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Mineral Is Found at 1,000 Foot 
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Such Product, V 
— H 

BY CAPT. JAMES T. SMITH. 

W. Z. Kinney, general. man
ager of the Gold King Extension 
Mines company, operating near 
Silverton, in San Juan county, 
reports the existence of plat
inum in the latest retorts from 
the Gold King 150-ton mill, which 
uses a modified system of flotation. 
In a sixty-one ounce gold retort tested' 
by the Burlingame assay office, this 
city, 10 per cent of platinum was 
found, the latter being valued at $135 
per Troy ounce. 

This is the first platinum ever de
tected in Colorado gold or gold-silver 
ores. In the black sands of Newlin 
gulch, south of Denver, some grains 
of platinum have been located. 

Price Advanced by War. 
America's production of that min

eral, which advanced during the war 
from $18 "to $140, per ounce, has been 
practically confined to the black sands 
of the Pacific coast, but in no single 
year has the amount been large 
enough to affect the market. 

In the Gold King mine the latest 
ore development is between the sec
ond and third levels at 1,000 feet 
from surface. This ore body is five 
feet wide, and has been followed thus 
far for 300 feet. It is frqm this dis
covery—the latest in the mine since 
activity was resumed last fall—that 
the platinum is obtained. An effort 
will be made hereafter in the mill 
practice to save all of the platinum 
contents. 

Uses of Platinum. 

Platinum is used largely in the 
manufacture of expensive jewelry 
and as a setting for diamonds. It 
is indispensable in the make-up of 
laboratory appliances, in the making 
of sulphuric acid and in the produc
tion of incandescent lamps. The 
known supply is small, and is rapidly 
diminishing. It comes mainly from 
the Ural mountains, in Siberia, where 
many of the claims are controlled by 
English or French capital. 

Since 1736, when the mineral was 
discovered, about 5,000,000 ounces 
have been produced. In 1917 the 
world's production was plaeed at 
82,625 ounces. The federal bureau of 
mines made a special drive in that 
year to increase the American output, 
as the mines in Russia were shut out 
by the war. Colombia, South Amer
ica, where New York capital is ac
tive, produced 20,000 ounces of plati
num in 1917. 
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