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A Brief General Report on the Red Elephant Mines,
Lawson, Colorado.

The Red Elephant group consists of 44 patented mining claims,
4 mill sites, 11 locations not patented, and undivided fractional
interests in 12 other patented claims. In the group are the
following mines which have been good producers: 1. Boulder Nest.
2. Free America. 3.Free America Extension. 4. White and White
Extension. 5. Tabor. 6. St. James.

The early history of the mines to January 1879 is described
in Fossett's "Tourists Guide to Colorado", pages 382 to 385.
From 1879 to 1889 the mines were steady producers but closed down
in 1889.

The production of the Boulder Nest, Free America, Free America
Ext., White and White Extension may be safely considered $1,500,000,
but none of the old records can be obtained. The Tabor has produced
about $70,000. Other claims have produced smaller amounts.

The old workings consist roughly of the following: Schwartz
Shaft, 700 feet deep, 13 levels; Boulder Nest, Shaft 500 feet, 8
levels; Free America, Shaft 550 feet, 8 levels; Free America
Extension, Shaft 350 feet, 4 levels. The various levels range from
100 to 1000 feet in length. No accurate maps of the old workings
can be obtained. ~he Tabor Shaft is 230 feet deep and has three
levels. Numerous other shafts to depths of 200 feet and less, also
several adits a few hundred feet in length.

In 1900 the Commodore Tunnel was started at the railroad tracks
at Lawson and has been driven a distance of 3500 feet into Red
Elephant Mountain, cutting the veins at depths varying from 400 to
1000 feet. The tunnel is connected with the thirteenth level of
the Schwartz Shaft byan upraise 160 feet in height. Very little
development work has been done on any of the veins cut in the tunnel.

The Commodore Tunnel is equipped as follows: Air Compressor,
Rand Imperial, Type 10, Cross Compound Steam and Air, Capacity
1050 cu.ft. Air per min. Boiler 135 HP. Air Receiver and 3500 feet
of 4 inch main pipe. Feed Water Heater and two pumps for Boiler
Feed and Fire protection. Track in tunnel of 30 lb. rail. Ten
Tunnel Cars. Four Rand Air Drills and Steel for same. Blacksmith
Tools and sundry small tools and equipment usual to mining opera-
tions. Buildings-- Compressor Building, Blacksmith Shop, Timber
Framing Room, Change Room, Powder Magazine for carload lot, cut in
granite, Powder Warming House, Oil House, Two 5 room Dwellings,
Barn for mules and hap.
. The above equipment, exclusive of the bUildings, cost roughly
$15,000.00.

Besides the prospective calus of the veins intersected by the
Commodore Tunnel the old workings contain several hundred thousand
tons of stope filling affording a large amount of concentrating
material which could not be handled at a profit when the mines were
worked. Dumps on the surface aggregate about 100,000 tons which
could be concentrated at a profit with the proper equipment.



RED ELEPHANT MINES. 1879.

Red Elephant 'Mountain is six miles northeast of Georgetown
and about eight miles from Idaho Springs. It rises abruptly on
the north side of South Clear Creek Valley. Although the Young
America silver lode was located there long ago, no conception of
the hidden wealth of the mountain was entertained by the old-time
Georgetown miners or travelers. A veteran prospector named D.E.
DUlany lived in that locality, and the presence of rich float ore
among the slide and granite led him to hunt for silver veins long
after less persistent men would have abandoned all hopes of success,
which he called the Free America or Purchase. Reports of mill runs
quickly brought in an army of prospectors from Georgetown and
Central. Dulany soon sold to General J. I. Gilbert and W.H. Moore
for $25,000, and the latter sold to Joseph Reynolds of Chicago.
Other discoveries were made and the town of Lawson was built, and
the next summer the Colorado Central Railway was extended from Floyd
Hill to Georgetown, passing close by Red Elephant, and within a
half mile of its mines. Since then the district has been a very
prosperous ons.

The Free America was paying handsomely in the following spring
and summer. When the location was made there had not been work
enough done to determine the course of the vein, and the consequencs
was that only a part of it was secured. The remainder fell to
the Free America Extension on the east, and the Boulder Nest on
the west. The White, an equally important discovery, unites with
the Boulder Nest or is the same vein.

The Free America has five levels from the main shaft, the
lower one just started being 430 feet below the surface. There
is a small vein of solid ore in the lower workings, and there are
large pockets and ore-bodies at various places from the surface
down. A crosscut driven on the second level for a distance of
thirty-six feet encountered no walls. The latest work done showed
an increase of ore, indicating as good a body near by as in the
upper levels. The yield of the Free America is said to have been
$100,000. in 1877, and the receipts for ore sales about $60,000 in
1878.

Few mines in the country can show as fine a record for pro-
duction and profit as the Boulder Nest in the twenty months since
work fairly began upon it. Dubois Tooker, Walter Clark and A.Fellows
leased a portion of it for one year, and began work in May 1877.
They did not get their shaft down to ore until some months later.
Up to January 1878, and mainly in three months, the actual yield
was $116,133. currency value, or nearly $110,000 coin. This came
from 718-1/2 tons of ore, averaging $137.50 and 391 tons that
average 37-1/2 ounces of silver per ton - the last sold at concen-
trating works.

In six months ending April 30, 1878 the Tooker leased ground
yielded 2,192 tons of ore that sold for $125,151. The average
amount received per ton for all ore, high and low grades, was $57.60.
The expenses averaged about thirty percent of the receipts. The
receipts for the month of December were $35,721, and for March
$31,376. and the expenses for the latter month were $9,376. Up to
May I, 1878 the lessees cleared about $72,000. The owners'royalty
was about $27,000.
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The actual yield of silver of the Boulder Nest Mine for the
year 1878 must have exceeded $230,000 for the receipts from sales
of ore were $157,000. The receipts from time ot discovery to
December 1, 1878 were $214,376.17. The mine may have yielded
$400,000 worth of silver to date.

The entire mine averages about 250 ounces of silver per ton
for first class, from 100 to 150 for second, and from 30 to 40
ounces for third class. The latter is the most plentiful. So
far only the eastern part of the lode has paid. -

The White lode enters the Boulder Nest location and lode from
the southeast. It has a breadth between granite walls of from
twenty-two to twenty-s~x feet, with varying seams and bodies of
ore, but extensive enough wherever opened to insure a heavy pro-
duction. Several shafts have been sunk and an adit driven, and
what is especially noticable is the length of ore vein, as proved
by these explorations in a distance of 1500 feet. While very
much profitable ground has been developed, but little has been
worked out, thus leaving all the greater possibilities for present
production.

Shafts are being sunk and connecting levels extended, and an
adit 520 feet long has been driven in on the vein, the last 80
feet in rich ore. This gains a great deal of depth as it enters
the mountain, and leaves a large amount of stoping ground above.
By the time this adit has reached the Boulder Nest location, the
breast of it will be hundreds of feet below the surface . Ore is
being raised from three shafts, but the westernmost, called the
Steyens, shows the best. Eighteen miners are at work there,
and the ore vein is from eight to thirty inches thick in shaft,
tents and stopes. In two weeks of June the Phillips lease,
further east, gave four men 11-1/4 tons selling for $3,869, and
yielding $6,100. -- 21/2 tons containing $2,670.

The White was operated but a short time after discovery before
litigation set in and work was enjoined. Last Fall matters were
amicably settled and mining began again. For sometime the monthly
yield has been from $8000 to $13,000, and the profits from $4,000
to $6,000 per month. The total yield has exceeded $100,000, main-
ly obtained in the past eight months, and in work of development.
This is a splendid showing for what might be termed a commencement.
The recent report of a well known expert estimates the future pro-
fits of this mine at ten thousand dollars a month. White ore
averages $80. to $350. per ton.

The Free American Extension has yielded very rich ore in the
main shaft sunk, but the owners, Messrs Weston, Moore and Gilbert,
have been so busily engaged in mining near by and in localities all
over the county that development has not been pushed rapidly. In
sinking 140 feet and drifting 40 feet, $28,000 were obtained. Two
men mined ore in one day that yielded $1,000.

Recently Messrs Moore and Weston have organized the Red .
Elephant Consolidated Mining Company on the 3,000 feet of the Wh1te,
and the 1500 feet of the Free America Extension -- all patented
ground. This embraces the larger part of the two main,veins of
the mountain. The capital steck of the company is a m1llion and
a half in ten dollar shares, and the incorporators are Clark Bell,
eX-Sen~tor A. McDonald, John H. Weston, Augustus Healy, William H.
Moore and J.W. Bigelow.
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The White, Boulder Nest, and Free America have pretty much
the same characteristics and grades of ore. The pitch of the
veins is northward. The direction of the White is northwesterly
and southeasterly, and that of the others -- one vein -- is north
seventy degrees east magnetic. The enclosing rock is granite.

These lodes, inoluding four locations but only two veins,
which unite as above stated, have yielded over $700,000 altogether,
of which the Boulder Nest gave probably $400,000. The yield of
the Free America and the Boulder Nest combined, in seventeen
months ending March I, 1879 was $508,980. currency or an average
of 144-1/8 tons of ore and $29,940. monthly. The average cost ~
mining and getting each ton of ore on the cars at Lawson is given
at $28. The average yield per month of the Free America, for
the same seventeen months, is given at 51-4/5 tons, averaging
150 ounces of silver per ton. There are some other lodes on Red
Elephant, among which the Dexter and Lulu have been producing are.

Above from Fossett's book on Colorado, page 582 to 385,
written in 1879.



SHIPMENTS OF ORE FROM THE RED ELEPHANT MINES.

Date of Numbers Weight in Pounds Assay Returns
Shipment. Mine Mil!_2~_ Gro~~Moi!t. ~et. Sil!~Oz. Lead ~.
Apr. 17,1909, 5 1 10850 1 10740 195.00 20.
June 8, 6 17500 1 17320 194.00 20.
July 20, 7 38900 1 38900 111.50 18.4
Sept. 9 8 28100 1 27820 64. 11.70
Oct. 15 9 21870 1 21650 202. 20.
Dec. 2 11 18880 1 18610 188.10 14.

12 5500 1 5440 129.50 6.
June 7 1910, 13 27880 1 27600 73.70 22.3,
July 12, 15 24960 1 24710 49.50 24.

12 16 9100 1 9010 51.00 10.7
Sept.12, 18 24500 1 24250 38.00 17.5

26 19 2448 1 2424 113.00 19.
Dec. 18, 20 50130 1 49630 20.
Nov. 8 21 15000 1 14850 108.20 24.90
Jan. 11, 1911, 22 13400 1 15270 105.50 15.50
Aug. 50, 24 2850 1 2820 178.00 50.
Sept.15, 25 5750 1 5690 126.50 10.50
Oct. 12, 26 8115 1 8052 157.00 12.50
Nov. 18, 27 6650 1 6580 90.00 20.60
Dec. 8, 29 12200 2 11960 65.50 17.30
" 21 30 5500 2 5500 46.00 14.80

Jan. 17, 1912, 51 12250 2 12200 50.00 13.00
Feb. 5, 32 5500 5390 46.00 14.80

" 15, 33 4400 4310 56.00 11.50
May 13, 34 4800 4680 50.00 14.50

1 35 3250 5220 66.00 19.50
Jan. 3, 1915 36 2550 2520 41.00 3.00

" 2200 2140 65.00
" 1600 1640 69.20 17.70

830 820 26.60 21.00

------



On Ore. Silver Treatment Total (let. Total 'Net
Iron Silica Zinc ~otation PerTon Per Ton Amount=

12 51-3/8 8.50 93.28 500.91
11 10.00 93.22 807.28
12 51 7.50 53.88 1037.19
7 51-1/2 8.50 27.38 388.85
8 50-3/4 4.50 101.49 1098.62
9 51 9.50 85.70 797.43

9.00 53:74 146.17
.05 8 53-1/2 4.50 43.48 600.02
.05 10 54-3/8 4.50 32.42 400.54
.05 9 54-3/8 8.50 22.97 103.47

11 52-7/8 7.00 19.26 233.52
5 7.50 57.86 70.12

67. 56-3/8 4.00 6.71 166.50
11 56 5.00 63.27 469.77
11 54-3/4 10.00 50.28 333.60
6 52-1/4 4.00 98.15 138.39
4 52-1/4 8.50 58.49 166.40

Gold 8 52-5/8 8.50 64.67 $7458 •.,g
.08 56-1/8 4.50 53.66

3 55-3/8 6.50 34.00 203.32
4 58-5/8 8.50 23.17 141.33
6.5 56.00 8.50 143
7.50 59-5/8 60.47

60-5/8 58.57
61-1/4 59.36
" " 66.04
63-1/2 23.94
63-1/2 31.19
63-1/2 79.03

7.02

_.-._---------.-_.-._----------~~----------------


