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T.OCATT 0!v: 

The Mammoth Mine is located in the S.w, corner of Mono 

County, California, clone to the Sierra Timber Reserve, and 

close to the head of the Owens River. The Mill is ft,500 feet 

above sen level, and the up]**r tunnel is probably 800 feet 

higher. 

The location is just at the head of long Valley, and 

the approach is by an easy grade. When the mine was running 

the road was kept open all winter, without trouble. It is 48 

miles by wagon road, from Bishop on the Carson and Colorado, 

but the shipping point is Laws, this station being the same 

distance and the road there being better than the road to 

Bishop. 

The location is favorable in many ways. Timber in 

abundant, and there ia an excellent water power of several hun

dred horse power right at the mill. This power is partially 

developed at present, but the power could be largely increased 

at small cost. The surrounding valleys are fine grazing ground 

so beef and mutton are cheap and good. 

The location is unfavorable in that it is so far 

from the railroad, and also because there is occasional!: such 

a heavy snow fall, that snow Slides occur. 

BQJJTpyvpT; 

There is a ten stamp mill on the ground, and a patent 

cyanide arrangement. The mill is good, though poorly located, 

but the cyanide plant is worthless. The mine is developed by 

four tunnels as shown in the sketch. 

Future work should be conducted through the lower 

tunnel, as the old tramway is worthless. To do this t" e first 
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ihtng essential will be an upraise of some two hundred feet to 

connect with tunnel Ho. 3. 

HISTORY; 

This mine was worked some 23 years ago, "by California 

men, and the Bank of California was at that, or subsequently 

became the sole owner of the one patented claim, the Mammoth. 

At that time the mine was worked in a most extravagant manner. 

A large pan amalgamation mill was built about one half a mile 

from the mine, and the ore was handled seven times before reach

ing the mill. There was a town of 3000 people at the mine. 

Lake Mary, which lies fust west of the present mill, 

was the scene of gaiety and pleasure. The old boat with a 

dancing platform on it, lies rotting on the shore today. 

At that time a wonderfully rich pocket was struck be

tween tunnels Ho. 1 and Ho. 2. There is no record of the 

returns of this pocket, for the reason that nearly all the ore 

was stolen. One hundred and Fifteen Thousand Dollars in 

specimens were said to be in the superintendent * s mineral col

lection at one time, and most of those who war* working near, 

whom the pocket was di covered, retired from active life short

ly afterwards. The assays ran from $30,000 p#r ton to 

$200,000. per to#. Probably at least $300,000. was taken cut. 

The pan amalgamation mill failed utterly to save the 

values, and in due course of time, the mine shut down. In

cidentally two tons of quick were recovered from the tailings. 

Por twenty years then, the mine seems to have passed through 

the hands of several sets of promoters, and today there seem 

to he three sets of claimants, for the territory. 

The Bank of California owns the Mammoth,Claim. A 

man named Albright owns a claim , the Big Red (unpat.), which 

covers a vein crossing the Mammoth, near where the rich pocket 

was. 

The stamp mill, and five claims in the vicinity arc 

claimed by a man named Doyle, of Chicago, and Vermlllia, his 

local representative. One of these claims covers the mouths 
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of tunnels;Nos. 3 find 4. 

The Bank of California says they- have no legal hold 

on any territory whatever, haying done no assessment work. 

I have a sixty day option on the Mammoth, for 

#18,§00. D.C. Albright has given VermilXia an option on the 

Big Red for #10,000. I have not got a pries from Vemillia as 

yet, on his claims, and mill, hut expect to soon. 

The accompanying maps and assays will show what the 

mine is, hotter than word description. 

mmms 

The upper tunnel is caved. Tunnel No. 2 is caved. 

Tunnel No. $ is shown on map. 

Tunnel No. 4 is full of gas. 

All the are ays shown were taken "by a man named F.M, Ska It on, 

whom I know of in Colorado. I know nothing of his honesty, 

however, except that he has the appearance of an honest man. 

He was sent to the mine by Veraillia to do the assessment work 

last Fall, and being an assayer he did t: e assessment work in 

this way. X saw where each sample was taken and there is no 

doubt the sampling was fair. He had the pulps in the office, 

and offered them'to me. X d id not take them. If there is any 

trickery be is smart enough to have salted the pulp before he 

assayed it. 

THE VEI N: 

The Mammoth vein is undoubtedly a large one. It in 

composed of soft broken quartz, and clay seams. It came down 

over the abrupt north face of a high hill. This hill is 

capped with dolomite, covering the cropping®. The top of the 

north hill face is an immense quartsite blow-out, and most of it 

contains a little gold. The vein however, passes through this 

blow-out very distinctly. X regard this as m good feature. 

THE ORE: 

The ore is a soft sugar quarts, with considerable 

clay in the seams. There is very little aulphurets, and the 
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gold is probably largely in the amorphous state, Skelton is 

working over some of the tailings in a little improvised cyan

ide plant, and claims to be making a extraction, with a 

loss of 3/4 lb, cyanide per ton treated. He four day* 

These tailings have lain out sixteen years however. He tells 

me that the present mill ran six months and saved about 

Four Dollars per ton. That he has leased the tailings and 

the concentrates\ that his assays on the tailings are #7, per 

ton, and on the concentrates §85. per ton. Incidentally he 

says that Vemillia, who is a lawyer and a politician, is hope

lessly ignorant on mining. Besides the assays dotted on the 

map of Tunnel No. 3, Skelton gave me tin following sample taken 

across 50 feet of blow-out. 

frold, #5.15, Silver trace. 

Sample picked up from 150 feet of rock, slide gold §4.50, 

x.tx& s ilver trace. 

TTTHFFi, HO. 4. 

450 feet from mouth of tunnel, a cross-cut was 

run to cut the Mammoth vein. A a&raple taken 3 feet wide, 

gave gold §15.42, silver trace. The vein was 12 feet wide. 

At the face of the tunnel the Mammoth Ledge was cut and an im

mense flow of water drove the men out. Since then, bad air 

has prevented anyone reaching the face, but Albright got nearly 

there and from a stringer of the mainvein, got an assay of 

§10. There are about 25 inches of water coning out of the 

tunnel today. 

BXG RED ORO PPINSS; 

A sample taken at a point over the face of the tunnel; 

No. 4, sample taken across 30 feet of ledge. 

Gold §11. silver 3/4 o». 

Sample taken at east end of oroppings 30 ft, wide, Gold *.8,25, 

silver 1 l/2 os. 

NOTES; 

The difference in elevation from the mill to Lake 



Mary is about 270 fnet. Lake Mary in fixed to reservoir water 

for use in dry season. Luraber #12.50 at Mill. 

Freight #10. per ton to or fror. Laws. 

COynhTTSXOH: 

I took four samples to check in small way Site lion's 

work, and have asked Sanford to forward them to you. 

It seems to be pretty well proven that there is a 

large chimney of ore, which at the third tunnel was roughly 

50 foot wide, and 70 feet long, run ing u p through the mine. 

Skelion's work indicates that there are large bodies besides. 

Should VermiHla's price be reasonable I think this 

mine merits a thorough examination and test for cyanide treat

ment . It boars all the oar marks of a very large proposition 
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