immedi
ately adjoining the Union property, is the Reliance Dredg
ing Company's ground, which is to be worked by a modern 
bucket dredge, the building of which is now nearly com
pleted. 

The Old Union M. & M. Co.'s Mill, Mineral Hill, Breckenridge 

Southeast of Breckenridge are Mount Baldy and Nig
ger hill, which have proven their mineral wealth by the 
output of the Washington, with its twenty-stamp mill; 
Juniata, with Huntington mill; Mountain Pride, with fifty-
ton concentrating mill; Puzzle, with concentrating mill; 
Duncan, Ouray, Laurium, Carbonate, Snow Drift, War
rior's Mark, Silver King, Golden Edge, and others. 

Still south of here is the Blue River district, with Little 
mountain, from which the Germania has given large and 
steady productions of ore by car-load lots, which have 

Mill of The Washington-Joliet M. & M Co. 

brought as high as $10,000 to the car. Along the Blue 
river are the Arctic, Ling, Maximus, Wheeler, Jack and 
Eldorado group, Governor and Monte Cristo with their 
mills, and other great producers. 

Nigger Hill and Mt. Baldy 
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FUTURE OF SUMMIT COUNTY 
The great deposits of placer gold in the gulches, which 

have been shed by the ledges and fissure veins in the moun
tains above, which have been proven in continuity in length 
and values in depth by miles of working drifts, tunnels and 
shafts, and the high monetary returns obtained from the 
mint, smelters and mills, coupled with the great width of 
many of the ledges, which in some instances measure from 

fifteen to thirty feet of pay ore, leave no trace of doubt of 
the ultimate permanency of the field, or of its future being 
a brilliant one. 

Summit county has not only proven itself a large pro
ducer of gold, but has developed some of the leading silver, 
lead and zinc mines of the state. Copper is also found in 
payable quantities, and among the rarer metals are bismuth, 
molybdenum, tungsten and platinum. 

Railroad above Breckenridge on Nigger Hill 

POSSIBILITIES OF SUMMIT COUNTY 

Rocky Mountain News Editorial, March 30. 
Summit county, the home of the premium gold nugget, 

has caught its second wind. The Breckenridge Bulletin 
tells us that there are all kinds of indications that this year 
will see more mining done on a permanent business basis 
than was ever witnessed in camp before. "The experimental 
stage is passing into the practical, and confidence is shown 

and seamed with mineral-bearing veins and deposits, while 
the valley of the Blue is a placer field from the southern 
source to the open end of the horseshoe on the line between 
Summit and Grand counties. The Ten Mile range is 
wholly within Summit county and is a storehouse of mineral 
sealed up in the veins that intersect the range with great 
regularity. There is but little of this mineral territory of 

Pack Train Starting for Mines 

by all in the prosecution of work. The mineral belt from 
Hoosier pass to Argentine is practically unbroken. There 
is mineral along the Blue ridge from where it branches off 
from the main range to the county line toward Kremmling, 
and from Mt. Fletcher and Fremont pass the Gore range 
carries mineral to the county line between Summit and 
Grand. This horseshoe of the range boundary is severed 

Summit county that has been more than walked over. The 
work done has developed big mines and the work yet to do 
will develop bigger ones. There is no better prospecting 
ground and better surface indications to be found than 
Summit county can show. The placer field has been more 
nearly covered than the lode claims. Placer mining has 
produced many millions of gold, and only the side streams 
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of the Blue have been worked. The boulder problem in the 
main valley of the Blue has been a difficult one, but will be 
overcome. The season promises to be an active one in 
placer work. It is understood that several dredges will be 
built and the Blue valley as well as the side gulches will be 
a busy scene between Dillon and Breckenridge this summer, 
for it is well known that good pay ground exists between 
the two places." 

OPPORTUNITIES OF SUMMIT COUNTY 

There is no mining district in the whole state of Colo
rado which can give so great an inducement for the invest
ment of capital as Summit county. It is one of the oldest 
camps of the state, and its productiveness has been shown 
by the continuous working of its placer tracts and the steady 
operation of its ledge mine. 

The fact of the enormously rich finds of high-grade 
ore in Leadville and Cripple Creek, having proved a great 
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The Iron Mask Mine 

magnet to capital, has left Summit county in a position of 
steady production and good honest mining. There has 
been no undue booming of this district, and the result of 
this is that capital coming in here to invest gets the most 
favorable terms obtainable anywhere. Prospects are not 
offered at the price of a developed mine, nor are any of the 
proven mines held at fabulous figures. There are a number 
of men here, of little means, who own valuable claims, and 
for this reason they are not high priced, and can often be 
secured by a small cash consideration, and time given to 
prove their permanency and value. 

A Group of Miners 

THE OBJECT OF THE SUMMIT COUNTY 
MINING EXCHANGE 

Having been among the chief operators of mines in 
this section for some years, and having had the opportuni
ties to see for ourselves the great chances for profitable 
investment, it naturally occurred to us that such valuable 
properties as were lying about us should be made the chan
nel of profit. We therefore established an association, 
called The Summit County Mining Exchange, for the sole 
purpose of securing options on worthy properties of merit, 
in order to induce capital to come in and make money. 

The year 1905 marks the forty-sixth year of the min
ing industry of Colorado—forty-five years ago the hardy 
pioneer of the mining industry of Colorado was delving in 
the sands and gulches seeking for gold. His methods were 
of the crudest sort, his knowledge of the business most 
limited, he never thought of looking for, nor developing 

supplanted by the electric light, so the old pan hks been 
supplanted by the most approved machinery for working 
ores of every kind and nature. 

Push, perseverance, energy and increased knowledge 
(the product of experience) have placed the mining in
dustry in the front ranks of the business of the world. 

Placer Mining on Nigger Hill 

a lode or ledge. His hardships were many and severe, HOW MINING PAYS 
owing to the wild condition of the country; his returns 
were comparatively small on account of his lack of knowl- Among the great mining regions of the world none 
edge and poor methods in handling his product, but con- stand out more conspicuously than Colorado. Over $360,-
ditions have now changed; as the old tallow dip has been 000,000 has been produced in mineral the last year and 
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Placer Mining on Nigger Hill 

a lode or ledge. His hardships were many and severe, HOW MINING PAYS 
owing to the wild condition of the country; his returns 
were comparatively small on account of his lack of knowl- Among the great mining regions of the world none 
edge and poor methods in handling his product, but con- stand out more conspicuously than Colorado. Over $360,-
ditions have now changed; as the old tallow dip has been 000,000 has been produced in mineral the last year and 



over $40,000,000 has been paid in dividends to stockholders 
of Colorado properties the past year. 

The value of the mine holdings of Colorado (we mean 
those mines thoroughly prospected and developed) are be
yond computation. 

We will here state that mining in Colorado is in its 
infancy, a mere child locked in the cradle of the Rocky 
Mountains, waiting for pick, drill and powder to open the 
way so that the child of to-day will walk out, the mighty 
giant of to-morrow! 

We find; upon a close examination of statistics, that 
there are less failures in mining than in any other business 
pursuit, commercial, manufacturing and banking not ex
cepted, and greater returns per capita for those engaged 
than in any other business. 

We here quote the United State census for 1890, which 
shows a loss of less than fifty per cent, in mining, as against 
ninety-five per cent, in four of our leading pursuits, viz : 
commercial, manufacturing, trading and banking. The re
sult also shows an average return per man engaged in agri
culture of $297; in forest industry, $425; in manufactur-

$764; in metal mines, $1,910; we conclude mining 
pays! 

In mining investments extremely large amounts are 
not necessary to make one successful, for the man of mod
erate means, properly ,advised, has opportunities of quickly 
doubling his capital. Under incorporations great achieve
ments are made possible through combining limited sums 
of thousands, thus equaling the capital of Individual mil
lionaires, making possible gigantic undertakings that are 
productive of enormous revenue. The dollar of the man of 
moderate means is equally as powerful as the dollar of the 
money king. Both serve their purpose; both are entitled 
to their proportionate profits. 

Any party of level-headed men with a limited amount 
of available capital can put themselves in the way of be
coming millionaires. 

Secure a good mining property, incorporate it your
selves, and sell stock to reimburse your own purses, and 
develop the mine; still retaining your original ground-floor 
interest in the organization. 

We can furnish the mine; you find the money and reap 
the profits. 

MINING AS AN INVESTMENT 
Persons who have been enslaved to the idea that the 

only safe propositions were the five per cent, securities now 
realize that many millions of interest have been lost to them 
through heeding the advice of those interested in cheap 
money, and that among the banking instutions of the West 
eighteen per cent, to twenty per cent, per annum is hot 

Interior of Stamp Mill 

considered a hazardous western profit or excessive dividend 
upon the great majority of our gilt edge mining securities, 
and the mining interests of the West are willing to pay 
thiat interest for the use of money, for by the aid of capital 
we are able to open up tremendous ore bodies, that lead to 
still greater fortunes. The employment of $10,000 in min
ing is equivalent to $40,000 in most any other branch of 
industry. 

"Nature has laid her treasures in the mountain recesses 
of the West. The American miner searches them out. 
Eastern money makes possible their conversion into bullion, 
and the joint results of the miner and the capitalist make 
possible the tremendous profits that signalize successful 
mining."—From the New York Herald. 

PROFITS IN MINING 
The dividends paid by all the banks of the United 

States are less than the dividends paid by its gold and sil
ver mines. The dividends paid by the copper mines of 
this country are greater than the dividends paid by the rail
road companies. Many of the richest men in the world 
have accumulated their wealth through investments in 
mines. From the time of discovery up to 1904 the United 
States has produced $2,360,000,000 in gold, Mexico at 

Where the Gold is Saved in Cyanide Plants 
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least $181,000,000, and probably twice as much, and Brit
ish North America $142,000,000, making a grand total of 
$2,683,000,000.—"National Banker " 

HOW TO REACH BRECKENRIDGE 
Leave Denver at 8:15 a. m. by the Colorado & South

ern Railroad, which takes you over one of the most pictur
esque and scenic lines of the West, winding up Platte canon, 
through South park and over the great Continental divide, 
reaching Breckenridge at 3 p. m. 

THE S UMMIT C OUNTY M INING E XCHANGE 

DAVID H. LAWRANCE, M. E., 
Consulting Engineer. 

CARLE. LAMONT BLACKMAN, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

April 20, 1905. 

Main Street, 
A. E. KEABLES, Breckenridge, Colorado. 

Business Manager. 
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