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A PRELIMINARY REPORT 
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THE ELK RIVER PROJECT 

ROUTT COUNTY COLORADO 

1HTP.0DUCTI01: 

This project involves taking the water of F.Ik River 

across a low aivide into Slater Creek, where it will "be stored 

in two large reservoirs in Slater Park. Then the combined 

waters of Elk River and Slater Creek will be carried over 

another low divide onto the broad fertile mesas north of Craig 

and "aybell, Routt County, Colorado. The canal is known as 

the Pilot Snob Canal. 

The surveyors who have, run the final line have not as 

yet finished their map making, nor have I as yet had an oppor

tunity of going over the final line. I understand, however, 

that the line is remarkably easy of construction, that, in fact 

it follows the line of an old placer ditch through all the rougher 

country. 

DRAINAGE AREAS AND WATER RIGHTS: 

The ditch will get all of the head waters of the Elk 

River. There are only a few users of water on the Elk and there 
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will be an abundance of water arising below the ditch line to 

take care of all prior rights. The preliminary filing of the 

Pilot Knob canal was accepted by the State Engineer on August 

22nd, 1908, confirming the appropriation of 10,000 cubic feet of 

water per second of time with priority of June 25th, 1908. An 

amended preliminary filing was made on February 9th, 1910, changing 

the intake and making a special claim on Willow Creek. Subse

quent filings cover Slater Creek and two reservoirs in Slater 

Park. I have not as yet received copies of these filings and 

know nothing of their exact claims. 

Briefly, however, it may be said that this project has 

the prior claim to the headwaters of the Elk River at its intakes 

and is entitled to a substantial amount of water from Slater 
* 

Creek. Slater Creek has some prior claimants but practically 

all its flood and winter flow go to waste and is appropriated 

by this project. 

From a map submitted by Mr. F. 1. Jameson, I find that 

the drainage area above the intakes on the headwaters of the. Elk 

is 119.1 square miles while the drainage area on the Slater Creek 

catchement is 98.4 square miles. The United States Government 

measurements on the Elk River show that it flows about 429,.300 

acre feet yearly. (See table in Appendix) These measurements 

were, however, taken at Trull, which is some distance below the 

intakes of the Pilot Knob Canal. The drainage area above 

Trull is 450 square miles. The drainage area above the Pilot 
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Xnob Canal (Jameson map), is 119.1 square miles. The drainage 

area above the canal is, however, by for the wetter part of the 

whole basin, being the high continental divide where the precipi

tation is very great, and the slopes precipitous. 

Much of the 450 square miles is flat prairie land and 

some of it is irrigated lands, so I think it not unfair to say-

that the area above the Pilot Knob Canal will discharge 50$ more 

water than the average. On this basis the canal could get 

170,646 acre feet yearly from the Elk. Assuming that the 

Slater Creek basin above the canal will discharge as much water 

per square mile as the Elk basin above Trull, we would have a 

total flow on Slater Creek of 93,496 acre feet of water. Of 

this amount it is probable that 50,000 acre feet of water could 

be diverted to the uses of the Pilot Knob Pitch. The total 

supply would then be 220,646 acre feet of water. 

THE MPS: 

The territory to be irrigated by this project consists 

of beautiful mesa lands, having for the most part a southerly 

slope. The soil is deep, fertile and rich. The climate is 

extremely favorable to large yields of all crops customarily 

grown in this locality, such as wheat, oats, potatoes, sugar, beets, 

field peas, barley, etc. etc. 
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SUMMAEY; 

This project is exceptional in its "bountiful water supply, 

its fertile lands, and, I am informed "by our field man, the con

struction costs will "be very small indeed considering the very 

large amount of land to he watered. 

A P O O I L  -

U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY MEASUREMENTS 01 THE ELK 

RIVER AT TRULL, ROUTT COUNTY, COLORADO. 

Acre ft. Acre ft. estimated 
Period measured. Year. The period, "by G. J. B. for year, 

May 2 to Oct. 31, 1904 293,600 372,600 

May 7 to Sept. 9, 1905 279,800 378,400 

May 1 to Aug. 16, 1906 386,000 536,900 

Average, - 429,300 



THIS DEED, made this day of , in 

the year of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten, between 

George J. Bancroft of the City and County of Denver, State of 

Colorado, of the first part, and Wm. L. Jameson of the City and 

County of Denver, State of Colorado, of the second part. 

WITNESSETH: 

That said party of the first part for and in consider

ation of the sum of ten (flO.OO) Dollars and other good and valu

able considerations to the said party of the first part in hand 

paid by the said party of the second part, the receipt whereof 

is hereby confessed and acknowledged, has remised, released, sold, 

conveyed, quit-claimed arid assigned, and by these presents does 

remise, release, sell, convey, quit-claim and assign unto the 

said party of the second part, ir,a sucoessors and assigns forever 

all right, title, interest, claim and demand which the said party 

of the first part has in and to the following described water 

filings and water rights, ditohes and rights of way for ditches 

and all rights connected therewith or appertaining thereto known 

and described as follows, to wit: A certain ditch known as the 

Pilot Knob Ditch; the size of said ditch to he approximately 25 

feet deep, 110 feet wide on top, and 90 feet wide on bottom, 

and the grade of said ditch to be approximately I foot per thou

sand feet, with a carrying capacity of 10,000 second feet of 

water; the length of said ditch is to he 100 miles. The to 

be diverted by said ditch from Elk River to be diverted at the 

headgate, from which the northwest corner of section 14, township 

9 north, range 85 west of the 6th P.M. , bears approximately west 

1500 feet, and the water to be diverted from said stream to be 

to be 10,000 cubic feet per second of time. The line of said ditch 

to he in a general western direction, north of and following the 



course of the Bear or Yampa Bivar. The houagate of and general 

course of said ditch will be found more particularly described 

by reference to preliminary map of The Pilot Knob Ditch, Boutt 

County, Colorado. Water Districts So. 57, 55 and 44, Irrigation 

Division So. 5, accepted for filing and filed on the twenty-sec 

ond day of August, 1908, with the State Engineer, at the Stat# 

House, Denver, Colorado. The water thus appropriated to be used 

for domestic, irrigation, and power purposes. The lands to he 

irrigated consist of 400,000 acres, lying between The Pilot 

Knob Ditch, and the Bear or Yampa Biver. 

i0 HAVE AND TO HOLD the same, together with all and 

singular, the appurtenances and privileges thereto belonging or 

in any wise thereto appertaining, and all the ©state, right, 

title, interest and claim whatsoever of the said party of the 

first part, either in law or equity, to the only proper use, 

benefit and behoof of the said party of the second part, its 

successors and assigns forever. 

IN ft 11 NESS WRSBSQ.F said party of the first part has 

hereunto set his hand and. seal the day and year first above 

written 




