
Preliminary report on the Washburn-Elser group of Lode Mining Claims.
La Plata Mining District, Chafee County, Colorado.

**************************************SUMMARY:This preliminary report is made for the purpose of showing and ex-
plaining the conditions with reference to the Molybdenum Prospect as
found on the lode mining ground of N. Washburn and William Elser.

As a result of this study, I believe that the property in question
has vast possibilities as a producer of Molyb~eni~e and that it is
worthy of extensive development.

In addition to the Molybdenite possibilities of this property,
it has possibilities as a gold producer. For a more detailed report
of the gold prospects on this property reference is made to the report
of John H. Marks, Mining Engineer.

***********************************
LOCATION:

The property is located in the La Plata Mining District, Chaffee
County, Colorado: 15 miles from Granite, Colorado, which is the
nearest shipping point on the Denver and Rio Grande Western RR.
TOPOGRAPHY:

The claims are situated two miles from Winfield, Colorado on the
north slope of Middle Mountain, which rises about 2000 feet above the
valley or to an elevation of about 12,000 feet above sea level.
Middle Mountain is composed chiefly of quartz and porphyry, except
on the western and where the granite of the original formation still
lays after being lifted by the formation of the present mountain.
Drainage is toward the east through Clear Creek and thence into the
Arkansas River.
QUALITY:

Analysis of a group of 15 samples taken from veins and outcroppings
are as follows. (numbered positions on map)
2-- 3.40%L'!OS2
3-- 9.67
4-- 9.59
5-- 5.406-- 7.74

9--
10--
11--
12--
13--

1.10%8.72
10.90
7.74
6.02

17-- 1.07 %
5.16
1.29
5.59
0.56

If a composite sample should be made of the above the result would
show 8.73% but as these samples were taken from different points a
result of this kind should not ue seriously considered.
Refering again to the numbered positions on the map.
Position No. 1-- An open cut three feet deep showing a vein 16 inches

wide. Strike SW and NE.



Position No. 2-- Tunnel driven into the mountain 16 feet following a
vein in a SW direction. The vein is sixteen inches
wide and on the west wall of the tunnel this vein is
a very wide quartz dike which funs from near the
foot of the hill over the top and having a width
of possibly 30 feet.

Position No. 4-- Open cut 6 feet deep cutting a 15" vein.
Position No. 5-- Open cut showing a vein 4" wide.
Position No. 6-- Outcrop in place showing a vein 4" wide to 2t' wide

strike E and W.
Position No. 7-- Outcrop in place.
Position No. 8-- Outcrop in place.
Position No. 9-- Vein B" wide. Strike NW and SE.
Position No.lO-- Open cut 3' deep showing a vein 7" wide. This vein

is traceable on the surface for over 30 feet.
Position No.ll-- Open cut 6' deep showing a vein 12" wide.
Position No.12-- Outcrop in place.
Position No.13-- Outcrop in Place.
Position No.14-- Outcrop in place in ridge showing several intersecting

veins.
Position No.15-- Outcrop in place in ridge.
Position No.16-- Tunnel about 25' into the hill in a westerly direction.

The vein is in the roof of the tunnel and about 12"
wide. As this tunnel is filled With water exploration
and sampling were impossible.

Position No.17-- Open cut shOWing vein. Strike E. and W.
Positions 18--19--20 and 21-- Groupe of para]el veins on a ridge of

the mountain. The entire area enclosing
this group of veins is ribbed With
narrow stringers of quartz carrying
molybdenite through a porphyry dike.

10" wide
12" wide
50' wide
6" wide

Vein
Vein
Vein
Vein

18--
19--
20--
21--



Q,UANTITY.No estimate of quantity can be given as development work has not
progressed sufficiently. It is highly probable, however, that
the entire unaerlying area of claims 7-6-1-10-15-8-5-2-11-14-16-
17-18-19-20 and 21 are and is a continusous deposit of Molybdenite.

From surface indications the molybdenite does not extend into the
granite on the west side of the group. In other places surface wash
precluded exploration to any marked degree. It should be noted, that
all veins can be definately traced untill they become covered with sur-
face wash.

402 Bank Block
Denver, Colorado
Octover 3, 1932

Signed
Respectfully sUbmitted,
P. R. Kalischer



The above excerpts are from the "Molybdenum Deposits of Colorado"
published by the Colorado Geological Survey, BUlletin, 14, 1919.
The author of the above bulletin, P. G. Worcester, states further
that in some of the mines in this district tunnels driven into the
mountain have cut molybdenum veins at a depth of more than 1200 ft.
from the surface, and in one mine the operators drifted along amolybdenite vein for about 1200 feet.
At this depth, about 1000 feet below the surface, the veins appearto widen out, one being over 19 feet in width.
In so far as conditions in the case of the mine mentioned above are
very much the same, from surface indications, as the conditions
found on the Washburn-Elser Group, it is reasonable to suppose that
underground conditions will be somewhat similiar based on such an
assumption, there are indications of an enormous deposit of moly-bdenite in Middle Mountain.

**********************

The following assays were made of material taken from different parts
of the property with the intention of sampling it for commercialproduction and not as merely test samples.
The tests were made for the percent MoS2.82

1.43
11.30
.56
.53

4.69
6.59
5.63
6.11
.48

11.93
2.78
1.11 Average ~.23%

These samples were mostly taken from the east side of the claims.
The gold valueswsre not determined.



APPENDIX "A"
***************

In the Winfield District only a little development has been done,
but there are several deposits of molybdenite worthy of further
development. Winfield is an 01, almost deserted mining camp sit-
uated at tbe forks of Clear Creek, about 14 miles west of Granite
Which is the nearest town on the railroad. There is a fairly good
automobile road all the way from Granite. Clear Creek furnishes
an amount of water sufficient for extensive mining and milling
operations. There is also a large amount of timber close at hand.
The topography, is mountainous and rel~ef is high. Altogether
environment is entirely favorable for mining and milling, prOVided
that further prospecting proves the existance of ore bodies of
sufficient size and value. There are two regions in this district
where there are very good surface indications of molybdenite.
These are the mountains immediately east and west of the south fork
of Clear Creek within two miles of Winfield.

Nortb Point and Eastern Star Claims.
" (same as W.B.Ho.20 and 21)
These claims are owned by R. T. Mathews of Granite. They lie on the
ridge which extends east from Virginia Peak, between Fortune Basin
and the North branch of Clear Creek, both are 600 X 1500 foot claims.
They trend northeast and southwest and lie side by side. The slopes
of both to the north and the south are steep. The elevation at about
the center of the ridge is 12,200'.
Coarse gray biotite granite is the only country rock in tbe region.
It is cut on this ridge by no less than 14 quartz veins the smallest
of which is 6", the largest about 2' in width. All of the veins
run nearly north and south, and are practically vertical. Four of
them, each about one foot wide lie close together and show some very
good looking float. Samples broken from surface outcrops assayed
1.22% MOS2' The average molybdenite content of the four veins is
estimated to be not less than 1% tol.5%. There is some pyrite and
a little molybdite With the molybdenite, but no copper. This property
is Wholly undeveloped. The opportunities for tunneling at a consid-
erable depth are very good and it is believed that the ground shouldbe thoroughly prospected."
"Messers. Horace Hopkins of Greely, W. B. Brooks of Leadville and
Philip S. Smith of Denver have located a group of 13 claims just
northwest of the ~-1athews ground."
Several veins outcrop on this ground. The country rock and the
occurance of ore are the same as just described except that the ore
does not seem to be so high grade in these veins as in the Mathews
ground. Since there has been no work done on this ground one cannot,
With assurance, predict what the values will be. As in the case of the
Mathews claims, there are good tunnel sites on the claims, and pros-
pecting would be easy and should be done."
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