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INTRODUCTION 
*********** 

The existence of Gold-Bearing sands in a field of considerable 
extent in the central portion of Routt County Colorado,and adjacent 
parts of Wyoming,has been known for a number of years ******* 

In 1901 a dredge was set up in Timberlake Gulch,10 miles south 
of Baggs Wyoming, and operated with some success for four years,but is 
now lying idle. It is said that about $ 70,000 was cleaned up during that 
time.****** A d ry washer outfit was set up in Timberlake Guloh during 
the summer of 1903. It was claimed that the machine made $ 20.00 per day 
on ground averaging 75 oents per cubic yard,when the ground was perfectly 
dry. The rainy season of that year prevented continuous work. Recent 
reports state that a ditch is being constructed from Slater Creek to carry 
water to the Iron Springs Divide,and that pipe has been purohased and 
hauled into the country. 

In 1905 a dredge was installed in the valley of Lay Creek,on the 
south side of the Iron Springs Divide. Most of the delay or failure to 
aohive immediate results has been due, it is said, to minor difficulties 
in the operation of machinery and the managemnet of the water supply.**** 

DESCRIPTION 
********* 

The territory west of the Elkhead Mountains is a broad stretch of rolling 
prairie of moderate relief and monotonous topography.Geographically it may 
be defined as a roughly triangular area lying between Little Snake and Tampa 
Rivers. These streams furnish the chief water supply of the district,although 
its eastern margin is more or less readily acoessable to their tributary 
headwaters on the westen flanks of the Elkhead Mountains# ******* 

DISTRIBUTION OF A URIFEROUS DEPOSITS 
**************************** ** 

The map a ccompanying this report is intended to outline the more val
uable ground ****** It oan be seen at a glance that these areas are distri-
duted along the drainage channels of the larger dry washes,heading from the 
Iron Springs Divide.******* 

The Blevins Dredge is now situated near the south end of the placer 
ground.#****** The dredge stands on ground 20 or 30 feet above the level 
of the stream channel# ********* 

So far as can be gathered from reports of those who have prospected the 
field, the gold-bearing gravels are distributed almost universally over all 
this territory. It is stated on reliable authority that "pay" ground is 
found even on the highest summits of the main divide,and in fact pretty 
generally over all of that high ground,it also appears, from the selection 
of the located elaims that the most promising values are found on or near 
the so-called "bars" which as stated are thought to represent former drain
age valleys. Although the sand and characteristic gravels are found in the 
bottoms of the present streams,it seems probable that these materials are 
only reworking8 from the higher deposits#***** 

BED ROCK A ND DI STRIBUTION OF PAY S TREAKS 
$ * * * * * * * * * # * * * * * * * * * 

No clearly defined bed rook oan be traced from place to place among 



the prospects that shew pay dirt. In places it is pointed out to be a 
coarse white sand,while the overlying pay dirt is composed of similiar 
though more olayey material,the latter probably constituting the true 
bed rock which has served for the retention of the gold#*********** 
Evidence seems to indicate that the agency which has served to retain the 
gold, is the clay, which either occurs in the form of well-defined beds 
or mixed in certain layers of the gravel. The olay readily separates in 
water ,however,and does not interfere with the recovery of the gold in 
washing.************* any project for the recovery of the gold will prob
ably have to consider the handling of praotioally the whole of the mater
ial from top to bottom,in as much as the values seem as likely to be found 
at the grass roots as they are to occur at any definite horizon lower down. 

CHARACTER OF THE GOLD 
**** *********** 

The gold from this ground is said to be very pure,ranging from 885 
to 936 in fineness,and bringing between $ 19 and # 20 an ounce. It is of 
very fine grain,in small,well rounded nuggets which are estimated to 
average 1,000 to the cent. On magnification, the grains are seen to be 
well worn and of a rounded or nugget form rather than in flakes.******** 

The final concentrates that remain with the gold are notably free 
from the heavy blaok minerals, such as magnetite,ilmenite,eot., In some 
small samples that were obtained by panning,these dark constituents 
formed scarcely a third of the concentrates,the remainder,being made up 
largely of garnet and a number of clear colorless minerals. Among the 
latter were noted many small,perfectly formed crystals of zircon. ******* 

PROSPECTS AND DEVELOPMENT 
J****# ******** ** 

In 1905 a dredge was installed just above Jack Rabbit Spring,and in 
September of that year started operation on what is known as the Blevins 
Property. This dredge has been worked intermittently sinoe that date.***** 
August 1907 ******* An a rea of approximately 10 acres has been worked over. 
The season is said to last from April 1 to about the middle of Ootober****** 
************** ****** 

The gravel bar at the dredge is lew, probably 20 or 30 .feet above the level 
of the stream channel.The pay gravel is composed almost entirely of a loose 
white sand with very little coarser material. Apparently no special effort 
has been made to reaoh bed rook in the dredging ground,the digging having 
reached,as estimated,only five or six feet below the top of the ground.****** 
Above or north of the Blevins Dredge the most important group of claims in 
the field south of the Iron Springs Divide lies near what is known as the 
Iron Springs Bar ************ 
In Sec. 14 T.9 N. ,R«93 W® a small spring marks the site of seme past 
development work.******* * washed the narrow gulch bottom with a sluice 
using water from the spring. ********** 

VALUE OF THE GROUND 
************** 

It may be assumed that the site selected for the operation of the 
dredge is as favorable a locality as any other in the fie Id .Estimates mde 
by one of the interested parties placed the value of the ground already 
worked over,as from .25 cents to several dollars per cubic yard.It was*said 



on the same authority that the dredge was then standing on ground that 
would yield f 2.40 per oubio yard. 

A series of tests were conducted by Mr. Wallihan on material 
obtained near the Iron Springs Bar,but are hardly complete enough to be 
considered thoroughly representative of the field. Test pans were taken from 
various prospeote in that vioinity. The pits themselves have been dug more 
or less at random over the placer ground. They vary somewhat in size,at 
least one of them reaching a depth of 15 feet or more. 

The sample taken in eaoh oase was a striken pan containing 20 
pounds of dry material. This was then panned,all of the blaek sands and 
the gold being saved and the concentrates being sent to Denver for assay. 
The following results have been calculated from the returns of these 
assays on the assumption that one yard of gravel will weigh 1§ tons .A 
set of twelve suoh assays showed a range in value from 1.6 to 63.7 
cents per cubic yard. The average amount of black sand was found by the 
same tests to be 1 ton in 368 tons of material. 

It is thought, however,that the samples taken for testing were 
not in every case representative of an average of the whold thickness 
exposed in the pit.************** 
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