
A report on the Snow is"'lake Mine located 

in The Red Mountain Mining district in 

Ouray County, Colorado. 

The object of this report is to introduce the 

Snow Flake Mine and give a "brief description of the mine 

at present, ana the necessities for further development 

and the possibilities of future production. 

The Snow F lake Mine is located twelve miles (12) 

Northwest of ^ilverton, and twelve miles (12) Southeast of 

Ouray, Colorado, on The Silverton Northern Railroad, running 

from ^ilverton to or near Ironton, in Ouray,County, Colorado. 

Is about fifteen hundred feet (1500) from the old town of 

Red Mountain, and one hundred feet (100) from the main track 

of The Silverton Northern Railroad. 

The Snow F lake property consists of three claims. 

The Snow F lake and Peru are patented claims, and the North 

end l ines of these claims join the South side line of the 

National Bell Claim. The Emma claim belonging to the group 

is an unpatented claim, joining the side line of the Snow 

Flake and running in a Southwesterly direction. 

The Snow Flake and Peru claims have about twenty 

thousand feet (20,000) of Spruce timber on them, ample for 

several years mining operation. However, the timber has been 

burnt off of the Emma claim. 

The workings of this property consist of a shaft,  

which is located about the center of the Snow * lake claim, 

one hundred feet (100) East of the Silverton Northern Railroad. 

The shaft is a four and one-half by nine feet (4-g- X 9) ;  two 

compartment, vertical shaft,  and is at present one hundred and 

fifteen'feet (115) deep. I t  is sunk in the middle of a 



Blow-out or chimney, which is about fifteen feet (15) high 

and about forty feet (40) in diameter at the surface. 

There are two levels, f ifty (50) and eighty (80) feet 

from the collar of the shaft.  At the fifty (50) foot level 

there is a drift  running wouth thirty-five (35) feet and one 

running West about twenty-five (25) feet.  These drifts did 

not cut through the hard casing of sil icified andesite which 

encases the ore chimneys in this district.  There was taken out 

and shipped from these two drifts about forty (40) tons of ore. 

This ore occured in small stringers, and in boulder form. The 

ore here was hnargite carrying seven per cent (7 i) of copper 

and eight (8) ounces of bilver. 

At the eighty (80) foot level there is a drift  running 

"•est thirty-five (35) feet and one running North forty (40) 

feet.  These drifts did not cut through the silicified caseing, 

and at this level there was mined and shipped about one hundred 

(100) tons of ore. This ore was sti l l  ^nargite and ninety (90) 

tons of i t  averaged nine per cent (9%) of copper and eleven (11) 

ounces of Silver, and ten (10) tons, hand assorted from a small 

stope at the end of the forty (40) foot drift  ran fifteen (15$) 

of copper and sixteen (16) ounces of "-liver. This ore also 

occured In small stringers and in boulder form. 

In sinking the shaft to a depth of one hundred and ten feet 

(110) there was about seventy-five (75) tons of ore assorted and 

shipped, but I  have no record of the value of the ore shipped 

from the shaft.  

At the depth of 110 feet the shaft was sunk through the 

silicified caseing, and about five feet (5) into Porphyry, or 

vein fi ll ing, which at this depth of 115 feet shows that the 

Porphyry has been replaced by the minerals, and in the —ast end 
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of the shaft at this point,  there is now solid ore and there is 

every indication (Judging from what I  have seen and known to 

occur in eight other Blow-outs or chimneys of the Red Mountain 

Mining District,  which are exactly of the same character and 

formations as the know B lake chimney) that the present Bottom 

of the shaft is on top of a large solid Body of ore in 

chimney form. 

Samples of ore that I  have taken from the present 

"bottom of the shaft assays 18$ copper and 18 ounces of silver. 

IDhe ore at this depth is stil l  Bnargite, but shows some 

Born.it  e.  

It  will be seen from the foregoing assays that the 

values of the ore have more than doubled in value from the 

fifty foot (50) level to the present bottom of shaft or one 

hundred and fifteen feet (115), and I  do not hesitate to say 
f r  

that i t  is.my opinion that with sinking this shaft one hundred 

(100) feet deeper that the values will be at least doubled 

from the present values, and that the ore chimney will have 

made a solid body of ore within the caseing. Careful examin

ation of the ore from the surface to the bottom of the shaft 

shows a secondary enrichment, and it  can be expected that this 

ore will merge into very rich Somite and Stromeyerite as was 

the fact proven in the Yankee Oirl;  Robinson and Ouston Mines 

of this district having Blow-outs or chimneys of the same 

character as the ^now B lake. 

I  have mentioned above, having examined eight other 

Blow-outs in this district,  and I must say that they are a 

credit to any mining district,  there not being a single one 

failing to produce and pay dividends, rhey are the Bay Lascer, 
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Silver Bell ,  ^ueton, Inson, Yankee ^irl ,  national -Bell ,  

Congress and St.  Paul Mines, al l  of the Bed Mountain Mining 

District  and their ore bodies being in chimney form. 

She following is the production of some of the above 

mines taken from the United States Bulletin Geological Survey 

ho. 182. 

Yankee Girl ,  Production in G0 ld and b i iYer from the 

years 1885 to 1892 equals $3,787,994.00. 

Guston, Production from 1883 to 1895 in Gold and silver 

equals $3,695,798.00. 

national -Sell ,  Production from 1885 to 1891 in ^old and 

Silver equals $285,311.00. 

Congress Mine, Production from 1881 to 1883 in ^old 

and ^ilver,  equals $241,000.00. 

Ehe United States Geological Purvey Bullet in Ho. 182 

does not give the production of the Robinson, PayMaster,  si lver 

Bell ,  and St.  Paul,  and the production given in the U. S. G. S.  

Bulletin does not include the value of the copper contained in 

the ores.  

I  regret that I  do not know the actual production of the 

Bob ins on, Pay Master,  Silver Bell  and St.  Paul,  but i t  is  a fact 

that each of them produced extremely rich ores in sufficient 

quantit ies to pay big dividends, and my reason for mentioning 

these mines and their production in this report is  to show that 

the Snow -Make ore chimney should produce the same character,  

value and quantity of ore that these mines have since the 

formations of the Blow-outs,  ore deposits and secondary 

enrichments are the same. 

dher© is at  present,  on the ^now Blake property, a 

shaft house about twenty-four by severity feet (24 X 70) which 



covers the shaft, also a double cylinder friction drive 

four foot drum hoist, A fifty horse power return tublar 

toiler. I'our hundred feet of 3/4 inch cahle. One 800 ITd. 

capacity bucket, one mine car. 

I would suggest that before any further development 

is undertaken at this mine that the following machinery should 

be installed: One air compressor of about 150 cubic feet 

capacity; one thirty horse power steam engine to drive 

compressor; two late type Jackhammers complete, with full sets 

of steel; one double action two inch discharge sinking pump 

complete. Ihere is a two and one-half inch and a one and one-

half inch pipe line into the bottom of the shaft, for steam line 

and water discharge. -'-his shaft makes at present about ten 

gallons of water per minute. 

The power developed here has been from coal and steam, 

but The Western Colorado Power Company's Power lines pass within 

three hundred feet of the shaft, which Company would furnish 

power at any time that it would become necessary to use same 

or that it would be more economical. 

At present a portion of the roof of the shaft house 

has caved in from heavy snows ana same would have to be repaired. 

It requires about three hundred and fifty feet (350) 

of side track to reach from the main line of the silverton 

Northern Railroad to the shaft house or boiler room. This side 

track if put in would simplify the handling of coal and ore, 

since heretofore the railroad company has been kind enough to 

spot cars on their main line opposite the shaft for loading and 

unloading. xhis is not entirely satisfactory since the coal 

and ore must be handled a distance of about one hundred xeet 

(100). 
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i'he elevation at this mine is about ten thousand 

feet (10,000). t 'here is no snow slides near and the State 

Highway from Suverton to Ouray, Colorado, runs within three 

hundred feet (500) of the mine and this highway is kept open 

all  winter, being the United ^ates Mail Eoute from ^ilverton 

t  o Ouray. 

Respectfully submitted, 

f̂// 


