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Methodology

In order to acquire any useful data from the list of articles, one must come up with a way to standardize 
questions between different articles and coders. In order to verify consistency between these, coders 
must perform an inter-coder-reliability test on a set of articles. This entails using a small set of data to 
compare the answers to the questions between coders, going over the results and repeating the 
process until a desired level of self-consistency. With the consistency between coders and articles 
proven, one can move on to the main process. Coding each article. For this part of the project, the 
primary focus was the newspaper The Durango Herald. Going through each article multiple times until a 
satisfactory answer was provided for each question. These questions ranged from yes/no questions 
about impact, to multiple choice questions about type of impact to written out answers about specific 
solutions mentioned in the article. Using the data collected from this method, one could run statistics to 
determine the perception of the event over time and location.
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Introduction

It can be hard to find a place to begin when dealing 
with large projects with big-picture goals, 
however, in this case, the solution comes in 
analyzing raw data. Beginning with mostly obvious 
statistics before moving to more important 
artifacts like quotes as provides an easy way to get 
into the process. To do so, we will be coding the 
articles based off factors such as the mention of 
blame, specific wording for describing the river, 
and even complex concepts like the specific 
solutions provided to the problem

Abstract
1. Finish coding the Durango Herald articles

2. Finish coding the SS&M and NT articles

3. Run further analysis of results

4. Use results to come to broader conclusions 
about the Gold King Mine Spill, contextualize 
existing conclusions.

1. Durango Herald
2. Silverton Standard and Miner
3. Navajo Times
4. https://sgreffenius.com/2016/04/09/animas-river-eight-

months-on/
5. SURF Colorado School of Mines

On August 5th, 2015, 3 million gallons of 
mustard-yellow mine wastewater was unleashed 
onto Cement Creek, the Animas River, and 
eventually the mighty San Juan river. In the days, 
weeks, and months that followed, a glaring 
question presented itself. Who's to blame? The 
event brought up long-existing problems and 
questions about the state of water quality in the 
San Juan mountains. In this study, we focus on 
the perspective of 3 of the biggest agents: the 
town of Silverton, the city of Durango, and the 
Navajo Nation. Each of these actors have an 
independent newspaper which presents a 
valuable look into how the local community 
perceived this event. By analyzing keywords, 
impactful quotes, and unique phrasing, we were 
able to gauge the response to each community 
over time. According to a preliminary sample of 
the Durango Herald (Durango's local newspaper), 
the EPA was the primary group blamed for the 
spill with no one at fault being the next largest 
group. This can help us contextualize Durango 
and La Plata County when comparing this to 
other impacted areas and historical information. 
By analyzing the local newspapers in impacted 
areas, we are able to gain a better idea of both 
the local impact and perception of the event, 
leading to more objective, educated 
understanding of the catastrophe.

Using the results from the analysis, one can 
draw useful conclusions about the perception 
of blame and perspective of different 
locations’ citizens over time. For example, in 
Durango specifically, while still the largest 
category, the U.S. EPA is blamed much less 
than in the Navajo Times and Silverton 
Standard and Minor. One can hypothesize the 
reasons and use them to contextualize the 
area and draw better conclusions about how 
the situation was handled. Was this handled 
in a way appropriate to the different 
communities? Did the communities respond 
to rebuilding better? While useful for 
visualizations, the results bring up as many 
questions as answers.
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