
PRELIMINARY REPORT OP Tim GOLD KING EXTENSION 

GROUP OP LODE MINES 

Compiled by 
J. H. Marks, 

503 Empire Bldg., 

Denver, Colorado. 

Prom statements furnished by W. Z. Kinney. 

This property is known as The Gold King Extension Mine. 

It is located directly between the famous Gold 

King and Spnnyside Mines. The Gold King Mine adjoins the 

property on the west side; the Sunnyside ground is on the 

east side. 

The Go1g King Extension Group of lode mines consists 

of six claims, viz:-

The Gold King Extension 
The Gold King Extension No. 1 
The Gold King Extension No. 2 
The Gold King Extension No. 3 
The Gold King Extension No. 4 
The Gold King Extension No. 5 
Total acreage; about 55 acres. 

Title to the property is clear. 

A letter written in 1913 by Mr. James Dyson, 

Civil and Mining Engineer of Silverton, Colorado, who made 

the surveys of The Gold King Extension claims, follows: 

Silverton, Colo., 15, 1913 

"TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:-

This is to certify that I surveyed the group of 
claims known as the Gold King Extension group, situated on 
Bonita Mountain San Juan County, Colorado, and named as follows: 

Gold King Extension, 
Gold King Extension No. 1 
Gold King Extension No. 2 
Gold King Extension No. 3 
Gold King Extension No. 4, and 
Gold King Extension No. 5 

All of these claims were located on the unsurveyed 
public domain on free ground and are not in conflict with any 
other mining claims or property, except as shown by the ac
companying map. Being familiar with the Gold King properties 



and tiie underground workings thereof, I have no hesitation 
in saying that the Gold King Extension properties contain 
the continuation or extension of the well known Gold King 
vein. I might add that the property can he patented for a 
sum not to exceed $2000, The property is located so that^ 
it can he worked very much more economically than the original 
Gold King, as the tunnel projected and already driven 150 feet, 
will cut the veins of which there seems to he a net-work from 
800 to 900 feet from the surface. 

Very truly yours, 

This group of claims is located in Eureka Mining 

District, San Juan County, Colorado. 

The nearest town is Gladstone, the terminus of the 

Silverton, Gladstone and Northern railroad; said town heing 

5 miles southwest from Boss Basin in which is located the main 

crosscut tunnel of the Gold King Extension mines. 

seat of San Juan County; 10 miles southerly from this property. 

The altitude ahove seal level is, Silverton, 9270 ft; 

Gladstone 10500 ft; Boss Basin 12500 ft; Bonita Peak over 

15200 ft. 

The valuable minerals in the Gold King Extension 

Group of mines are gold and silver; average values heing $10. 

gold and $5. silver. 

Extensive developments in the Gold King Mine, of 

which Mr. Kinney was manager for 15 years, have proven the 

character of the ore that will he encountered in the development 

of the Gold King Extension mine. 

The ore in places occurs in pockets that are extremely 

rich, assaying as high as 50% gold; hut the main values consist 

of large bodies of ore averaging fifteen dollars per tone, heing 

absolutely free milling; that is to say that 35% of values 

(signed) James Dyson 

Civil Engineer, 

TJ. S. Mineral Surveyor." 

A wagon road connects Ross Basin with Gladstone. 

Silverton, having a population of 2000, is the county 



can be recovered by amalgamation and 95$ of the blance 

by concentration, the concentrates are made into a shipping 

ore by concentrating the crude mine run ore in the ratio of 

tons of ore to 1 ton of concentrates and as the excess iron 

exceeds the silica by about 40% it makes an ideal smelting 

product, the smelting charges being only from $1 to $1.50 

per ton, 

Mr. Kinney states that during the time he was manager 

of the Gold King mine, $4,500,000. worth of ore was mined, the 

proceeds from which amounted to $5,812,565.30 after deducting 

freight and smelter charges. 

In corroboration of above statement there are the 

following 

nM. D. Thatcher, Prest. Jno. H. Workheiser, Cashier 
Jno. H. Thatcher Y. Prest. B. B. Allen, Asst. Cashier 

Capital $50,000. 

Surplus and Profits $15,000. 

First National Bank 

Silverton, Colo., February 15, 1913, 

This is to certify that this Bank received from 
the Gold King Mining Company, gold bullion valued 
at $1,011,803.81, during the years 1897 to June 
1908, inclusive. 

Respectfully, 

f Sig ned) Jno. H. Workheiser 

Cashier 

To Mr. W. Z. Kinney 

Stockholder of the 
Gold King Mining Co," 

-H.T"naA& 
Oww: Oo^ 



"AMERICAN SMELTING & REFINING GO. 
Purango Plant, Durango, Colo, 

F, C. Gilbert, Manager. 

nurango, uoio. March 18, 1915, 
Mr. W. Z . Kinney, 

Silverton, Colorado, 

Pear Sir: M 

As requested in your favor of March 7th, I beg to 
5??i™2J!+o ftajj?ent showing by months the payments made "for 
shipments to this smelter by the Gold King Mines, from the 
beginning of 1897 to June 15th, 1908. 

Yours truly, 

fSigned) p. c. Gilbert 

ner FJE Manager 
per A J±j per 1" 

Purango, Colo., March 18, 1915 

OF AMOUNT PAIP FOR ORES & CONCENTRATES 
RECEIVED FROM THE "GOID KING MINE", BY THE OMAHA & 
GRANT SMELTING CO. ANP PURANGO PLANT OF THE 
AMERICAN SMELTING & REFINING COMPANY 

From January 1, 1897 to June 15, 1908 

YEAR TONS PRY 

1897 748.814 
1898 5163.965 
1899 4728.146 
1900 7494.451 
1901 10000.228 
1902 9858.088 
1905 16019,800 
1904 18099.341 
1905 18120.510 
1906 16136.513 
1907 17751.944 
1908- 10145.479 

132177.279 

PAIP SHIPPER 
T  0  T A P  

| 8480.52 
88758.55 

110657.07 
152952.11 
114772.59 
429148.10 
568088.80 
502595.59 
245007.72 
255679,98 
555760.81 
170898.07 

2800759.49 

:(To June 15th) 

-tpr 



Since Mr, Kinney resigned from the management of 

the Gold King mine, the property has heen and is at present 

operated under the leasing system; no estimate of production 

available. 

A somewhat detailed description of the Gold King mine 

is given in a publication issued by the Department of the Inter

ior, Washington, D. C. entitled, 

"Bulletin of the United States Geological Survey Do. 182, 
by E. I. Ransome, pages 254 to 258, 

At the time Mr, Ransome gathered the data for his 

publication, "Bulletin No. 182" Mr. Kinney was superintendent 

and manager for the Gold King mine and states that in a conver

sation with Mr. Ransome that he (Mr. Ransome) asked as to the 

ownership of the ground adjoining and lines with Gold King mine; 

saying that in his opinion that after the vein left the Gold 

King end lines and passed northeast under the top of Bonita Peak 

it would be less affected by the numerous faults found in the 

Gold King and that he believed the ore would be more continuous 

and contain greater values. 

Mining developements on the Gold King Extension mine 

consist of discovery shafts or cuts on the vaious claims; also 

a cross cut tunnel 4-g- x 7 ft. 300 ft. long located on the Gold 

King Extension No. 5 lode. Phis tunnel when completed to a length 

of'900 ft. more or less will cut all of the Gold King veins at 

a depth of from 800 to 900 ft. from the surface. Che value 

of mining improvements on these claims has cost about $5000. 

Yein characteristics of Gold King Extension mine. 

Strike I.E. & S.W.; dip about 25° to N.W.; width 

3 to 30 ft, Yein filling quartz and iron being a vein with 

both hanging wall and foot wall in andesite porphyry; outcrop 

irregular but traceable for a distance of 4000 feet, when it 

disappears in slide rock as it approaches Lake Em. at Sunnyside 



The vein system of the Gold King, Gold King Exten

sion and Sunnyside mines are apparently identical; the Gold 

King Extension forming the connecting link. 

The region in which this group of claims is located 

is mountainous, "being about 5 miles west from the Continental 

Divide. 

It is drained by Cement Creek a tributary of the Animas 

River the waters from which eventually find their way to the 

Gulf of California through the Colorado River. 

The rainy season is in July and August. 

Extremes of heat and cold range from 75° above to 

SO0 below zero. 

Water for domestic use and steam purposes is found 

at the mine. 

Mining supplies can be had at Silverton. 

The location of this property is in an old established 

mining region and for this reason its development is much easier 

than it would otherwise be. Wagon roads, tramways, electric 

power lines, mills, etc. etc. are in near proximity; the two 

large mines on either end of the Gold King Extension group have 

modern mining and' milling equipment. 

The Sunnyside mine is located adjoining the northeast of 

the Gold King Extension group of claims. 

This property has been worked for a great many years 

and is still in active operation. 

onwsOOPi 



A sale is at present contemplated as shown by the 

following clipping from the Rocky Mountain hews of Jan. 18, 1917 

Durango, Colo., Jan0 17— The American Zinc company 
is negotiating for the Sunnyside mine here, owned 
by ¥. I. Terry and his sister, Mrs. Ellen Terry Strong. 
A company of ten Eastern capitalists arrived here tonight 
in a special train to look over the property. 

"Joseph T. Terry, who also is interested in the 
mine, is here to conduct the negotiations for the sale. 

"The men on the special refused permission to use 
their names. They are sdid to be interested in the 
American Zinc company. The deal, if consumated, will 
involve a sum in the neighborhood of §6,500,000. 

"'I am not prepared to make public the details of 
any deal which may result in the change of ownership of 
the Sunnyside property,1 said J. T. Terry. 'For me to 
say anything now would be a breach of trust. But I 
may state that the men on the special train have been 
investigating the property with a view to purchase*". 

Two maps and some photographs submitted with this 

report show conditions relative to the Gold King Extension 

mine; the geological and other features of the district are 
a 

comprehensively shown in Silverton Folio Ho. 120 published 

by the U. S. G. S. 

"TBRRYS MAY SELL 

:• SBMYSIDE MIHE 

Eastern Capitalists Arrive at Hurango in Deal 

That Involves §6,500,000. 

Special to The Hews 

Yery respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) John H. Marks 

5OS Empire Bldg. 
Denver, Colorado. 

Jan. 20, 1917. 

OOf3*% 




