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917 18th st N.W. WASHINGTON, D. C. 
August 4 1935 

Mr John H.Marks 
1026 17th st N.W.,Bank Block, 

Denver, Oolo. 

My d ear Mr Marks; 

I arrived home last Saturday, delighted to find 
the Detwiler Brothers report of the completion of three test holes, drill
ed on Blue River Placers No. 5,6 & 7, about a mile distance from the Ora 
Grande placers at Dillon, Colo. The test on the west side of the placers 
about 100 feet from the C.&.S R .R.tracks was 68 feet in depth, while Ho I  
test directly east,about 200 feet from Ho. 3 test hole was 53 feet in depth 
and number 2 test hole directly east from No. I  about 200 feet was 51 feet 
in depth. Bach of the three tests were sunk about 3 feet into shale bed 
rock, while the three tests were absolutely free of boulders or even large 
gravel formation, and absolutely free from clay, from grass roots to bed
rock. The formation is shown to you by the Number two sample report which 
I am for warding together with a photograph of the gravel pile taken from 
sinking No. T s haft by Mr W.H .Gay in 1894, showing absence of all evidence 
of even COARSB gra v Is or boulders. The formation encountered in the three 
drill tests made in 1936, correspond with the reports of the testings of 
1894 by Mr Gay, While the preliminary reports of the Detwilers indicate 
12 cent per cu yard, the enclosed seems to aggregate 20 cents, together 
with the most favorable dredging conditions as to formation, being mostly 
sand and gravel, and electric power bordering the four miles length of 
our placers with finest communication and transportation lines along the 
entire length of our patented properties. There are no trees encountered, 
but an abundance of water along the entire property. 

The report enclosed speaks for Itself, until I get the 
final report and samples of gold recovered. 

The tests show that the lowest or deepest bed rock 
lies on the west border of our tract, being 68 feet, while the middle test 
No. I is 53 feet to bed rock, practically of same formation, while the 
No. 2 test is 51 feet from grass r :>ots to bed rock, doubltess in the old 
Pay channel, as this test hole is just about 75 feet North of Shaft No. I  
where the Gay report shows they entered into the pay channel on bed rock. 

Three of the workmen engaged &n shaft No I for Mr Gay 
in I8S4, (including Jess Oakley, and Leo Ames of Dillon} confirmed Mr Gay's 
high value report of 1994, as well of the Detwiler report herewith enclosed. 

While I have not received the final report from the 
Detwiler Bros., X did get the enclosed report of No. 2 test, yesterday. 

'JtwtidCyou can make a statement from the enclosed reports of ^etwdler and Mr 
^ay of 1894, and from what you recall from your examination of the Ora Grande 
and Buffalo placers near by our Blue River Placers 5,5 & 7 extending from 
Dillon to the junction of the Blue and Swan Rivers. I am enc losing a. U .S. 
map of topographical survey. The purpose ofe1iminary statement I 
have requested, is to accompany my report of the testing,I have just complet
ed, with the hope we can get a loan from the U.S. to corftinjjje the testing 
of our placerSj with hope that we can construct a Bucyrus .dredk^^n 4 
mile placery alone the Blue River. '  Very" sincerely 



C O P Y  

REPORT 

on 

THE E XCELISOR PLACER iINE. 

—0—0--0-P 

G E O G R A P H Y .  

The Excelisor Placer Mine is situated about one 

and three quarters miles north of Breckenridge, Colorado, 

on the banks of Blue River. Breckenridge is the County Seat 

of Summit County, having a population of about 1,500 and is 

on the main line of the Colorado and Southern Railway, between 

Denver and Leadville, 110 miles from Denver, the State Capitol.  

The alt itude is 9,500 feet above sea levelo 

D E S C R I P T I O N .  

The Excelisor Placer Mine comprises United States 

Survey No. 14,463 Excelisor Placer, containing 30.314 acres; 
•2-

United States Survey No. 10,468 Shakespeare Lode; United 

States Survey No. 12,4-68 Ella Lode; United States Survey No. 

12,468 Eda Lode and United States Survey No. 12,468 Eagle Lode, 

said lodes containing 20.66 acres, or in all  50.974 acres. 

t 

T I T L E .  

The t it le is covered with United States patentse  

The Buffalo Plats and Independence ditches are held by purchase <> 

The latter has not been used for several years, but the former 

has been used every year (l  am informed) since its location in 1B610  
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W A T E R - S U P P L Y .  

i  

The Buffalo Plats ditch is constructed on a varying 

grade from two-tenths, to one foot to the hundred feet, hence 

its carrying capacity is not as good as it should bec 

The elevation of this ditch above the river is 153 

feet, and not high enough to cover all the landj the Independence 

ditch is 80 feet higher than this ditch and covers most all of 

the highest portions of the placer. 

The size of the Buffalo Plats ditch is changeable, but 

will average four feet wide by the two and one-half feet deep, 

and should carry about 500 miner's inches of Yirater, which could 

easily be increased by a properly constructed ditch. 

The Independence ditch is also not of uniform grade and 

not in condition to carry water. The estimate that one miner's 

inch of water under a hundred-foot head will handle one and 

seventy-eighth hundredths (1-78/100) cubic yards of gravel each 

twenty-four hours is made in California, and I believe will apply 

here. 

T O P O G R A P H Y .  

The grade from the river to the easternly and lines of 

the lode claims is about 16 feet to the hundred. The Blue River 

is about 2-1/2 feet to the hundred at this point. 

ascend rapidly for about 2,000 feet to the apex of the hill which 

runs north and south. The lower end of the sluce box is about 40 

feet above the river, therefore affording plenty of dump. 



G E O L O G Y .  
t 

Gibson Hill, upon which this property is situated, is 

made up mostly of Porphyry dykes, with some Quartzite dykes, all 

of which carry gold and the erosion of the same would make the 

placer gravel rich enough to pay to placer mine. 

W 0 R K I N G S. 

The workings consist of about six acres, which are 

partly worked, most of which would pay to work over again. 

These workings have been going on for a great many 

years under owners or leasers. The water has never been at 

sufficient elevation to do the best work, and the grade of the 

sluice boxes has been too much to catch the gold, yet I am in

formed that there has been a great deal of money taken out in 

these meager Workings. 

GRAVEL AND VALUES. 

The gravel is a coarse friable conglomerate and is 

easily washed, the boulders are not so large but that they can 

be easily handled. 

The depth to bed rock so far as determined is from 20 

feet to 60 feet, and would average 30 feet in depth. 

The quality of the gold as it is shipped from the 

Sluice box to the United States Mint at Denver is about $17.05 

per ounce. The value of the gravel per cubic yard, gathered 

from the most reliable sources gives it at from 20 cents to 40 

cents, and I should say ought to average 25 cents per cubic yard, 

at the least. There are spots that will run $1.00 per cubic yard. 

But use the lowest estimate, at 20 cents vriiich I think is very 

conservative and from the manner in which the property has been 

worked in the past, I believe that it has cost from 7 cents to 10 
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cents per cubic yard. This could easily be reduced to 5 cents, 

but to take the average cost at 5 cents, when the property is 

properly fitted up and let the average vale be 20 cents, leaves 

a net profit of 15 cents per cubic yard. 

The average depth to bed rock being 30 feet would give 

48,400 cubic yards to each acre, which would yield $7,260.00 net. 

There being, about six acres worked leaves a net acreage to work of 

about forty-four acres, which should yield j>319,440.00 n et. 

There are about six months of placer season for washing 

in this district, but to' allow for closing down for repairs, etc., 

there should be five months or 150 days for working left, and a 

ditch properly constructed would carry six hundred inches of water, 

so that over one thousand yards of gravel could be washed each 

twenty-four hours: this at a net profit of 15 cents per cubic yard 

gives a net profit of $150.00 per day for 150 days for the season, 

or a total net profit per season of ,;22,500.00. 

E X P E N S E  O F  F I T T I N G  U P  

In order to accomplish the results heretofore given, it  

will be necessary to construct a new ditch which will be about one 

and one-half miles in length, to French Gulch, from w here water is 

taken. 

This will cost about ----------- - $ 1 , 8 0 0 . 0 0  

Repair the Old Buffalo Flats ditch ----- 500.00 

Pipe and giants, -------------- 1,000.00 

Reservoirs for booming - ---------- 200.00 

New flu me installed lower down towards the 
northwesterly corner of placer 250.00 

For Engineering on ditches ---------- 250.00 

Making a T 0 T A L of --- $4,000,00 



v/hich amount should put the property in first class condition for 

property up properly I  would recommend that the ditches be started 

at once. They ought to be built  within sixty days if  enough.men are 

employed and perhaps in less time. But in order to get at washing 

as soon as possible no time should be wasted in the starting of this 

work# Great care should be taken to see that the ditches are properly 

constructed to a uniform grade, headgates and spillways are likewise 

important factors in constructing ditches. The sluice box should be 

built  on a five inch grade to the 12 ft .  box, and in any case should 

not exceed 6 inches to the 12 ft .  box. Two booming reservoirs should 

be installed, so they would be self-acting. These could be so placed 

that they would fil l  every fifteen or twenty minutes. A p ipe l ine 

and giants should also be put in place so that they could be used for 

washing down the banks and the emptying of the reservoirs would boom 

the gravel through the boxes, and in this manner cheaply operate the 

property. 

paying dividends• 

C O N C L U S I O N  

Inasmuch as i t  will consume considerable time to fi t  the 

RESPECTFULLY SU BMITTED, 

Fred C. Cremer, 

Mining Engineer. 



/ 
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torn 

COPY O F PENCIL M EMORANDUM 

Made by 

M. Mc Howe 

The cubic yard contents of gravel is more than 

double what Cremer puts it at as it will easily average 70 

feet in deptho In fact I have found it to be nearer 90 feet, 

henc,e the value contained in each acre is almost 2/5 more than 

Cremer puts it at. Fox Lake and Ira Roberts claims has ,240,000 

in placer gold according to my report. 

You can remodel this report and then return it to 

me as I have no copy. 

S.M.Howe 

nQ 

\1  * T  
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