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Dear Sir: 

I have made an examination o f the Pride of the West Mine, consist

ing of the following patented lode raining claims: Pride of the west, 

Ao quill a, Oriental, Regulator, Astor, Richmond, Blacketone, Howards-

villa, Cascade, Rone-Such, Ada, Royal Tiger, Green Mountain, Silver 

Gem, Silver Fountain, Achilles, Silver Beauty, and part of the Trail 

Lode, also four claims numbered hut not named, which are mill sites. 

I am unable to learn of any unfavorable reports on thl s property, 

An 
and I fully verifyxevery particular the following reports on it; 

Reports of Arthur Macy, Professor Ihlslng, R. P. Andrews, T. M. Tripp, 

Frank Meyer, Charles E. Major, copies of which are fuxly certified, and 

sent herewith. Bulletin of the U. S. Geological Survey Wo. 182 series 

A Economic Geology says: Pride of the West Mine; this mine was ore 

the earliest in the district to send out ore. The first lot was taken 

out by pock animals to Bel Rorte on the Rio Grande,,and there sold in 

1874. It was from the upper workings, and oontained handsome masses 

of wire silver. In the mint report of 1874 the mine is credited with 

the total product from the upper tunnel (levels) of 1,500 tons ol an 

average value of $65.00 a ton. This wouia glwe a total value of 

$97,500.00 in 1874. The upper and older workings are situated some 500 

feet above Cunnin#iam Guloh, near the stoppings of the vein ore from 

20 to 25 feet wide. 

The rich ore carries rich tetrahedrite (or Freigburghite) and 

sometimes wire silver. 

With proper management this property with moderately sized force 
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should net the owners a clear annual profit of from $80,00 0 to #120,000 

With the enlargement of the present milling facilities these figures c 

could he doubled or trebbled as the case might be. At present there 

is machinery worth approximately #40,000 on the property, ready for 

use almost at once. It would be advisable to repair the aerial tram, 

and begin at once stoping out in the upper and lower workings all the 

ore in sight, sort same into first and second grade, ship at once the 

former in the crude state to the smelter, and concentrate the latter 

before shipping it ,  to sink on the upper workings, and raise in the 

lower tunnel to connect both (this has since been done). By doing so 

thousands of tons of high grade ore will be encountered, which could 

be sorted to average between #50.00 and #65.00 per ton. It is 

impossible to give approximately a correct estimate of the number of 

tons of ore in sight in the mine. But i t  is an assured fact that there 

is a sufficient amount to insure consecutive and profitable shipments 

for many y ears to come. The average value per ton from shipments made 

from this mine to the smelters since 1898 to the present time is about 

#30.00 per ten, but by sorting a little closer it can be made to run 

to #65.00 per ton. Ore of less value than #30.00 per ton o oul d b e 

profitably run through the mill, and the average value per ton of the 

milling ore ought to be fran #18.00 to #24.00. 

With six men wo rking on one-man mac hine drills, and ten men work

ing on hand drills, each of eight hour shifts, or a total or 48 men in 

24 h rs. there could be produced between 30 and 40 tons of sorted ore 

ready for shipment to the smelter, which would yield a net profit of 

from #500.00 to #800.00 per day. I estimate that a working capital 

of #25,000 will be sufficient to put the property on a self-sustaining 

basis, as no so-called dead work will be required. Every foot of rock 

necessary to be blasted being ore, carrying pay values. The work of 

connecting the upper and lower levels should almost pay its own way from 

ore shipments. A n ew 100 stamp mill should be built at the mine. 
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In conclusion I should a? y that the development work on this 

property is sufficiently extensive to warrant a definite opinion as 

to its ultimate future, and from my own observations I am c ertain 

that further exploration will result in the discovery of important 

ore bodies, such as will place the property in the first rank among 

other paying mines of this fSan Juan) District. Locally it ie now 

considered one of the very best in the district. The property has 

been practically idle the past ten years, owing t o a dispute among 

the owners, which was only recently determined by the Supreme Court 

of Colorado in favor of the present owners. Investigation leads me 

to be certain that a perfect title can be delivered by the owners. 

(Signed) Gustave Grossman, 

October 4th 1911. 

Dear Sir: 

Yesterday, at your request, I made a further examination and 

inspection of the Pride o f the West Mine, Solferino, and Silver 

Fountain Groups of mining claims, with the view of again examining 

the properties, both as to surface showings and underground workings, 

and making an extensive sampling of ores, together with an socurate 

measurement of known ore bodies, and an estimate as to probable and 

possible ore bodies, that will be exposed in the development of the 

properties. Conditions are now such that I was able to go over the 

surface showings of the several veins of the groups, and also make an 

extensive examination of the mine workings. 

I hand you herewith a rough, yet accurate, sketch of the mine 

workings, which explain the work which has been done in the proper

ties, and show the positive, probable and possible ore bodies. I 

also hand you herewith assay certificates from samples taken i* the 

mine. As the result of this last examination, I am a ble to state 

with certainty that the cost of extracting the ore from the mine and 

landing the same on the mine dump, should not exceed $2.20 per ton. 
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This being exclusive of the further cost of handling the ore in 

transportation to the smelter, and the smelting of the same. The ore 

can be readily sorted into three grades, that is to say first and 

second grades of shipping ore, and milling ore. In this connection 

it is my recommendation that the milling ore be placed in a separate 

dump, and thus stored until the crude ore has netted a sufficient 

profit for the erecting of a 100 ton mill for treatment of the lower 

grade ores. 

All the properties of note in this section, while producing ship

ping ores, always have a large amount of milling ore which is 

treated in reduction plants, built for the treatment of a specific 

ore. Thile all the mine I made an examination of the power plant on 

the property, and found there are two compressors, the two capable 

of running between 10 and 12 stoping drills. My recommendation here 

is that another compressor be installed with the capacity of 20 

stoping drills. The property has its own water power amply sufficient 

for all power bills, where power is purchased from the San Juan and 

Power Oo. are on e o f the maiii items of expense in mining in this 

section. My co nclusion resulting from this last examination to be 

usea with my p revious reports on t he property, are that First, the 

positive value of the Improvements now on the property, including 

machinery installed and ready for use together with the proven and 

known ore bodies ready for extraction from the mine, is $175,000. 

In making this estimate I have been extremely careful and con

servative in a marked degree. Second, probable value of ore not fully 

proven, but indicated as almost certain to exist, and brought to light 

by further development of the property, I place at Two Hundred and 

Fifty Thousand Dollars($250,000) Meyer says this is property ore in 

sight). In this estimate I have included the low grade ores in sight. 

It may b e well to state in explanat ion that the existence of these 

ores is indicated by the present workings and the ore bodies now in 

sight. Third, possible value of ore which it  is reasonable to assume 

will be found in the further working and development of the pioperty, 
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I place at Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000). Fourth, 

Estimated total value of the mine in its present condition is Three 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000). Fifth, the property can "be 

started in active operation within two weeks time, and, from the first 

work can he done on ore of shipping grade. After the first payment 

has been made on the property I consider it  safe to say that the other 

payments can he met as they become due from the receipts from ore 

shipped from the mine, and also that there will be sufficient other 

profits from operation to enable the building of a 100 ton mill for 

treatment of milling ores. Sixth, hauling charges to the switch of 

the Oil vert on Railway and freight charges to the Durango smelter will 

not exceed $2 •75 p ar ton, and treatment charges at the smelter, on 

account of the high percentage of lead, will be very low, about 

#6.00 pa* ton. For the concentrates the charges should not exceed 

#2.25 per ton. This on account of the high percentage of iron. 

Finally I state with confidence that my l ast examination indicates and 

proves that this property, although in a state of incomplete develop

ment, will, with proper handling end management, bee one one of the great 

producers of the San Juan section. The p resent showing Is hotter than 

I have seen in any property here at a similar stage o f development. 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) Gistave Grossman, S. M. 

lote: — Since making the shove report an upraise was made connecting the 

lower tunnel with the shaft above, the upraise being 450 feet. 

Ordinarily this upraise should have been made on the vein, but as the 

vein matter is too soft to stand, it  was thought best to upraise in the 

country rock, parallel with and near the vein (10 to 20 feet from the 

vein) making the access to the vein and ore easy by means of short 

cross-cuts at intervals of 75 to 100 feet in the upraise. This is a 

double compartment upraise. 
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