
How has a North Dakota upbringing influenced or enhanced your career path? 

 Growing up in rural North Dakota taught me my work ethic, how to think critically, and the values of 

education.  It was Mrs. Pearl Alfred in first and second grade (no kindergarten or pre-school) at Berlin, 

North Dakota, who was an excellent teacher for reading who gave me the basic reading skills that 

opened up all sorts of different experiences that books brought.  I also had very poor eyesight and I 

could bring books close enough to my eyes so that this activity was just right for me. The long North 

Dakota winters made it easy to read a lot of books and my parents certainly supported that activity.  The 

Library in Edgeley, North Dakota, was a building full of books and I read my way through all of them. 

What elements or experiences in your background drew you to libraries?   

The thirteen mile trip to Edgeley, North Dakota, from a farm outside Berlin, North Dakota, was an event 

and often included a trip to the Library -- books were the treat that lasted for a couple of weeks. I did a 

little work in the school library when I was attending High School in Edgeley. Then, in my last years of 

college I did a couple of special projects in the Geology Library at the University of North Dakota with air 

photos and maps. The eventual path I would take started to form.  

Please describe your education, including the challenges facing women as geology majors. 

My first two years of school were in Berlin, North Dakota, but when I was to start 3rd grade, my Father 

became the physics, chemistry, and high math teacher (as well as Principle) at Edgeley Public Schools so 

my sister and I rode with him to Edgeley (quite interesting in the winter time). He put together, first as 

Principle and later as Superintendent, one of the finest college prep schools in the state.  During High 

School, I prepared myself for what I thought would be a nursing career but when my Grandfather had a 

stroke, I felt I would not be the best at working with the elderly or small children so now what was I to 

do? The School Counselor had brochures of various majors one might aspire to and I found the one on 

geology and it seemed as though that would be interesting.  After a letter of inquiry, the State Geologist 

and Chairman of the Geology Department at the University of North Dakota wrote to me and told me he 

knew I would make an excellent geologist and suggested a degree called Bachelor of Science in Geology 

for me to consider.  This degree, different from a Bachelor of Science with a major in Geology, was 

essentially equivalent to the Mines curriculum.  So I took all the sciences, 3 semesters of calculus, 

physics, public speaking, surveying, physical chemistry, as well as the geology expanded curriculum.  I 

took 20 – 21 hours per semester and it still took me 4 ½ years to graduate. By my junior and senior year, 

I usually was the only woman in a geology class and certainly that was true in the engineering 

classrooms. I received lots of good-natured teasing by the men of geology (you are only looking to marry 

a geologist – that was said only after I had gotten the highest grade of anyone on a geology test) and 

probably something close to harassment by a TA in engineering. After marrying and raising a child for a 

few years, I returned to Graduate School at the University of North Dakota.  As my undergraduate 

education had covered all the bases, I only had to worry about geology courses and my minor, Library 

Science, courses. By this time, I might be one of two women in a class of 15 or so for my geology classes. 

Field trips usually had at least two women, so we could share a tent – most important when you are 

putting up the tent. The Geology Department only had restrooms for women on two of the four floors – 



as most of my time was spent in the Geology Department, this became a real pain.  Practicality 

demanded that a sign be made, a call would go in to make sure the coast was clear; sign “WOMEN” was 

slapped on the door and removed when you exited.  

It is true that certain assumptions were made regarding the work women would do in geology.  If they 

were single, the same opportunities would be available, but once they became married, some things 

would be taken off the table, like international posting with an oil company or sitting wells. In fact, I was 

informed I would not receive a TA appointment as “everyone knew my husband worked.” After that 

pronouncement, I was quickly offered a job in the Geology Library to pay my way through school and 

the rest is history.   

This was a time of great change for the profession.  Several years after I graduated with my Master’s in 

Geology, the profession had made great strides to break barriers for women to enter the profession – it 

took a little longer for the barriers to be broken in management. 

Please describe your career arc:  private industry, previous libraries, Arthur Lakes Library. 

First I worked as a college student on a couple of projects in the Geology Library at the University of 

North Dakota.  During my graduate career, I was the Branch Librarian of the Geology Department 

Library, University of North Dakota. I then moved to Denver, Colorado, to get my MLS in Librarianship 

and Information Science from the University of Denver.  After graduation is did some contract work for 

Marathon Oil at their Research Center and after several months, they offered me a full-time position as 

Technical Information Specialist there. I worked there a little over six years and the industry was going 

through a down-turn in the mid-eighties and I was on the exploration side of the house which did not 

seem to have good prospects.  I come from a long line of educators and felt that working for the public 

good in higher education would be a good match.  Montana Tech took a great risk and hired me as 

Director of Libraries in 1986. In 1989, the position at Colorado School of Mines became available and I 

really thought I didn’t have enough administrative experience but since the position really described me 

and my education and qualification, I did apply. I was shocked when the job offer was extended -- I 

wasn’t done with things I had started at Montana Tech, so it took me ten days to make the decision to 

come to Golden. The fit must have been right as I have been here 26 ½ years. 

What person or philosophy most impacted or influenced your career path?   

There are so many who have contributed. I am very grateful to all who invested in my education, my 

career, and me as a person.  Mary Scott, a graduate student when I was an undergraduate, took me 

under her wing and she was blazing the path as a geolibrarian. She ended her career as the Librarian of 

the Geology Library at Orton Hall, Ohio State University, one of the best geology libraries of the US. Dr. 

Lee Gerhard, State Geologist and Chairman of the Geology Department of the University of North 

Dakota, encouraged me to dream big and get the credentials from DU to be competitive as a 

geolibrarian. My first boss, Clarence Sturdivant, of Marathon Oil Company, taught me so much about 

looking ahead and planning how to get there while we were building a state-of-the-art company-wide 

information system as he was a true visionary in this information field. 



Describe your own mentoring role as Director of the Library.  

I think mentoring is one of the most important things I do, particularly for junior library faculty.  Each 

arrives with their own skills and abilities and it is our job to make sure they are not only successful here 

at the School of Mines but also prepared for a position somewhere else, should they elect to move on. I 

take great satisfaction in seeing individuals blossom in their professional responsibilities, scholarship, 

and service and take their place as a contributing member of the profession sometimes even in the 

international arena. I am not the only mentor as I also must provide evaluations and very rarely must 

chastise or discipline; there is also a peer who probably does the majority of the mentoring in a true role 

as mentor. 

What has changed most in the library profession and on the Mines campus from your appointment as 

Director of the Library to the present?  

Technology is the paradigm shift that occurred during my career.  When I walked in the door in 1989, I 

think we had one computer – now computers are everywhere – students carry them in and staff runs 

around with little tablets -- and communication is much more instantaneous. The Library must be very 

good friends with the IT folks as they are providing the way for how we do business. I remember the 

Director of the Computing Center during my first week here, asking if I would consider his organization 

putting some computers in the Library.  I said, “Sure.” He looked at me in such a surprised way that I 

asked what I didn’t understand about that question.  He told me the former Director thought the 

printing would be too noisy and insisted upon a glass wall which was just too expensive. I said that we 

were already talking is business-level voices so I thought we could do without the glass wall. 

It is also true that libraries must be more responsive to their constituent community – it used to be the 

community was to adhere to the rules of the Library – now the community strongly influences whatever 

rules are necessary for sharing this resource of materials and space.  I like the new way much more.  

You have taught classes at Mines.  Please share your experiences and favorite moments with students 

as an instructor. 

Every time I teach, I think I learn more than the students learn.  I have taught several EPICS courses, 

CSM101, and most recently GEOL608 History of Geologic Concepts.  What I enjoyed most about EPICS 

was seeing the students “own” the information they had worked on and collected and argued about and 

turn into young professionals confident of their abilities and their findings.  The CSM101 favorite 

memories involved students who had shared some of their life challenges with me -- the loss of a 

Grandmother who had been so important in one young woman’s life, a Native American student not 

only trying to assimilate in a primarily white society but also exploring what is means to be gay, and a 

young man dealing with the real manifestations of depression.  I hope I was some help to them as I 

admired their courage to meet each new day and rise above the challenges.  The latest class I taught to 

Geology graduate students – one works hard to stay ahead of such fine minds.  I felt more like a peer as 

we shared experiences, questioned theories and concepts, and found very odd people among the 

stalwarts of the discipline.  They were very generous with their compliments and suggestions as to how I 

can make the “Dead Geologists’ Society” more lively. I hope I can teach that again. 



Describe the challenges of balancing family and home in conjunction with a very demanding position.  

If only I really knew how to do this.  As I look back, there is some kind of price that a family pays when 

one or both parents are in demanding positions. My family always supported my efforts regarding the 

Colorado School of Mines but I know there were times of being distracted, being absent, being tired, 

and being not the most pleasant that were not a positive experience for the family and I suspect the 

staff would say the same thing.  I guess one has to say you hope at any one time, you are doing one of 

the jobs (being Library Director, being a parent/spouse) well and sometimes, maybe, you were doing 

both well. 

You have traveled extensively in Europe as the Library Director.  Please share your favorite moments 

at the conferences you’ve attended.   

This particular opportunity of foreign travel that Colorado School of Mines afforded me was incredible.  I 

have seen countries that previously had existed only in books, and met wonderful people who were 

willing to share the experiences of their lives with me.  Some of these people have become close friends. 

The most exotic place I visited was St. Petersburg during the White Nights. I was shown the rare books 

of the Mining Library there. My favorite place was probably Idrija, Slovenia, as the country is so 

beautiful, the people so friendly, and the lace the miner’s wives made so incredible. The funniest story 

comes from Austria where friends took me to the Cistercian monastery Stift Rein, where Father Bernard 

gave me a tour of the Abbey.  Not only would he sing in a lovely baritone when pointing out the 

differences in the liturgy of the 1600s and present day, but while in the Library he asked, “Would you 

like to see a forbidden book?” Now what librarian doesn’t want to see a forbidden book so I answered in 

the affirmative.  He approached a shelf and retrieved a rather large book, placed it on a book stand, and 

opened it to the title page – it was a Martin Luther Bible!  

Share some of your most favorite moments and experiences at Arthur Lakes Library. 

Most startling memory – Standing in the Archive with Bob Sorgenfrei and Michael Kohl (coauthor of 

Discovering Dinosaurs in the Old West: the Field Journals of Arthur Lakes: 1997, Smithsonian Institution 

Press) and in walks a very distinguished looking gentleman who says, “Hello, I am Arthur Lakes’ 

grandson.” We immediately took him to lunch and let him tell stories. 

Crazy memories include playing croquet with a plastic flamingo as though I was the Red Queen just 

waiting for Alice to appear.  Similarly, my throwing a giant roll of tape during the annual Tape Gold 

Tournament  through the course– it just makes me shake my head. 

No one in all my education and experience ever prepared me to be in the Coffee Shop business. Who 

knew the Book and Brew Coffee Shop would have such a positive public relations affect?  We thought 

the students would appreciate it but there was a certain Department Head who was not a fan of the 

Library but after a few trips over here to get coffee – he realized we actually did do real work – 

everywhere he looked and became one of our best supporters! 



I also was glad I didn’t believe it when people said, “Mines students don’t do recreational reading – they 

don’t have time.”  Our little rental collection of sort of recent fiction and non-fiction remains one of our 

best circulating collections. 

And that tutoring.  We gave them a hole in the wall place to begin their efforts and it just took off.  It is 

so pleasant to walk into the Conger Reference Room and see the brightly colored chairs filled with 

students there for tutoring. 

What accomplishments are you most proud of at Arthur Lakes Library?  

I am very proud that we have been able to attract and retain an excellent faculty staff and 

paraprofessional staff that work together as team and have the right qualifications, talents, and abilities 

for this particular University. We take this effort very seriously and have been quite successful at 

attracting some of the best.  

I am also very proud that Russell and Lyn Wood endowed the Mining History Archive during my tenure.  

This archive became internationally known very quickly and the history of the Colorado School of Mines 

is part of that Archive. I treasure my friendship with the Wood family. 

The Information Center for Ropeway Studies was also established during my time as well.  It used to be 

one of three such information centers in the world – it is now one of two and certainly the only one that 

is publically available.  It also has two significant endowments to assure its presence into the future. 

In light of the many changes facing libraries today, especially in the Cyber Age, what advice or 

predictions would you give to the librarians continuing on at the Library?  

Be flexible. Keep on learning. Make sure the Library is doing things that you would like done when you 

use the Library. 

Be kind to one another. 

What are your plans for your future?  (Travel, pursuing cherished dreams, more time to be with 

family)  

I do want to spend more time with Tom since he is now on temporary duty assignment in Fort Worth.  I 

will have to be here as well as there is still garden, yard, house, and so on.  I have grandchildren in 

Minneapolis that I would like to spend time with.  I wish to make genealogy books for my sons with all 

the family stories that I know.  I want to learn to play the hammered dulcimer and become more 

proficient at the piano and clarinet. And there are books to read . . . . 

If it isn’t included in the above questions, what one thing about YOU do you most want the readers to 

know about you?   

It was a privilege and honor to be a part of the Colorado School of Mines and the Arthur Lakes Library.  

 



On the other hand, what surprising or adventurous thing do readers not know about you that you 

want to share?   

The most adventurous thing I ever did was float the Colorado River with a group from the Geology 

Department.  I even went down Lava Falls at high water in the front of the boat! In his wisdom, the 

skipper placed two men, one on each side of me, or I might still be finding my way to the ocean. 

I am an honorary German from Russia.  Although I got my height from the Dutch genes given to me by 

my Father, these are the no-so-tall people that lived next door and down the street and on the next 

farm over.  My first clue that I was truly accepted was when Martha Schlecht taught me how to make 

kuchen from her family recipe (and enough flour to make a soft dough . . .; 1 teaspoon plus a little more  

. . .). I can recite their history and often do. Now if only they could make me short. 

 

 


